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CIRCULARS  AND  PRICE-LISTS. 

How  to  Distribute  them  to  the  Drug-trade. 

riewYtwh-!b-est  advert'sers  in  the  drug- trade  have  endorsed  our 
circuit  j  more  efEective  as  well  as  cheaper  to  distribute 
Dunorro  \i  Pnce-lists  stitched  up  in  The  Chemist  and 
insets  i,  tl,  7J  senaing  them  singly  by  post.  We  make  such 
them  twl  otable  by  the  fact  that  we  only  receive 

toevfoH  t  «?a^  for  distribution,  and,  of  course,  we  ensure  that 
°Y  nUh  ands  o£  the  r'Sht  People.    Sending  them  singly 

immeZ „*m°xe  or  le33  (principally  "more")  a  lottery,  gives 
oar  chari  f  •r°Uble' and  cost8  at  least  three  times  more  than 
'hose  whn  t£- VTrting  them  in  the  C.  &  D.  We  would  advise 
ticulars 25  the  mutter  to  write  to  our  Publisher  for  par- 
1900.  He  w-ll  ,next  distribution— the  Summer  number,  July  28, 
*>t  artistiT  ■  only  S've  particulars  about  the  charges,  but 
Tlle  date  is  a3Blstance  he  can  in  designing  or  arranging  insets, 
iostradinnc.  t  • month3  distant,  but  near  enough  for  prompt 
•"jus  to  printers. 


Summary. 


Phosphate  of  Soda  (plain  and  effervescing)  containing  arsenic- 
has  got  into  the  hands  of  the  retail  and  wholesale  trade,  and  it  is 
important  that  every  one  who  holds  stock  should  test  it  to  see  if 
it  is  right.  The  effervescing  preparation  has  brought  several 
chemists  into  trouble  (p.  1034). 

Some  alterations  in  store-prices  are  mentioned  on  p.  1021. 

Fires  in  chemists'  shops  at  Chatham,  West  Bromwich,  and 
Watten  are  reported  (p.  1021). 

Pharmaceutical  Correspondents  "  at  the  front "  send  us 
more  news  about  the  war  (p.  1026). 

The  Work  of  the  jurors  in  the  Paris  Exhibition  is  referred  to 
by  our  Paris  correspondent  (p.  1039). 

A  Number  of  chemists  have  passed  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company's  diploma  examination  (p.  1020). 

The  Industry  Bird  is  represented  in  a  characteristic  attitude 
outside  the  Pharmaceutical  Aviary  (p.  1032). 

We  Report  at  some  length  a  chemists'  exhibition  which  has 
been  held  at  Manchester  this  week  (p.  1038). 

We  briefly  describe  the  Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Labora- 
tories in  London  which  have  now  been  completed  (p.  1028). 

South  African  Trade  is  of  critical  importance  just  now,  and 
in  regard  to  it  we  print  some  sensible  remarks  by  our  Cape  corre- 
spondent (p.  1027;. 

A  Research  Scholabship,  specially  for  B.P.  revision-work,  is 
being  promoted  by  the  President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  (p.  1030). 

Dr.  Fitzhugh,  a  son  of  Alderman  Fitzhugh,  the  well-known 
Nottingham  pharmacist,  has  died  in  South  Africa  while  serving  as 
an  army  surgeon  (p.  1026). 

Mr.  James  Reid  has  been  analysing  the  compound  known  as 
"  ordinary  pharmacist,"  and  has  found  mere  traces  of  the  busi- 
ness element  in  it  (p.  1050). 

A  Portrait  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  the  new  Vice-President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  some  particulars  of  his  pharma- 
ceutical career,  is  given  on  p.  1028. 

Postal  Delays  are  dreadful  this  week.  Messrs.  May,  Roberts 
&  Co.  tell  us  of  a  letter  which  took  twenty-four  hours  in  delivering 
with  in  a  five-minutes'  walk  (p.  1051). 

X-rayser  says  some  very  interesting  things  this  week  about 
crabs'  eyes  and  other  old  things,  as  well  as  about  the  ineflicacy  of 
the  nucleus  of  reform  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  (p.  1033). 

The  London  Local  Committee  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  has  decided  that  no  civic  welcome  should  be  extended 
to  the  members.  The  provisional  programme  is  given  on 
p.  1030. 

The  High  Court  has  again  held  that  it  has  no  power  to  grant 
a  mandamus  to  compel  the  General  Medical  Council  to  rehear  a 
case  in  which  a  doctor's  name  was  removed  from  the  register 
(p.  1Q45). 

Two  Transvaal  Chemists  have  given  us  some  useful  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  future  of  the  drug-trade  there,  which  we 
print  with  several  pictures  obtained  from  one  of  them — Mr.  W.  G. 
Lay  (p.  1024). 

The  Specific  Gravities  of  tinctures  discussion  proceeds  apace 
Mr.  John  C.  Umney  and  Mr.  Wippel  Gadd  pointing  out  in- 
accuracies in  Dr.  Mc Walter's  table,  and  Dr.  McWalter  replying 
to  Mr.  Fletcher  (p.  1050). 

A  Liverpool  Drug-store  Keeper  has  been  fined  51.  for 
selling  green  belladonna-plasters  containing  only  0  05  per  cent,  of 
alkaloids.  A  statement  on  the  plaster  that  it  was  the  kind  made 
with  leaf-extract  did  not  count  (p.  1047). 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  Cases  are  instructive 
this  week.  They  deal  with  baking  powder,  camphorated  oil, 
belladonna  plaster,  magnesia,  milk  of  sulphur,  seidlitz  powders, 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  and  "  syrup  "  (p.  1047). 

The  Action  by  Boots  (Limited)  against  the  Printsellers' 
Association  for  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade  has  been  decided 
against  the  plaintiffs,  but  the  two  Judges  held  opposite  views,  and 
the  younger  gave  in  to  the  elder.  There  is  to  be  an  appeal 
(p.  1045). 

At  the  drug-auctions  on  Thursday  supplies  were  considerably 
in  excess  of  buyers'  requirements,  and  only  a  small  proportion 
sold.  Cinchona  was  5  per  cent,  dearer  at  the  auctions  in  spite  of 
the  large  offering.  Ergot  and  galls  are  dearer  tins  week,  and  all 
Eastern  products  have  stiffened  owing  to  the  troubles  in  China 
(p.  1054). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Lowestoft  Town  Council  has  issued  notices  requiring 
all  traders'  shopblinds  to  be  7  feet  from  the  ground. 

The  Huntingdon  Board  of  Guardians  last  week  appointed 
Mr.  Ellis  dentist  at  the  workhouse  at  a  salary  of  ten  guineas 
per  annum. 

On  June  15,  Henry  Underwood  tried  to  commit  suicide  at 
Shadwell  by  swallowing  threepennyworth  of  phosphor 
paste.    He  was  taken  to  the  London  Hospital  and  recovered. 

The  "  bogus  exciseman  "  Arnold,  whose  vagaries  we  re- 
ported in  our  issue  of  June  9  (page  949),  has  been  sentenced 
by  the  Dewsbury  Magistrates  to  three  months'  hard  labour. 

Edith  Louie  Gough,  who  worked  in  the  plating-shop  of  a 
cycle-factory  at  Coventry,  drank  a  quantity  of  solution  of 
cyanide  of  potassium  on  June  14,  and  died  shortly  after- 
wards. 

A  summons  brought  at  Dartford  Sessions  on  June  14  by 
a  former  employe  of  Messrs.  Wallis  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  Crayford,  for  wages  in  lieu  of  notice,  was  dismissed 
by  the  Bench. 

About  400  labourers  employed  at  the  chemical-works  of 
Messrs.  Kead  Holliday  &  Co.,  Huddersfield,  have  struck 
work.  The  dispute  is  occasioned  by  a  rearrangement  of 
working-hours. 

Last  week  a  man  named  Marshall  Street,  living  at  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  drank  a  quantity  of  belladonna-and-aconite 
liniment  in  mistake  for  medicine,  and  died.  The  bottle  was 
labelled  "  Poison." 

The  chemists  of  the  Wallasey  District,  comprising  Sea- 
combe,  Egremont,  Liscard,  New  Brighton,  and  Wallasey, 
have  decided  to  close  their  establishments  each  Thursday 
between  1  p.m.  and  7  p.m. 

At  Lancaster  on  June  9,  William  Howarth  (12)  was 
ordered  to  be  birched  for  stealing  scent,  brushes,  and  soap 
to  the  value  of  5s.  lid.  from  Mr.  Thos.  Waddington,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Morecambe. 

A  racecourse-tout  named  Lewis  was  sent  to  prison  for 
fourteen  days  with  hard  labour  at  Hereford  on  June  11  for 
stealing  goods  valued  at  3s.  from  the  High  Town  establish- 
ment of  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited). 

The  2-year-old  daughter  of  an  agricultural  labourer  at 
Llanybri,  Carmarthen,  got  hold  of  a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid, 
which  was  put  away  in  a  drawer,  and  drinking  a  part  of  the 
contents  died  shortly  afterwards. 

The  Council  of  the  Society  of  Aits  have  awarded  a  silver 
medal  to  Professor  R.  W.  Wood  for  his  paper  on  "The 
D  iffraction  Process  of  Colour-photography,"  and  one  to  Mr. 
John  Ferguson  for  his  paper  on  "  Old  and  New  Colombo." 

The  Cockermouth  Magistrates  have  transferred  the  off- 
licence  held  by  Messrs.  Jennings  Brothers,  Market  Place, 
Cockermouth,  to  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Stern,  chemists  and 
druggists,  Cockermouth,  who  have  taken  over  the  business. 

Alice  Mary  Moore,  of  Richmond,  has  been  sent  to  prison 
for  six  months  with  hard  labour.  She  appears  to  have  been 
recently  annexing  articles  from  every  shop  she  went  into, 
and  her  possessions,  when  arrested,  included  a  large  tin  box 
containing  a  liberal  quantity  of  boxes  of  pills,  patent  medi- 
cines, and  druggists'  sundries. 

The  Spectacle -makers'  Company. 

Among  the  successful  candidates  at  the  May  examination 
of  the  Company  under  the  certification  of  opticians'  scheme 
are  the  following  chemists  and  druggists 

Mr.  F.  Fearnley,  Chapeltown  Road,  Leeds. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Forbes,  Denny,  Stirlingshire. 

Mr.  W.  Shelton,  Stockport. 

Mr.  G.  Vogt,  Kendal. 

Mr.  Fearnley  and  Mr.  Shelton  have  yet  to  pass  the  full 
examination.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  out  of  fifty-five 
candidates  only  four  failed  in  all  subjects. 


Commercial  Intelligence. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Advisory  Committee  in  connection  with  the 
Intelligence  branch  of  the  Commercial,  Labour,  and  Statistical 
Departments  was  held  on  June  14  at  the  office  of  the  Board, 
7  Whitehall  Gardens,  S.W.,  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  presiding, 
but  we  are  not  informed  what  the  business  was.  The  names 
of  the  members  present  would  occupy  six  lines. 

A  Cornwall  Show. 

The  exhibition  promoted  by  the  Royal  Cornwall  Agricultural 
Association  was  opened  at  Truro  on  June  13.  Amongst  the 
local  exhibitors,  Mr.  T.  Anthony,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Truro,  had  a  well-stocked  stand  devoted  to  agricultural 
requirements  and  veterinary  medicines.  These  included  a 
"perfected  rennet,"  a  "special"  baking-powder,  Anthony's 
fly  and  maggot  lotion  for  sheep,  Stephen's  horse-powders, 
Wonnacott's  "  Lincolnshire  specific,"  and  a  goodly  array  of 
'photographic  apparatus  and  appliances.  Messrs.  J.  Symons 
&  Co.  (Limited),  of  Totnes,  were  also  present  with  a  large 
assortment  of  their  well-known  Devonshire  ciders  and  wines 

Fires. 

An  explosion  of  chemicals  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Magors  (Limited),  druggists,  High  Street,  West  Bromwich, 
was  the  cause  of  a  slight  conflagration  on  June  12,  which 
the  fire-brigade  was  fortunately  able  to  subdue  before  serious 
damage  had  been  done. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Turtle,  chemist  and  druggist,  148  High  Street, 
Chatham,  has  been  obliged  to  close  his  business  premises  for 
a  few  clays  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  fire,  which  originated  in 
an  adjoining  draper's  shop  on  June  9.  The  fire  burnt  down 
the  draper's  shop,  and  spread  to  Mr.  Turtle's  premises, 
damaging  the  optical  room.  The  stock  in  the  rooms  below 
was  saturated  with  water.  Business  for  the  present  is 
transacted  at  260  High  Street,  Chatham. 

On  June  18  a  big  blaze  occurred  on  the  premises  of 
Mr.  L.  A.  Vincent,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  High  Street, 
Watton,  which  soon  reached  alarming  proportions.  The 
first  indication  was  a  loud  report,  caused  by  the  explosion 
of  a  benzoline-oil  barrel  which  was  being  tapped  and  con- 
veyed to  the  house  close  by.  A  good  supply  of  water  was 
available,  and  the  Wayland  fire-brigade  being  quickly  on 
the  spot  a  strong  stream  of  water  was  soon  upon  the  burning 
ildings,  which  now  extended  to  the  warehouse,  containing 


stock  and  mineral-water  plant, 
wrecked  and  a  large  warehouse. 


A  gas-engine  house  was 


Afraid  of  Fire. 
A  committee  of  the  Chesterfield  Town  Council  last  week 
recommended  that  the  portion  of  the  Market  Hall  building 
now  used  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Houston,  chemist  and  druggist,  shouH 
no  longer  be  used  for  Mr.  Houston's  business,  that  the  lown 
Clerk  be  instructed  4to  give  Mr.  Houston  notice  to  quit 
the   shop,  and  that  the   premises  be  offered  for  some 
other  business.    It  appeared  from  the  discussion  that  the 
committee  thought  the    business  of  a  chemist  highly 
dangerous  in  the  event  of  a  fire  occurring,  but  it  was  con- 
sidered that  to  close  an  old-established  business  was  a, 
serious  step.    It  was  therefore  proposed  to  refer  the  matte 
back  to  the  committee.     Alderman  Wood  said  the  com- 
mittee had  considered  the  matter  carefully.    Mr.  Houston 
signed  an  agreement  not  to  store  petroleum  or  any  ProQU 
of  that  oil  on  the  premises,  and  he  broke  that  agreemen i. 
By  so  doing  he  had  exposed  the  Corporation  to  the  risk  oi 
loss  of  10,000Z.    The  Mayor  said  the  committee  hafl  no 
acted  unduly  severely  with  Mr.  Houston,  and  he  wouia  n 
be  ruined.    The  resolution  was,  however,  referred  bacK. 

Contracts. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Mr.  A.  Millidge,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  the  supply 
druggists'  goods  to  the  workhouse  for  the  current  quarter. 

The  Portsea  Island  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Blackadar,  chemist,  Church  M>^, 
Portsmouth,  for  the  supply  of  oils  to  the  infirmary,  an  a 
the  Indiarubber  Company,  High  Street,  Portsmouth,  tor 
supply  of  water-beds. 
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Birmingham  Notes. 

Dr.  Alfred  H.  C.  Carter,  professor  of  medicine  at  Mason 
University  College  and  physician  to  the  Queen's  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  has  been  appointed  examiner  in  medicine  for 
the  University  of  Glasgow. 

The  martial  spirit  has  not  been  slow  in  showing  itself  at 
the  new  Birmingham  University,  and  already  a  corps  of 
student-volunteers  has  been  embodied,  including  embryonic 
chemists,  medicos,  and  pharmacists.  Florcat  ars  militarist 
for  it  seems  to  be  terribly  wanted. 

Sagapenum — a  new  relative  of  asafetida  in  the  plant  world 
— is  being  somewhat  largely  prescribed  by  a  well-known 
Birmingham  medical  man,  and  may  be  in  some  request  at 
least  for  a  time.  To  what  is  its  efficacy  (if  any)  due  ?  It  is 
to  be  feared  that  it  belongs  to  the  same  class  as  oleum 
chartse  and  other  mediaeval  remedies  which  ought  to  be 
obsolete  in  this  nineteenth  century. 

During  a  chat  with  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Mid- 
land Pharmaceutical  Association,  it  transpired  that  at  the 
last  council-meeting  Mr.  John  Barclay  was  appointed 
President  vice  Mr.  Poole,  who  has  served  two  years  in  the 
office  admirably,  with  Messrs.  Alcock  and  John  Wakefield 
as  Vice-Presidents,  and  secretary,  pro  tern.,  Mr.  Brunt. 
The  last-named  finds  the  duties  somewhat  onerous  and 
desires  to  resign  in  favour  of  a  man  with  more  leisure. 

The  hospital  charities  of  Birmingham  have,  like  those  in 
London,  their  Hospital  Saturday.  The  appointed  day  was 
June  16,  when  prettily-bedecked  ladies  with  collecting-boxes 
solicited  alms  in  the  streets,  and  workpeople  by  collections 
in  works  made  up  large  sums.  The  amount  collected  last 
year  was  18,000?., and  this  year  20,000Z.  is  expected.  Ought 
not  much  of  this  to  find  its  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  phar- 
macist, for  it  is  understood  that  many  who  can  well  afford  to 
pay  for  physic  go  to  these  institutions  and  get  advice  and  ap- 
pliances, such  as  trusses,  as  well  as  medicine,  at  either  a 
nominal  fee,  a  donation,  or  for  nothing  ?  There  is  un- 
doubtedly much  imposition  practised  by  well-to-do  people, 
and  the  mischief  is  that  it  is  on  the  increase. 

The  subject  of  Locum  Tenentes  is  at  this  season  of  the 
year  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  the  pharmacist.  Naturally 
he,  like  everybody  else  (and  sometimes  more  so),  requires 
holiday  and  relaxation  of  work,  and  in  the  choice  of  a  man  for 
his  particular  needs  he  rinds  much  difficulty.  From  what 
class  are  these  generally  drawn  1  Perhaps  some  of  your 
readers  would  relate  their  experience  of  the  employment  of 
these  gentlemen  ?  If  rumour  has  not  magnified  its  tale  it  is 
generally  believed  that  some  amusing  incidents  could  be 
recorded,  and  perhaps  some  with  creepy  feelings  might  also, 
when  doing  so,  exclaim  "  it  might  have  been  worse."  They 
(the  tenentes)  might  also  give  their  experience  of  the 
employer,  and  if  such  could  be  collated,  the  reading  might 
(or,  perhaps,  it  would)  not  be  unsuitable  for  those  "on 
leisure  bent." 

The  dearth  of  apprentices  has  established  a  new  order  of 
things.  Premiums  are  now  much  lower  than  formerly — in 
many  cases  it  is  returned  as  "pocket-money"  subject  to 
good  behaviour  and  similar  conditions.  Outdoor  engagements 
are  on  the  increase,  and  receive  more  favour  than  the  older 
plan.  In  other  instances  no  premium  at  all  is  required,  and 
in  agreements  now  made  parents  ask  for  the  insertion  of 
fixed  hours  for  study  and  recreation  during  working-hours. 
Yet  another  method,  which  is  certainly  very  modern,  is  to 
accept  indoor  pupils  without  premium,  to  pay  pocket-money, 
and,  in  addition,  clothe  the  young  man  and  instruct  him  in 
the  art  and  mystery  of  pharmacy.  Can  this  be  conducive  to 
the  elevation  of  the  calling?  Many  shake  their  heads  in  a 
serious  fashion  which  betokens  the  dire  straits  into  which 
the  average  pharmacist  is  placed  in  order  to  secure  assistance 
other  than  by  paying  assistants  who  have  passed  the  qualify- 
ing stage. 

The  pessimistic  pharmacist  must  view  the  present  position 
of  his  calling  with  no  small  amount  of  alarm,  for  with  the 
ever-increasing  development  of  branch-businesses,  especially 
in  the  suburbs  of  large  towns,  the  struggle  must  become 
fiercer,  especially  as  the  encroachment  by  outsiders  on  his 
domain  does  not  slacken.  He  is  threatened  now  by  a  new 
danger,  for  it  is  the  intention  of  a  body  of  men  representing 
gardeners  and  the  agricultural-implement  distributors,  to 


apply  to  Parliament  for  permission  to  sell  "  packed  poisons." 
No  doubt  this  arises  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
action  in  the  recent  Worcester  weed-killer  case.  The 
optimist  might  say  that  the  bone  is  so  full  of  meat  (and  is  it 
not  for  those  who  have  educated  themselves  to  the  proper 
working  of  their  craft  and  to  the  requirements  of  the  public 
and  the  medical  profession  ?)  that  there  is  plenty  of  "  material " 
to  go  at,  but  on  the  other  hand,  many  are  afraid  that  the 
action  of  the  would-be  poison -sellers  may  be  a  source  of 
weakness  rather  than  evidence  of  strength. 

Store-prices. 

The  following  are  amongst  the  additions  which  have  been 
made  to  the  stock  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  as  shown 
in  their  price-list  for  June  : — 

Thermogene,  Uhd.  per  packet;  Valtine  meat-globules  with 
quinine,  2s.  Id.  per  box  ;  Sparkletaris  tablets,  Is.  per  bottle  ;  Kola 
champagne  powders,  Is.  &d.  per  box  ;  Pabst  malt  extract,  12s.  per 
dozen  bottles  ;  Formalin  atomiser  (nickel-plated),  4s.  each  ;  Scott's 
beetle-exterminator,  5d.  and  9d.  per  tin  ;  Plasmon,  9d.,  Is.  id., 
and  2s.  6d.  per  packet ;  Armour  &  Co.'s  preparations ;  Thialion, 
4s.  per  bottle ;  Berger's  ozone-lamp,  10s.  complete ;  Icilma  pre- 
parations. 

Acting  as  an  Apothecary. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  on  the  body  of 
a  thirteen-months'  old  child,  the  father  stated  that  he  took 
the  child,  who  had  been  ailing,  to  a  drug-store  and  the 
proprietor  took  the  child's  temperature  and  prescribed  for  it, 
charging  6d.  as  his  fee.  He  then  advised  the  witness  to  go 
to  the  hospital,  which  the  witness  did.  The  child  was  given 
a  powder  and  next  day  was  seen  by  a  doctor,  but  death 
occurred  the  same  evening.  The  drugstore-keeper  in  his 
evidence  admitted  taking  the  child's  temperature  and 
prescribing  for  it,  but  averred  that  the  6d.  was  thrust  upon 
him — he  did  not  want  to  make  any  charge.  The  Coroner  : 
You  had  no  business  to  prescribe  for  the  child.  The  Society 
of  Apothecaries  have  the  right  to  fine  you  40V.  for  acting  as 
a  doctor.  You  had  better  change  your  trade  or  simply  sell 
what  people  ask  for.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  natural 
death,  and  added  that  it  was  desirable  that  this  unlicensed 
medical  practice  should  be  put  a  stop  to  by  legal  means. 
The  Coroner  said  that  he  would  communicate  with  the 
Medical  Defence  Association. 

Cyanide  in  a  Spirit-bottle. 

At  Lambeth  on  June  16,  Mr.  Braxton  Hicks  held  an  inquest 
on  the  body  of  William  Leonard  Yallop  (6|),  son  of  a 
laundress.  The  mother  stated  that  some  time  ago  a  chance 
customer  of  hers  gave  her  a  small  spirit-bottle  containing 
liquid,  which,  he  said,  would  kill  blackbeetles.  He  did  not 
tell  her  the  stuff  was  poisonous,  nor  was  the  bottle  labelled, 
beyond  bearing  the  sign  of  the  Three  Compasses  public- 
house.  She  placed  the  bottle  on  the  top  shelf  of  the  dresser 
in  the  kitchen.  Deceased  climbed  on  to  the  dresser  and 
drank  some  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle.  She  at  once  took 
him  to  the  hospital,  but  he  died  on  the  way.  Dr.  L.  Stanley 
Dudgeon,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  said  the  bottle  contained 
sufficient  cyanide  of  potassium  to  kill  100  persons.  Verdict, 
accidental  death. 

The  Sale  of  Poisons  to  Children. 

Addressing  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  opening  of  Worcester 
Quarter  Sessions  on  June  18,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  J.  Willis 
Bund)  directed  attention  to  a  case  in  which  a  child  of 
9  years  of  age  was  served  by  a  chemist  with  \  oz.  of 
laudanum,  with  which  her  mother,  it  was  alleged,  attempted 
to  take  her  life.  They  heard  a  great  deal,  he  said,  about 
children  under  16  being  served  at  public-houses,  but  if  that 
were  wicked,  how  much  more  so  was  it  that  young  children 
should  be  supplied  with  poisons.  The  woman  at  a  later  stage 
of  the  proceedings  was  discharged,  and  the  Chairman 
admonished  the  chemist  (Mr.  Cope,  of  West  Malvern)  for 
having  supplied  the  poison  to  the  child,  and  his  expenses 
were  disallowed     Mr.  Cope  said  he  knew  the  child  well. 

For  Sale. 

A  chemist's  shop  in  King  Street,  the  leading  thoroughfare 
in  Yarmouth,  rented  at  90i!.  per  annum  by  Messrs.  Male,  will 
be  offered  to  public  competition  at  Yarmouth  next  Tuesday. 
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Conversazioni. 

Wednesday  evening-  was  ladies'  night  at  the  Royal  Society, 
Burlington  House,  when  800  were  present,  and  inspected  the 
exhibits,  which  were  chiefly  those  shown  last  month. 

The  Society  of  Arts  also  had  a  highly  successful  gathering 
at  the  Natural  History  Museum,  in  Cromwell  Road.  After 
the  Chairman  (Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry,  K.C.B.)  had  held  his 
reception,  the  band  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  gave  an 
excellent  selection  of  music. 

Cricket. 

Stevenson  &  Howell  C.C.  v.  West  London  C.C. — Played  at 
Bromley  on  June  16,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  the  first-named 
club.  Scores  :  S.  &  H.,  100  for  8  wickets  (innings  declared)  ; 
West  London,  60. 

Aldersgate  C.C.  (S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson)  v.  Holborn 
Circus  C.C.  (Wallis  &  Co.). — In  this  City  Shields  Competition 
match  at  East  Acton  the  Aldersgate  club  won  a  good  match 
by  106  runs  to  66.  Messrs.  Hopley  (26)  and  Saveall  (22) 
batted  well  for  the  winners,  and  Astill  (20)  and  Pretty  (30) 
for  the  losers.  Clay  for  the  Aldersgate  took  7  wickets  for 
24  runs. 

Burroughs,  Wellcome  C.C.  v.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  C.C. — ■ 
This  match,  in  the  Wholesale  Drug  League  Competition,  was 
played  at  Bowes  Park  on  June  16,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for 
the  Burroughs  Wellcome  club  by  71  runs  to  42.  Moxon, 
for  the  losers,  took  8  wickets  ;  and  for  the  winners  Purton 
(4  for  18)  and  Gordon  Cowen  (5  for  16)  were  chiefly  re- 
sponsible for  the  victory. 

Plymouth  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  at  which  Mr.  F.  Maitland  (President) 
occupied  the  chair,  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and 
District  Chemists'  Association  appointed  the  following  as 
delegates  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  to  be  held  in 
London  :— Messrs.  F.  Maitland,  C.  J.  Park,  J.  Davy  Turney, 
F.  W.  Hunt,  W.  H.  Woods,  and  J.  Cocks.  It  was  decided 
that  the  annual  outing  should  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
July  11.  The  party  will  travel  from  Plymouth  to  Totnes  by 
train,  and  drive  from  Totnes  to  Berry  Pomeroy  Castle, 
returning  to  the  Castle  Hotel,  Totnes,  where  a  high  tea  will 
be  served.  The  excursion  is  being  arranged  in  connection 
with  the  Exeter  Chemists'  Association,  and  chemists  and 
friends  residing  in  the  district  between  Exeter  and  Plymouth 
are  being  invited.  An  interesting  and  enjoyable  reunion  is 
therefore  expected.  The  following  have  been  appointed  on 
the  Outing  Committee : — Messrs.  J.  H.  Bailey,  J.  Barge, 
A.  D.  Breeze,  J.  Cocks,  F.  W.  Hunt,  J.  A  Lamble,  F.  Mait- 
land, C.  J.  Park,  J.  W.  Swainson,  J.  D.  Turney,  C.  T.  Weary, 
and  W.  H.  Woods. 


3rt6b  IFlews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Sale  of  Dr.  Kenny's  Effects. 

At  Dublin  last  week,  a  four-days  sale  by  public  auction 
was  held  of  the  effects  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  E.  Kenny,  who  was 
a  former  member  of  Parliament,  and  also  City  Coroner.  His 
collection  of  articles  of  vcrtu  realised  considerably  over 
1.000Z.,  and  his  library  of  medical  works  and  surgical 
appliances  brought  a  correspondingly  large  sum. 

A  Disputed  Account. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Castlerea  (co.  Galway) 
Guardians  a  letter  was  read  from  the  solicitors  of  Mr.  P.  N. 
White,  Sligo,  asking  for  the  payment  of  531.  4s.  6<i,  due  for 
drugs  up  to  March  25,  1900.  The  account  includes  the  sum 
of  29/.  Is.  lid.  for  drugs  supplied  three  years  ago,  and  which 
a  former  Board  of  Guardians  disputed.  The  Clerk  was 
directed  to  write  for  particulars  of  the  items  in  the  portion 
of  the  account  under  dispute. 

Against  Monopoly. 

The  Dungannon  Poor-law  Guardians  have  had  before  them 
a  letter  from  the  Local  Government  Board  stating  that  Mr. 


Nethery,  chemist,  Dungannon,  is  not  a  dealer  in  surgical 
instruments,  and  is,  therefore,  not  eligible  to  take  a  contract 
for  the  supply  of  such  articles.  Dr.  Marmion,  J.P.,  said  Mr. 
Nethery  had  arranged  with  Messrs.  Arnold  &  Sons,  London! 
to  supply  him  with  medical  appliances  on  receipt  of  a 
telegram.  The  letter,  he  added,  was  the  outcome  of  one  or 
two  Dublin  houses  to  secure  a  monopoly.  It  was  resolved  to 
continue  Mr.  Nethery  as  contractor. 

The  Limerick  Dispenser. 

The  Limerick  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Howe,  compounder  of  medicines  to  the 
Union,  on  the  ground  of  continued  ill-health.  Mr.  J.  J 
McMahon,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Limerick,  has  been 
elected  non-resident  dispenser  at  a  salary  of  100?.  per 
annum. 

Analytical  Matters. 

Mr.  Robert  Barklie,  Belfast,  having  secured  the  appoint- 
ment of  analyst  for  Belfast  City  in  room  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Hodges,  together  with  the  same  post  for  Belfast 
Union,  has  had  to  resign  his  position  as  principal  of  the 
Belfast  Schools  of  Science. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Tyrone  County  Council  the 
Secretary  (Mr.  Hamilton)  announced  that  no  advertise- 
ments had  been  issued  for  the  appointment  of  an  analyst  in 
place  of  the  late  Professor  Hodges.  The  work  was  being 
done  by  Dr.  Hodges's  son.  It  was  decided  to  advertise  for 
an  analyst. 

Medicine-contract  Sequel. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Newry  Board  of  Guardians  (the 
workhouse  has  been  recently  almost  destroyed  by  a  fire),  the 
Clerk  said  he  had  written  to  the  L.G.B.  asking  them  to  re- 
consider their  decision  not  to  allow  half  of  the  cost  of  the 
contract  for  medical  and  surgical  appliances  to  be  refunded 
to  the  Guardians,  but  he  had  not  got  a  reply.  It  will  be 
remembered  the  Guardians  gave  the  contract  to  Messrs. 
Connor  &  Sons,  Newry,  although  there  was  a  cheaper  tender 
from  a  Dublin  firm  ;  but  the  Guardians  state  they  acted  on 
the  principle  that  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  local  con- 
tractor, and  they  also  state  that  Messrs.  Connor  previously 
gave  great  satisfaction. 

Trench's  Remedies. 

The  legal  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  bankruptcy 
of  Mr.  J.  J.  Trench  advanced  a  stage  in  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division,  Dublin,  on  June  14.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
early  in  the  year  the  assignation  of  the  business  to  Mr.  Hard- 
man,  who  had  acted  as  solicitor  to  Mr.  Trench,  was  held  to 
be  executed  with  intent  to  "  defeat,  delay,  and  hinder"  the 
creditors  of  the  estate.  Mr.  Hardman  now  applies  for  a  new 
trial,  and  to  have  the  findings  of  the  jury  set  aside,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  sustain  their  findings. 
When  the  case  was  called  it  was  announced  that  a  consent 
had  been  entered  into  between  the  parties  by  which  the 
findings  of  the  jury  challenged  by  Mr.  Hardman  would  be 
set  aside,  the  proceedings  on  the  charge  and  discharge  to  be 
discontinued,  each  party  bearing  their  own  costs. 

For  the  Fifth  Time. 

A  right-of-way  case  is  occupying  the  Queen's  Bench, 
Dublin,  this  week,  which  is  being  tried  for  the  fifth  time.  It 
is  sought  to  establish  a  right-of-way  in  front  of  the  residence 
of  Mr.  P.  N.  White,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Breeogne 
House,  Sligo.  The  first  time  the  case  was  tried  the  jury 
found  there  was  no  public  right-of-way,  but  disagreed  about 
the  private  way.  At  the  second  hearing  the  jury  disagreed 
about  the  public  way,  and  said  there  was  no  evidence  of  a 
private  way.  On  the  third  hearing  the  jury  disagreed  on 
both  rights"-of-way.  The  venue  was  then  shifted  from  Sligo 
to  Dublin,  and  last  February  the  jury  found  there  was  a 
public  right-of-way,  whilst  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  directed 
that  there  was  no  private  right-of-way.  Now  the  case  is 
being  gone  into  afresh. 

Pharmacists  at  Home. 
Sir  Thomas  W.  Robinson,  M.P.S.I.,  ex-Vice-President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  entertained  last  weeK 
at  Kingstown  close  on  one  hundred  friends  to  a  banquet,  on 
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the  occasion  of  his  elevation  to  the  dignity  of  knighthood. 
The  company  included  representatives  of  almost  every  pro- 
fession, Mr.  Henry  Conyngham  representing  pharmacy.  The 
function  was  a  brilliant  one. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  June  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conyngham 
entertained  a  large  party  to  dinner  at  their  residence, 
Brookfield,  Blackrock.  The  guests  included  Sir  Thomas 
and  Lady  Robinson,  and  the  principal  members  of  the  staff 
of  Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limited).  The 
rooms  and  grounds  were  tastefully  decorated  and  illumi- 
nated for  the  occasion.  The  toasts  were  numerous.  The 
party  adjourned  to  the  drawing-room,  where  the  remaining 
hours  of  the  evening  were  pleasantly  spent  with  music. 

A  New-Year's-Day  Mishap. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  on  June  16,  the 
case  of  Gordon  v.  the  Commissioners  of  Rathmines  and 
Rathgar  Township  (previously  referred  to  in  the  C.  D.~)  came 
on  for  hearing.  It  was  an  action  brought  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Gordon,  L.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  the  Medical  Hall,  Ranelagh, 
to  recover  damages  for  injuries  to  his  person  and  his  horse 
and  trap  sustained  on  New  Year's  Day  last,  when,  owing  to  a 
sudden  subsidence  of  the  roadway  in  Mount  Pleasant  Avenue, 
his  horse  fell  down,  and  plaintiff  was  thrown  to  the  ground. 
When  the  case  was  called  counsel  stated  that  the  action  had 
been  settled  by  consent,  defendants  agreeing  to  pay  plaintiff 
1001.  damages  and  costs.  The  Court  made  an  order 
accordingly. 


Scotch  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  N.B.  Executive  Election. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Society  to  be  held 
on  June  22  the  principal  business  will  be  the  election  of  the 
Executive  for  the  year.  There  are  twenty-nine  candidates 
for  the  seventeen  vacancies. 

Bowling. 

The  annual  game  of  bowls  between  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists  was  played  on  Queen's  Park  Green,  Glasgow,  on 
June  15.  There  were  two  rinks.  The  Wholesale  were 
Messrs.  J.  Cairncross,  H.  Thomson,  J.  Walker,  D.  C.  Houston, 
A.  M.  McAdam,  jun.,  C.  Campbell,  A.  Bruce,  and  A. 
McMurray;  the  Retail  players  comprising  Messrs.  W.  L. 
Currie,  W.  Galbraith,  T.  Adam,  M.  Wallace,  D.  Watson, 
H.  Lambie,  D.  Moir,  and  R.  H.  Gordon.    The  scores  were : — 


Wholesale. 

Mr.  Cairncross,  skip 
Mr.  Thomson,  skip 


Retail. 

29        Mr.  Currie    15 

19       Mr.  Galbraith   18 

48  33 
Majority  for  Wholesale,  15  shots. 

fhe  game  was  a  most  enjoyable  one,  and  refreshments  and 
speechifying  followed. 

A  Chemist's  Domestic  Differences. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  June  15,  Lord 
itormonth-Darling  heard  evidence  in  an  action  for  separa- 
ion  and  aliment,  brought  by  Mrs.  Louisa  Weatherston 
gainst  her  husband,  Francis  Beattie  Weatherston,  chemist 
nd  druggist,  Ayr.  The  pursuer  alleges  that  defender  three 
r  four  weeks  after  their  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
august,  1898,  began  to  treat  her  badly,  exhibiting  bad 
emper  and  using  bad  language  towards  her.  Some  troubla 
rose  concerning  some  money  which  belonged  to  Mrs. 
veatherston,  and  she  stated  that  on  several  occasions  de- 
ader assaulted  her,  leaving  marks  upon  her  face  and  body, 
vidence  was  given  by  Dr.  Gunn,  of  Peebles,  who  spoke  to 
ruises  on  pursuer's  eye,  ear,  and  body,  and  a  laceration 
nder  her  chin,  which  he  examined  a  day  or  two  after  she 
>ft  her  husband.  They  could  not  have  been  done  acci- 
entally.  Several  of  pursuer's  relatives  also  gave  evidence, 
id  an  accountant,  who  had  examined  defender's  business- 
ooks,  said  his  average  income  for  the  last  three  years  had 


been  433Z.  a  year.  The  case  for  pursuer  having  been  closed, 
evidence  on  behalf  of  defender  was  begun,  and  the  proof 
postponed  for  further  hearing. 

Evidence  for  the  defender  was  resumed  on  June  20,  and 
a  servant,  named  Bessie  Gait,  said,  in  effect,  that  the  allega- 
tions against  defender  were  incorrect  or  exaggerated.  She 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Weatherston  himself,  who,  in  the  course 
of  a  long  examination  and  cross-examination,  gave  a  cate- 
gorical denial  to  most  of  the  allegations  for  the  pursuer. 
The  quarrel,  he  said,  was  with  his  wife's  brother.  He  was 
quite  independent  of  his  wife's  money.  Counsel  were  after- 
wards heard,  and  his  Lordship  reserved  judgment. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Outings. 

The  annual  picnic  of  the  Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists' 
Trade  Association  was  held  on  June  13  to  Aberfoyle.  About 
120  ladies  and  gentlemen  assembled  at  Waverley  Station  and 
left  by  special  corridor -train,  travelling  by  the  Forth  Bridge, 
Alloa,  Stirling,  and  Buchlyvie  to  Aberfoyle,  which  was  reached 
shortly  after  11  o'clock.  The  dull  morning  brightened  into 
cloudless  sunshine,  and  the  romantic  and  picturesque  beauty 
of  the  historic  district  appeared  at  its  best  on  their  arrival. 
As  the  train  passed  on  its  journey  visitors  from  other  towns 
joined  the  party,  among  whom  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Currie, 
Glasgow ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson,  Partick ;  Mr.  Harley, 
Perth  ;  Mr.  Gilmour  and  Mr.  Fisher,  Dunfermline  ;  and  Mr. 
Gordon,  Stirling.  A  large  number  of  the  picnicers  passed 
the  interval  before  dinner  in  rambling  about  the  district, 
climbing  Craigmore,  and  generally  "  taking  in  "  the  beauty 
of  the  scenery,  while  a  party  drove  to  Loch  Ard.  Dinner 
was  served  at  the  Bailie  Nicol  Jarvie  Hotel  at  1  o'clock, 
Mr.  Lunan  occupying  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Glass  acting  as 
croupier.  After  dinner  the  Chairman  intimated  apologies 
from  Mr.  David  Storrar,  Kirkcaldy;  Mr.  Kerr,  Dundee  ;  Mr. 
Ayre,  Perth ;  Mr,  Ford,  Kirriemuir ;  and  a  characteristic 
poem  of  apology  from  the  bard  of  Stenhousemuir,  Mr. 
Alex.  Laing,  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  The  loyal  toasts 
having  been  honoured,  Mr.  Gilmour  proposed  "  Success  to  the 
Annual  Outing,"  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  F.  Henry) 
replied.  Mr.  David  McLaren  gave  "  Prosperity  to  the  Parish 
and  Village  of  Aberfoyle  and  its  Local  Industries,"  to  which 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  minister  of  the  parish,  responded  in  an 
interesting  speech,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  historical  asso- 
ciations of  the  neighbourhood.  After  dinner  the  major  part 
of  the  excursionists  drove  by  the  old  clachan  of  Aberfoyle, 
round  Loch  Ard,  to  the  Glasgow  Waterworks.  The  weather 
was  all  that  could  be  desired  when  they  started,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, a  sudden  change  came  and  rain  fell  heavily  during 
the  rest  of  the  afternoon.  This  interfered  greatly  with  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  a  most  delightful  drive  in  what  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  charming  districts  in  Scotland. 
When  the  driving-party  returned  tea  was  served  in  the  hotel, 
and  the  company — determined  not  to  have  their  spirits  as  well 
as  their  clothing  damped  by  the  weather — had  the  hall 
cleared,  and,  by  means  of  an  extemporised  concert,  passed 
the  time  most  enjoyably.  They  left  Aberfoyle  on  their 
return  journey  at  7  o'clock,  arriving  in  Edinburgh  at  9.30. 

Others  Festive. 

Wednesday,  June  13,  was  the  Edinburgh  chemists'  picnic- 
day,  but  the  employes  of  Hunan's  Stores  (Limited)  did  not 
join  in  the  affair.  They  were  entertained  that  night  by  Mr. 
Wm.  Inman  to  dinner  in  the  Imperial  Hotel.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  Mr.  Inman  stated  that  after  fifteen  years  the 
firm  had  reached  a  degree  of  success  never  dreamed  of  in 
his  most  sanguine  moments.  He  has  been  chosen  as  a 
municipal  candidate  for  Morningside  Ward. 

On  June  9  the  employes  in  the  office  and  warehouse  of 
Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists,  Edinburgh, 
held  their  annual  stocktaking  holiday  and  journeyed  to 
Collander,  where  the  day  was  spent.  Unfortunately  the 
weatht  r  was  unfavourable,  but  notwithstanding  this  a  most 
enjoyable  day  was  spent.  The  party  numbered  over  eighty 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  visited  the  beautiful 
Bracklinn  Falls  while  others  went  further  afield  after  dinner 
— which  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Thos.  Connell  Smith — 
and  rambled  through  the  romantic  scenery  so  graphically 
described  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  "  The  Lady  of  the  Lake." 
Songs,  recitations,  and  games  were  engaged  in,  the  Public 
Hall  having  been  hired  in  case  of  such  an  emergency. 


1024 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


June  23,  1900 


Zbc  Gransvaal. 

Its  Future  in  Respect  to  Pharmacy. 


IN  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  offices  we  begin  to  feel 
the  first  symptoms  of  the  return  of  vitality  into  the 
South  African  drug-trade.  Not  that  there  has  been  any 
lack  of  it  in  the  coast  towns  of  the  Cape  and  Natal  during 
the  past  eight  months,  where,  indeed,  there  has  been  a 
golden  harvest  for  all  traders  ;  but  chemists  up-country  and 
in  the  Transvaal  have  been  a  neglected  quantity  during  the 
war,  and  few  Britishers  remained  in  the  Transvaal.  Of  the 
few  it  seems  pretty  certain  that  Mr.  Robert  Butters,  a 
Dundonian,  and  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
the  Transvaal,  and  Messrs.  Lennon's  representatives  were 
permitted  to  remain.  Mr.  Butters  appears  to  have  been  a 
persona  qrata  with  Mr.  Kruger's  Government,  perhaps  because 
lie  has  been  long  resident  in  the  Dutch  part  of  South  Africa, 
and  was  a  Free  State  burgher  long  before  he  started  business 


The  Standard  Bank  in  Durban. 

in  Johannesburg.  Every  Cape  mail  brings  in  indications  of 
approaching  renewal  of  business,  and  the  few  South  African 
chemists  who  have  been  at  home  call  at  42  to  tell  us  where 
their  copies  must  in  future  be  addressed.  For  example,  last 
Friday,  when  the  newsboys  in  the  street  were  calling  out  the 

Occupation  op  Klerksdorp, 

in  the  Transvaal,  who  should  drop  into  our  office  but  Mr- 
George  Rankin,  the  chemist  of  that  town.  Some  time  ago 
we  mentioned  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Rankin 


The  Red  Cross  Train. 

was  compelled  by  the  Transvaal  authorities  to  clear  out  of 
the  country.  He  declined  to  shoulder  a  gun  in  the  Boer 
cause,  or  to  join  an  ambulance  corps  on  that  side,  preferring 
to  leave  his  business  in  the  hands  of  a  German-American 
assistant,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  town,  and  he  has  been 
carrying  it  on  during  the  war.  Mr.  Rankin  called  to  wish  us 
good-bye,  as  he  left  on  Saturday  last.  Before  going  out  to 
South  Africa,  about  nine  years  ago,  Mr.  Rankin  had  been  an 


assistant  with  Messrs.  H.  C.  Baildon  &  Son,  Edinburgh.  He 
went  out  to  a  firm  in  Cape  Town,  but  the  position  did  not 
come  up  to  Iris  expectations,  and,  on  the  advice  of  the  late 
Mr.  A.  Cleghorn,  he  accepted  the  management  of  a  doctor's 
shop  in  Klerksdorp.  Where  that  was  he  knew  not  until  he 
got  there.  It  is  situated  about  ninety  miles  south  o£ 
Johannesburg.  It  is  in  the  centre  of  a  rich  agricultural 
and  pastoral  district ;  and  business  is  almost  entirely  with 
the  Dutchmen  and  Kaffirs  of  the  district.  There  are  a  few 
Britishers  about  in  connection  with  the  mines  and  other 
enterprises,  and  no  doubt  as  time  goes  on  there  will  be  more 
of  that  element  to  trade  with.  Mr.  Rankin  calculates  only 
upon  the  old  residential  population.  He  was  not  long  with 
the  doctor  before  he  managed  to  buy  out  his  interest  in 
pharmacy.  Mr.  Rankin  is  very  hopeful  for  the  future  of  the 
Transvaal,  especially  in  those  districts  where  agriculture 
can  be  fostered.  Pharmacy  in  such  districts  is  peculiar. 
Thus  Mr.  Rankin  has  the  pharmacy  opened  every  morning 
at  6.30,  which  is  the  time  that  the  market  opens ;  then  the 
Dutchmen  and  Kaffirs  have  poured  into  the  town  to  sell  their 
produce.  We  generally  call  the  Dutchmen  "  Boers,"  but  that 
is  not  an  altogether  polite  term  to  apply  to  most  of  the 
Dutchmen  in  South  Africa.  The  nature  of  the  business 
done  is  a  good  class  retail  with  some  prescribing.  Mr.  Rankin 
is  a  go-ahead  man,  and  goes  in  for  specialities  and  any  new 
things  that  he  thinks  may  take  the  fancy  of  his  customers. 
Dutchmen  are  fond  of  big  bottles  of  medicine,  and  are  on 
the  whole  good  buyers.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Kaffirs, 
who  willingly  pay  half  a  crown  for  a  1-oz.  pot  of  ung.  hyd. 
fort.  It  is  rather  a  marvel  that  in  such  a  remote  district  as 
Klerksdorp,  which  scarcely  figured  at  all  in  the  minds  of 
Britishers  until  the  war  broke  out,  there  is  a  steady  demand 
for  novelties,  and  in  respect  to  this,  as  well  as  buying  \ 
generally,  Mr-  Rankin  innocently  remarked  that  after  a 


The  Field  Hospital,  Ladysmith. 

week's  buying  in  London  he  found  that  with  a  few  exceptions 
he  could  buy"  as  well  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
"  You  get  all  the  smart  go-ahead  firms  to  advertise  with  you, 
he  said,  "  and  when  they  give  illustrations  and  prices  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  deciding  what  to  buy.  And  I  can  buy 
pretty  keenly  through  your  pages,  too,"  he  continued, 
"as  well  as  through  price-lists.  I  do  a  lot  with  May-Roberts, 
because  I  can  rely  upon  them  doing  the  thing  '  fine.'  We  have 
keen  competition  in  the  South,  and  part  of  our  living  depend.' 
upon  the  market  we  buy  in."  Mr.  Rankin  also  remarked  upoD 
the  competition  amongst  druggists  in  Johannesburg,  whict 
is  so  keen  that  it  is  felt  as  far  south  as  Klerksdorp.  h 
case  there  are  any  who  think  that  his  district  is  a  desirable 
one  to  start  in  we  may  state  that  he  has  taken  with  him  the 
materials  to  start  a  second  store  in  a  district  where  he  wil 
have  the  opportunity  of  exercising  the  waiting  policy,  anc 
he  has  already  had  the  experience  of  meeting  competitioi 
and  wearing  it  out. 

As  to  Johannesburg, 
we  had  the  information  at  first-hand  from  Mr.  Wm.  G.  Lay,|wh 
has  been  in  business  there  for  several  years.  Mr.  Lay  wen 
down  to  Durban  for  a  holiday  last  September  in  the  confidep 
belief  that  there  would  be  no  war.  He  left  his  pharmacy  l 
charge  of  an  assistant,  and  since  the  war  broke  out  he  ha 
heard  nothing  of  it.  He  was  able  to  get  through  instruction 
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to  "  do  the  best  you  can,"  and  as  his  pharmacy  is  in  a  quiet 
residential  district  it  is  likely  to  have  survived  the  long 
period  of  quiet,  a  surmise  that  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  the  assistant  was  not  amongst  those  who  were  ordered 
to  leave  the  city.  When  war  was  declared  Mr.  Lay  was  in 
Ladysmith.  He  left  that  unfortunate  town  with  the  last 
i  batch  of  civilians  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  Monday 
on  which  the  bombardment  commenced.  He  had 
gone  north  to  see  the  field  of  Elandslaagte.  As  well 
as  being  one  of  the  last  to  leave  before,  he  was  one 
of  the  first  to  enter  Ladysmith  after,  the  siege.  And  thereby 
hangs  a  tale.  Keturning  to  Durban  Mr.  Lay  sought 
some  means  to  pass  the  time  usefully,  if  not  profitably,  and 
got  it  in  an  appointment  with  the  Ked  Cross  Society, 
under  Sir  John  Furley,  and  lias  put  in  seven  months'  good 
work  with  them.  The  Society  is  one  of  the  most  useful 
organisations  for  war-purposes  which  exist.  It  provides 
soldiers — sick,  wounded,  or  unimpaired — with  all  that  man 
requires  to  make  him  comfortable.  That  is  saying  a  great 
deal,  but  it  is  the  fact.  The  Society  is  an  army-commissariat 
[minus  red-tape.  Medicines  and  surgical  requisites  it  neces- 
arily  provides,  also  doctors  and  nurses  to  attend  the  sick 


Me.  Wm.  Gr;  Lay. 

jind  wounded,  bearer-companies  to  carry  the  wounded, 
hospitals  to  house  them,  and  the  splendid  hospital-train 
lamed  after  the  Princess  Christian  is,  perhaps,  the  provision 
luring  this  war  which  the  public  have  been  made  most 
amiliar  with.  But  Tommy  Atkins  frequently  is  in  more 
leed  of  new  socks,  shirts,  pants,  and  boots,  while  a  dainty 
idded  to  his  diet  or  something  to  the  bitter  water  he  drinks 
•nay  keep  him  fit  for  the  ranks,  and  these  the  beneficent  Red 
Dross  Society  gives  him  unsparingly  and  without  official 
ormality. 

Thus  it  happened  that  when  the  Red  Cross  contingent,  to 
vhich  Mr.  Lay  was  attached,  waited  outside  Ladysmith  until 
-■ord  Dundonald  crept  into  it  with  his  handful  of  devoted 
colonials,  and  General  Buller  sent  in  the  army  waggon-loads 
)f  comforts,  the  Red  Cross  waggons  were  allowed  in  next, 
>ut  they  were  the  first  to  deal  out  with  no  niggard  hand 
he  thrice-blessed  food  to  famished  women  and  men.  The 
>asses  which  we  reproduce  are  now  to  Mr.  Lay  a  reminder 
)f  the  useful  work  which  he  has  done  since  March,  between 
Jurban,  Pietermaritzburg,  and  Ladysmith.  Another  is  a 
)lam  sheet  of  paper,  permitting  Mr.  Lay  to  be  out  in  Lacly- 
n"th  after  11  p.m.    Martial  law  must  be  irksome. 

Mr.  Lay  had  a  fine  collection  of  photographs  of  the  town, 
rom  which  we  have  picked  out  a  few  pictures  that  may 
uterest  our  readers.  The  field  hospital  at  Ladysmith  is  one 
t  the  most  peaceful  of  pictures.  Another  picture  shows 
he  Princess  Christian  hospital-train  standing  in  the  Durban 
tation-yard  ;  the  pharmacy  and  kitchen  are  in  the  rear  car, 

^  vhe  rest  of  the  cars  are  fitted  as  wards  for  the 
founded.   This  train  has  done  splendid  work  during  the 


war,  bringing  soldiers  to  Pietermaritzburg  and  Durban.  A 
third  picture  shows  the  Volunteers  removing  the  gold  from 
the  Standard  Bank  in  Durban— a  memorable  scene,  of  which 
our  confreres,  in  Messrs.  Stranach  &  Williams,  had  a  good  view. 
Mr.  Lay's  work  with  the  Red  Cross  Society  was  finished 
when  he  came  home  with  the  Tagits,  doing  duty  for  the 
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wounded  on  board,  and  he  is  now  taking  a  brief  holiday  in 
England.  Before  going  out  to  South  Africa  he  was  an 
assistant  in  Salisbury,  and  passed  the  Minor  from  there. 
He  was  with  Mr.  Turner  in  Pietermaritzburg  for  some  time, 
and  started  in  Johannesburg  in  Broad  Street,  where  he  has 
what  is  known  as  a  "  family  and  dispensing  business,"  with 
good  connection  amongst  doctors.  Dispensing  out  there  is 
akin  to  what  it  is  at  home.  Most  of  the  medical  prac- 
titioners were  Scotch  or  English  graduates,  with  some 
Germans  and  a  few  Americans  ;  but  the  last  class  is  not  the 
best,  and  many  of  them  confined  their  attention  to  the 
advertising  trade.  There  were  by  far  too  many  doctors  in 
Johannesburg,  and  some  before  the  war  had  great  difficulty 
in  making  both  ends  meet.  So  far  as  pharmacy  is  con- 
cerned, the  same  might  also  be  said,  and,  as  frequently 
happens  when  there  is  superfluity  in  numbers,  cutting  had 
commenced  long  before  the  war,  all  Is.  patents  being 
cut  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  3d.  The  threepenny-bit  was  the 
smallest  current  coin  in  those  days,  and  Mr.  Lay  fears  that 
occupation  of  the  country  by  the  British  may  mean  the 
introduction  of  the  humble  "  brown,"  a  thing  that  was  kept 
in  some  secret  corner  of  the  pocket  as  a  lucky  penny. 
Probably  business  in  the  near  future  will  follow  old  lines, 
and  druggists  who  cater  for  the  country  people  will  open 
shortly  after  6  in  the  morning,  and  those  who,  like  Mr.  Lay, 
are  in  the  residential  quarter,  will  keep  to  the  home  hours 
of  opening  and  closing — viz.,  from  8.30  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
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Prices  are  likely  to  undergo  some  modification,  and  no 
doubt  the  pharmacy  law  will  conform  with  that  of  Natal 
or  the  Cape ;  but  Mr.  Lay  was  quite  content  with  the  Trans- 
vaal conditions,  which  were  not  at  all  bad  for  retailers, 
although  on  a  few  points  reform  was  needful.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  Johannesburg  is  a  splendid  city,  with  mag- 
nificent buildings  and  streets,  which  have  been  made  at 
enormous  cost,  so  that  retailers  start  with  a  heavy  incubus 
of  rent  and  taxation,  while  salaries  to  assistants  are  neces- 
sarily high.  .  . 

A  word  of  caution  to  those  who  think  of  trying  their 
fortune  out  there.  Every  Transvaal  chemist  whom  we  have 
spoken  to  during  the  past  six  months  has  longed  to  transfer 
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his  property  to  the  old  country.  Here  life  is  delightful ; 
there  there  is  the  same  struggle  for  existence  and  an  intense 
longing  to  make  a  "  pile  "  and  come  home.  But  ten  years 
under  the  South  African  sun  unfits  a  man  for  the  home  life, 
so  to  most  it  must  be  "  good-bye  "  to  the  old  home  when  they 
embark  for  the  south.  They  should  not  go  without  their 
qualifying  certificate,  nor  on  chance,  and  they  should  not 
dream  of  going  into  business  until  they  have  had  three  or 
four  years'  experience  in  the  country.  It  takes  that  time  to 
adapt  oneself  to  the  new  style  of  trade,  and  to  learn  the 
peculiarities  of  the  people.  For  the  quick-roaring  trade 
some  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  "  taal "  is  necessary — the 
South  African  Dutchman  loves  his  own  tongue,  and  will 
have  no  other  if  he  can  help  it.  Some  of  these  facts  we 
have  gathered  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Lay,  whose  strong 
advice  to  those  who  have  not  been  in  South  Africa  before  is 
to  wait  developments  before  venturing  to  invest  one's  exist- 
ence and  money  in  it. 


Mar  IRotea. 


Transvaal  and  O.R.C.  Subscribers. — Any  subscribers 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  whose  places  of  business 
were  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony,  and  who  have 
not  received  their  copies  since  the  war  broke  out,  are 
requested  to  send  their  names  and  addresses  to  the  Publisher, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  We  have  reserved  their 
copies  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  copies  of  the 
Diary,  and  these  we  shall  send  to  them  as  soon  as  they 
inform  us  of  their  addresses. 

Death  of  a  Yeomanry  Surgeon. — We  regret  to  record 
the  death  from  enteric  fever  at  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
Hospital,  Deelfontein,  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Fitzhugh,  M.B.Lond., 
only  son  of  Mr.  R.  Fitzhugh,  President  of  the  Nottingham 
Chemists'  Association.  The  deceased  gentleman,  who  was 
only  28  years  of  age,  was  well  known  in  Nottingham,  and 
also  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  where  he  took  his  medical 
degrees,  and  was  later  appointed  house-physician.  Just 
before  leaving  for  South  Africa  he  acted  as  temporary 
house-surgeon  for  a  short  time  at  the  Nottingham  General 
Hospital.  Subsequently  he  volunteered,  and  was  appointed 
to  the  staff  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  base-hospital.  He 
was  a  good  all-round  athlete,  and  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  social  and  recreative  life  at  Guy's.  His  professional 
work  also  gave  promise  of  a  successful  career  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

Civil  Compounders'  Experiences. — This  week  we  have 
two  letters,  one  from  Kroonstad  and  the  other  from  Lady- 
smith,  from  which  we  give  extracts  : — 

Kroonstad,  O.F.S., 

May  17,  1900. 

With  '  Bobs  '  to  Peetobia. — On  Thursday  morning,  April  26, 
the  Naval  Brigade  passed  up  with  their  huge  guns,  each  drawn  by 
thirty-four  oxen.  In  crossing  the  drift  across  the  Modder  one  of 
them  stuck,  and  it  took  fifty  oxen  to  drag  it  up  the  bank.  For 
several  days  there  was  a  continual  stream  of  ox-waggons  hurrying 
up  with  ammunition,  provisions,  &c,  for  Lord  Roberts's  great 
army.  In  the  forenoon,  with  the  assistance  of  a  fatigue-party  of 
sixty-four  men  from  the  East  Lanes  Militia,  we  managed  to 
transfer  two  hundred  and  eighty  sick  to  the  big  hospitals  at 
Bloemfontein.  The  following  morning  there  was  rather  a  pic- 
turesque sight  to  be  seen  in  camp,  seven  sick  Basutos  turned  up, 
enveloped  in  their  multi-coloured  blankets ;  about  a  hundred  of 
them  are  assisting  the  R.E.  in  making  a  drift  across  the  Modder. 
On  Sunday  morning  of  May  6,  we  packed  up  ourmedicine-panniers 
aud  carried  them  over  to  the  railway  station  for  transport  to 
Brandfort.  We  journeyed  northwards,  sitting  on  the  top  of  the 
loaded  trucks.  As  the  bridge  across  the  Modder  had  been  blown 
up  by  the  Boers  we  had  to  travel  round  by  a  deviation,  crossing 
the  river  by  a  temporary  bridge  built  up  of  railway  sleepers.  In 
ascending  the  opposite  bank  the  engine  stuck,  so  we  had  to  go 
back  again  for  a  fresh  start.  Descending  the  one  bank  rapidly  and 
ascending  the  other  reminded  us  forcibly  of  a  switchback  railway. 
On  the  way  north  we  travelled  over  several  broken  bridges  all  patched 
up  with  railway-sleepers.  That  night  we  slept  on  the  station  plat- 
form.   The  following  forenoon  General  French's  column  of  cavalry 


and  artillery  passed  up,  the  remounts  all  looking  in  spanking  condi- 
tion. In  the  afternoon  another  compounder  and  I  took  a  walk  down 
to  Brandfort,  rather  an  irregularly  built  place,  with  humble  cottages 
with  their  pretty  garden  plots  in  front,  having  the  appearance  of 
a  quiet  village  at  home,  only  the  houses  have  verandahs  and 
lattice  windows.  Everybody  in  town  appeared  to  be  in  deep 
mourning.  There  are  two  small  hotels  in  town,  like  country  inns 
at  home.  The  best  building  in  town  is  the  new  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  a  handsome  structure  with  a  graceful  spire,  with  a  clock 
which  can  be  lighted  up  at  night.  This  is  a  striking  feature  of  all 
the  Dutch  villages,  the  handsome  ecclesiastical  buildings  thej 
have.  About  half-a-mile  from  the  town  is  a  Kaffir  village 
consisting  of  wicker  and  mud  huts.  The  next  morning,  Wed- 
nesday, 9th,  we  were  all  early  astir,  and  after  marching  twelve 
miles  across  level,  uninteresting  veldt  we  made  a  halt  for 
dinner,  consisting  of  "  bully-beef,"  biscuits  and  coffee.  In 
the  afternoon  we  moved  on  another  three  and  a  half  miles.  On 
the  Thursday  morning  we  rose  at  5  o'clock,  and  after  having  a 
little  coffee  we  moved  off  again.  On  the  way  we  had  to  cross  a 
difficult  drift.  On  passing  through  a  defile  in  a  range  of  kopjes 
the  Vet  River  suddenly  appeared  in  view,  the  banks  of  which  are 
prettily  wooded.  Here  a  busy  sight  met  our  gaze ;  a  large  number 
of  blacks  were  unloading  the  trucks  and  transferring  them  to  ox- 
waggons  for  transport  to  the  front.  Beside  the  line  were  huge 
stacks  of  stores,  some  of  them  about  a  hundred  yards  long  and 
ten  feet  in  height.  After  a  halt  for  dinner  we  crossed  the  river  by  a 
very  difficult  drift.  In  crossing  an  ox-waggon  stuck,  keeping  us 
back  nearly  an  hour.  Spanning  the  river  are  the  remains  of  a  fine 
five-span  steel-girder  bridge  about  two  hundred  yards  in  length. 
At  the  drift  the  Royal  Engineers  were  busy  putting  up  a  temporary 
bridge,  whilst  fatigue  parties  from  the  line  regiments  were  making 
a  deviation  from  the  railway-line,  working  also  at  night  by  electric 
light.  In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Small  Deal,  a  small  scattered 
village  of  galvanized-iron  huts  where  a  sharp  skirmish  had 
occurred  a  day  or  two  previously.  After  supper  we  had  a  concert 
round  the  camp  fire  before  turning  in  for  the  night.  On  the 
Friday  morning  we  continued  our  tramp  northwards  to  Zand 
Spruit  Drift,  encamping  beside  a  fringe  of  trees.  The  next 
morning  (Saturday)  we  crossed  the  drift ;  here  again  another  fine 
bridge  had  been  destroyed  ;  further  on  the  rails  had  been 
destroyed  at  intervals  of  about  three  hundred  yards,  the  effect  of 
the  dynamite  being  to  twist  them  like  a  bull's  horns.  On  the 
way  we  commandeered  a  couple  of  donkeys  and  had  them 
harnessed  to  one  of  our  waggons.  At  midday  a  halt  was  made  at 
Zand  River  ;  at  this  place  tremendous  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep 
had  been  collected  together  by  the  Queensland  Volunteers. 
Here,  again,  another  sharp  fight  had  just  been  completed,  the 
wooded  banks  of  the  river  offering  good  cover  to  the  enemy. 
On  a  kopje  on  the  right  their  artillery  were  placed,  but  were 
easily  cleared  out.  In  the  afternoon  a  number  of  us  walked  down 
to  the  river  for  a  dip.  On  one  bank  it  is  practically  perpendicular 
— a  curious  formation  of  sand,  about  80  feet  in  height.  We 
crossed  the  river  by  a  very  difficult  drift  the  following  morning. 
On  the  way  news  arrived  that  there  was  a  number  of  wounded 
carabineers  a  few  miles  ahead.  A  medical  officer,  and  one  of  the 
other  compounders  hurried  on  ahead  to  attend  to  their  needs. 
At  12  a.m.  we  arrived  at  Ventersburg  Road  Station.  Here,  in  a 
small  house,  were  a  batch  of  wounded  cavalry-men.  At  the 
station  the  engine-tank  and  also  a  bore-well  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  Boers.  Our  camp  was  immediately  pitched  and  the 
surgery  fitted  up.  In  the  afternoon  a  store  close  at  hand  was 
looted,  black  drivers  taking  a  prominent  part  in  it,  all  sorts  of 
things  being  carried  away.  At  8  p.m.  the  wounded  were  trans- 
ferred to  a  convoy  going  down  country.  On  the  Monday  morning 
we  moved  off  again  before  7  a.m.,  inarching  ten  miles  to 
Holfontein  Station,  beside  a  Kaffir  hamlet-miserable  dwelling- 
places  surrounded  by  mud-walls,  inside  which  their  fuel 
is  stored.  Boschrand  was  reached  by  midday  on  the 
following  day.  On  the  way  we  met  a  few  disarmed  Free  Staters 
returning  to  their  homes.  In  a  chat  with  one  of  them  I  learnt 
that  their  losses  were  simply  awful,  and  they  were  all  heartily 
sick  of  the  whole  business.  After  a  short  halt  at  Boschrand  we 
moved  on  again.  On  approaching  Kroonstadt  the  country  be- 
comes very  hilly  ;  some  of  the  kopjes  had  been  entrenched  for  a 
big  defence.  About  three  miles  out  of  the  town  a  halt  was  made ; 
after  dinner  a  game  of  cricket  was  indulged  in.  At  5  p.m.  orders 
were  given  to  hurry  on  and  catch  up  our  brigade.  A  couple  ot 
miles  further  on  we  arrived  at  a  drift  across  the  River  Bloem;  a 
huge  convoy  was  crossing  from  the  other  side,  and  while  waiting 
for  it  to  pass  darkness  fell  on  us,  so  we  had  to  camp  where  we 
stood.  The  next  morning  we  crossed ;  in  front  of  us  was  a  tre- 
mendous camp,  with  troops  busy  laying  a  deviation  from  tn 
railway  line.  Our  hospital  was  pitched  on  a  hill  overlooking  me 
town,  which  appears  to  be  a  very  compactly  built  place  lymg  m 
hollow  surrounded  by  trees.  One  of  the  features  about  the  place 
is  the  excellent  drinking-water  to  be  had,  the  finest  we  have  nau 
so  far  in  South  Africa.  We  are  still  sleeping  in  the  open ^ shelter eu 
by  medicine-panniers  ;  the  weather  continues  excellent.  I  na 
received  a  few  more  numbers  of  the  C.  &  D.,  for  which  I  am  mucu 
obliged.  .  G'  M- 
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General  Hospital,  Ladysmith, 

May  24, 1900. 

I  am  just  writing  a  few  lines  to  show  you  what  our  work  is 
like  here.  We  (the  compounders)  get  up  at  about  8  a.m.  Our 
Indian  servant  brings  our  breakfast— always  a  good  one — and 
cleans  our  boots.  We  go  into  the  surgery  at  about  9.30  to  10, 
have  a  number  of  prescriptions  from  outlying  regiments,  dress  a 
number  of  simple  wounds,  horse-bites,  and  so  on,  and  work  on 
till  about  3  p.m.,  when  our  work  is  finished,  except  that  one  is  on 
duty  every  third  night.  The  hospital  here  contains  960  beds,  and 
is  about  full.  There  is  an  operating-theatre,  and  an  x-ray 
apparatus.  I  assisted  at  an  operation  the  other  day  with  Sir 
William  Stokes,  who  had  come  up  purposely  from  Mooi  River. 
The  wounds  of  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign  have  not  healed 
as  well  as  in  the  early  part.  In  the  papers  they  talk  of  the 
"  Versatile  Mauser,"  but  to  see  an  x-ray  struck  femur  would  alter 
the  opinion.  The  bullet  simply  pulverises  the  bone.  It  is  a  fact 
that  explosive  bullet  has  been  used  lately.  There  is  no  certainty 
that  poisoned  bullets  have  been  used  ;  Sir  W.  Stokes  said  it  was 
not  proved,  as  the  verdigris-like  covering  has  not  yet  been 
analysed.  Anyway  it  looks  like  verdigris.  The  hospital-trains 
are  very  busy  taking  wounded  from  Elandslaagte  and  Modder 
Spruit.  I  was  appointed  compounder  to  the  Princess  Christian 
hospital-train  ;  but  there  was  no  work  for  a  compounder. on  it,  as 
it  only  ran  twelve-hour  journeys.  I  may  say  we  are  all  very 
pleased  to  see  the  C.  &  D.  sent  here  regularly.  The  verses  are 
very  interesting.  I  rode  into  Ladysmith  yesterday,  and  the  town 
was  gay  with  bunting  and  "  welcomes  "  to  Baden- Powell. 


Soutb  african  mews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


Relief-news  at  Cape  Town.— On  Monday,  May  21,  at 
12.30,  the  Governor  issued  the  official  notice  to  the  press  of 
the  relief  of  Mafeking,  and  the  populace  went  stark  staring 
mad  with  joy.  All  the  wholesale  drug-stores  were,  of  course, 
closed,  while  the  retail  pharmacies  observed  Sunday  hours. 
The  Adderley  Street  premises  of  Messrs.  Lennon  (Limited), 
Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  and  Petersen  &  Co.  were  profusely 
decorated  with  bunting,  which  included  the  Australasian, 
Canadian,  and  American  flags.  In  the  evening  the  buildings 
in  the  principal  streets  were  lighted  up  with  electric  fairy- 
lights  and  Chinese  lanterns. 

The  Lourenzo  Marques  Journal,  O  Futoro,  states 
that  among  other  British  subjects  expelled  from  the  South 
African  Republic  who  have  reached  Delagoa  Bay  is  Mr. 
Thomson,  chemist,  Krugersdorp.  For  a  while  Mr.  Thomson 
worked  with  the  Boer  ambulance,  but  received  orders  to 
"clear"  because  he  would  not  supply  the  poor  Dutch 
quarter  known  as  Burghershoop  with  patent  medicines  free 
of  charge.  Only  seven  Englishmen  remain  in  Krugersdorp, 
says  our  Portuguese  contemporary,  two  of  whom  are  making 
aerated  waters  for  the  hospital  and  officials,  and  two  act  as 
dispensers,  compounding  the  doctors'  prescriptions  and  dis- 
tributing patent  medicines  to  the  Boer  families.  No  pro- 
fession is  stated  in  connection  with  the  others,  but  we  think 
they  must  be  doctors,  otherwise  there  would  be  no  reason 
for  permitting  them  to  remain. 

Trade  with  South  Africa. 

(By  our  Cape  Correspondent.) 

Every  firm  that  exports  goods,  and  every  firm  that  con- 
templates doing  so,  ought  to  consider  the  question,  "  Where 
do  we  come  in  when  the  war  is  over  ? "  Some  are  pretty 
sanguine  as  to  the  trade  they  will  handle;  whether  they 
will  get  it  or  not  is  quite  another  matter.  Trade  follows 
the  flag,  they  say ;  but  British  merchants  who  have  come 
th  •  v*  m  this  direction  hitherto  are  those  who  have  forced 
their  business  to  the  front  by  legitimate  advertising  in 
mediums  that  "get  there,"  by  sending  to  likely  buyers 
literature  and  catalogues  got  up  neatly  and  advantageously 
with  illustrations  setting  forth  specialities,  and  by  generally 
letung  the  right  people  know  they  are  alive,  and  very  much 
so  at  that. 

ml*  ytU  ule  Personally  represented  in  South  Africa  by  a 
man  who  has  no  other  interests  in  hand  but  yours  in  your 
e  01  bus'ness,  and  you  back  him  up  with  the  right  kind  of 


advertising,  then  a  share  of  the  trade  that  is  to  be  is  yours  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  if  you  have  no  representative  on  the  spot 
there  remain  other  methods  of  getting  at  those  who  buy — 
i.e.,  by  mail  through  the  pages  of  your  trade  journal,  or  by 
the  same  means  from  your  own  office. 

The  best  medium  to  advertise  in  is  the  one  that  has  the 
largest  circulation  among  the  class  of  buyers  with  whom 
you  want  to  get  in  contact.  A  journal  that  circulates  well 
in  any  particular  territory  or  country  is  bound  to  have 
its  file  of  addresses  complete,  for  the  simple  reason  of  its 
having  agents  located  at  the  various  towns  and  capitals 
whose  business  it  is  to  keep  the  files  so.  Apart  from  this, 
too,  there  is  the  subscribers'  list.  Here  the  circulation 
speaks  for  itself.  It  follows,  then,  that  a  well-written  ad. 
published  in  such  a  medium  will  go  right  to  the  firm  abroad 
who  imports. 

When  you  have  anything  special  to  note,  illustrate  it.  A 
good  picture  tells  its  own  tale  much  better  than  lines  of 
"  copy  "  explanations.  State  the  terms,  give  the  shipping 
measurements,  method  of  packing,  and  other  particulars 
that  you  may  have  in  full,  so  that  an  intending  purchaser 
can  work  out  the  landed  cost  at  his  store  instanter.  In  all 
probability  he  won't  bother  much  about  you  should  these 
details  be  omitted,  but  pass  on  to  Blank  &  Co.'s  ad.  where 
all  this  is  to  be  found. 

The  next  item  presenting  features  for  consideration  is 
the  catalogue.  British  consuls  the  world  over  have  for 
years  past  been  trying  to  instil  into  the  British  exporter's 
brain  the  right  way  to  send  out  these  productions.  A  great 
deal  of  improvement  has  resulted  in  some  instances  ;  still, 
to-day,  the  fact  remains  that  catalogues  and  other  printed 
matter  are  sent  out  by  some  firms,  which  from  a  business 
point  of  view  are  not  worth  the  paper  they  are  printed  on. 
Your  goods  may  be  all  right — you  have  got  to  persuade  the 
reader  over-sea  that  this  is  a  fact ;  and  how  you  are  going 
to  do  this  with  a  catalogue  that  sadly  requires  to  be  made 
interesting  and  readable  is  a  subject  for  thought.  Again, 
new  remedies  and  lines  constantly  make  their  appearance. 
Particulars  of  these  are  not  always  available  in  the  trade 
journals.  You  might  do  worse  than  tell  the  man  who  has  a 
business  in  South  Africa  something  about  them.  Postage 
is  cheap,  and  it  pays  to  keep  your  name  and  your  business 
before  colonists. 

It  is  not  expected  that  there  will  be  a  big  demand  for 
"  luxury  "  and  "  holiday  goods  "  immediately  the  war  is  over. 
Some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  Transvaalers  can 
put  their  house  in  order ;  but  once  back  again  no  time  will 
be  needlessly  lost  in  getting  to  work.  Within  a  few  months 
from  the  arrival  of  "  Bobs  "  in  Pretoria  Transvaal  firms  will 
be  buying  enormous  quantities  of  druggists' wares  ;  indeed, 
it  is  difficult  to  calculate  the  possibilities  of  trade  that  the 
occupation  will  effect.  And  good  business  on  the  Rand  im- 
plies the  same  all  over  South  Africa. 

The  usual  course  of  trade  is  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  altered 
in  a  few  days.  It  may  be  noted,  however,  that  American 
agents  at  the  Cape  anticipate  brisk  business  after  the  war. 
They  may  not  raid  the  drug -trade,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
British,  very  forcibly  to  commence  with,  but  the  American 
is  a  great  competitor  for  trade,  and  there  is  no  telling 
just  what  he  can  do  until  his  energies  turn  in  that 
direction. 

Supposing,  for  example,  the  Americans  pushed  their  soaps 
in  South  Africa.  Milled  fancy  soaps  can  be  landed  any- 
where in  South  Africa  from  Chicago  and  Eastern  houses  at  a 
surprisingly  low  figure.  The  tablets  are  well  made,  full 
weight,  neatly  wrapped,  and,  from  observations  made  on  this 
market,  not  even  the  Germans  can  produce  goods  of  the 
"  German  quality  "  to  compete  with  these.  Similar  instances 
could  be  recorded.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in  regard  to 
the  many  smaller  details  which  go  to  make  the  chemist's 
store  complete,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  British  ex- 
porter will  do  all  in  his  power  to  secure  the  lion's  share  of 
the  trade  of  South  Africa,  which  rightly  belongs  to  him,  and 
will  continue  to  be  his  if  looked  after  sharply. 

[The  observations  by  a  business  man  on  the  spot  form 
an  excellent  supplement  to  our  article  of  June  9,  and  we 
cordially  commend  our  correspondent's  forcibly-expressed 
observations  to  all  British  houses.  We  may  repeat  that 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  the  only  druggist's  journal 
with  a  universal  subscription  circulation  in  South  Africa. — 
Editor.] 
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MR.  CHARLES  BOWEN  ALLEN,  who  has  been  appointed 
Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  has  been  a  factor  in  pharmaceutical  politics  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  In  the  early  eighties,  when  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  was  a  monthly,  Mr.  Allen  communicated  to  it  his 
views  on  several  occasions  regarding  the  sale  of  proprietary 
medicines,  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  other  practical  difficulties 


Ma.  Charles  Bowen  Allen. 

which  retail  pharmacists  have  to  deal  with.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  sixteen  years 
ago,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Andrews,  and  he  has  not  been  a  silent  member. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a  Cornishman,  and  began  his  business  career 
very  early,  being  apprenticed  to  Mr.  S.  Harvey,  of  Penzance. 
There  he  had  a  thoroughly  good  training  in  practical 
pharmacy  and  acquired  a  taste  for  the  manufacture  of 
galenicals,  which  has  received  concrete  expression  in  his 
own  well-equipped  pharmacy  in  Kilburn,  where  he  manu- 
factures everything  that  a  retail  pharmacist  possibly  can. 
Mr.  Allen  came  to  London  when  he  was  19  to  pass  the 
Minor  (this  was  in  November,  1872),  then  filled  a  situation 
in  Richmond  for  two  years,  when  he  filled  a  vacancy  with 
Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.  of  Oxford  Street.  While  there  he 
passed  the  Major  examination  in  July,  1876,  and  soon  after 
started  in  business  in  High  Street,  Kilburn.  His  pharmacy 
is  a  fairly  old-established  one,  as  it  dates  from  1846,  and 
although  it  is  a  first-class  family  business  it  is  in  a  keen 
competitive  district ;  but  Mr.  Allen  has  the  good  sense  to 
meet  competition  with  such  weapons  as  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  has  at  his  disposal.  He  publishes  one 
of  the  cleverest  price-lists  that  we  know  of.  It  is  neither  bulky 
nor  showy,  but  it  puts  the  case  for  the  practical  pharmacist 
very  well  indeed.  He  points  out  in  it  that  the  first  principle 
of  the  pharmacist's  business  is  the  personal  guarantee  of  his 
work  and  the  necessity  of  individual  qualification,  but 
remarks  regarding  it : — 

There  is  undoubtedly  need  for  public  enlightenment,  since  a 
misapprehension  generally  exists  that  all  establishments  open  for 
the  dispensing  of  medicines  are  subject  to  some  degree  of  State 
control,  sufficient  at  least  to  secure  the  public  safety. 

Although  this  very  needful  regulation  is  part  of  the  law  of 
almost  every  civilised  country  in  the  world  (including  many 
British  possessions,  the  colonies,  and  Ireland),  the  people  of 


Great  Britain,  so  far  as  legislation  goes,  are  unprotected  in  this 
most  important  direction,  and  are  themselves  entirely  responsible 
for  the  risks  incurred  in  dealing  with  cheap  physic. 

Therefore  no  pharmacist  who  desires  to  act  in  the  best  interest  I 
of  his  customers  can  apply  the  principles  of  trading  to  the  dis-  | 
pensing  of  medicines  without  seriously  jeopardising  the  welfare 
of  those  who  trust  him. 

We  hesitate  to  mention  this  price-list  of  Mr.  Allen's, 
because  he  may  be  inundated  with  applications  for  speci- 
mens  of  it.  Should  this  happen,  will  everyone  who  writes 
to  him  please  enclose  a  stamped  and  addressed  wrapper? 
Mr.  Allen  has  been  a  hard-working  Councillor,  and  we  do 
not  suppose  that  the  Vice-Presidency  will  add  greatly  to  his 
duties.  We  trust  that  he  will  give  his  personal  attention  to 
organising  more  attractive  evening  meetings  than  we  have 
had  during  the  past  few  sessions.  His  intimacy  with  prac- 
tical pharmacy  and  his  love  for  it  should  encourage  him  to 
get  papers  that  would  be  of  practical  interest  to  such  as 
himself,  and  if  he  keeps  that  as  an  aim  we  feel  sure  that 
the  meetings  will  be  much  better  attended  and  of  more 
interest  in  every  way. 


Wellcome  XaDoratonee. 

Chemical  Research. 


THE  work  which  has  during  the  past  session^been  com- 
municated to  the  Chemical  Society  and  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry  by  Dr.  F.  B.  Power  and  his  colleagues  in 
the  Wellcome  Chemical-research  Laboratories[has  sufficed  to 


No.  6  King  Street,  Snow  Hill. 

indicate  that  the  departure  which  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome 
inaugurated  in  1896  is  justified.  As  far  as  we  are  aware, 
Mr.  Wellcome  had  no  settled  plan  to  work  upon  when 
Dr.  Power  came  from  the  United  States  to  superintend  the 
research-laboratory  which  had  yet  to  be  born  ;  but  he  had  a 
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[pare  building  for  the  workers  in  Snow  Hill — No.  42,  the 
'number  for  light  and  leading— and  there  Dr.  Power, 
i,md  Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  who  had  been  assistant  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  research-laboratories,  began  their 
Lork,  and  they  were  soon  joined  by  Dr.  Schryver,  from  the 
University  College  laboratories.  Although  most  of  the  work 
Completed  has  been  communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society, 


lie  first  of  it  was  secured  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
inference,  and  we  dare  say  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
light  have  obtained  several  papers  from  the  laboratories  if 
ie  committee  entrusted  with  research  had  shown  the 
lightest  interest  in  this  new  scientific  venture.  So  far  the 
;loven  hoof  of  commercialism  has  not  appeared  in  Mr. 
i'ellcome's  scheme,  except  that  some  months  ago  the  Snow 
-ill  executive  pressed  the  researchers  so 
losely  that  a  distinct  building  was  leased 
>r  them  in  King  Street  adjoining,  which 

contiguous  to  the  Saracen's  Head  Hotel 
i  which,  readers  of  Dickens  may  remem- 
er,  Mr.  Squeers  foregathered  his  pupils  ere 
ley  took  their  cold  journey  to  Dotheboys 

all.  No.  6  King  Street  consists  of  four 
oors  and  a  basement.  We  learn  from  a 
rinted  statement  supplied  to  us  that  it  is  in 
he  Venetian  style.  On  entering  it  we 
assed  the  director's  office  on  the  left,  and 
waited  attention  in  the  library,  which  is 

ell  stocked  with  books  of  reference  such 
|  the  Chemical  Society's  journal,  the 
'erichte,  and  the  like.     There  we  were 

iken  under  Dr.  Power's  wing  and  con- 

ucted    downstairs,    where  combustions, 

takings,    and   stirrings    are  constantly 

sing  on,  an  electric  engine  being  used 

3r  the  mechanical  operations.    The  base- 

ent  also_  provides  cool  storage  for  inflani- 

able    liquids,    a  constant-temperature 

lartment  for  critical   experiments,  and 

dark-room  for  photographic  and  spectro- 

:opic  work.    The  laboratories  proper  are 

cated  on  the  first,  second,  and  third  floors 

:  the  'building.    They  are  similar  in  their 

rangement,  are  provided  with   gas  and 

ectricity    for    both    illuminating  and 

gating  purposes,  and  completely  equipped  with  all  the 

pessary  apparatus  and  appliances  for  conducting  chemi- 

u  investigations.     There  are  pumps  on  each  table  for 

tration   under   pressure,  and   special   adaptations  for 

icuum  distillations.     A   separate  connection  with  the 

ectric  main  supplies  the  current  for  heating  iron  plates 

sect  for  the  distillation  of  ether  and  other  similar  liquids. 


Each  laboratory  is  provided  with  fine  analytical  and 
ordinary  balances,  which  are  carefully  protected  from  dust 
and  moisture  by  tightly-fitting  glass  cases.  There  are 
also  telephones  on  each  floor,  communicating  between 
the  different  laboratories  and  with  the  director's  office 
and  the  basement.  The  interiors  which  we  illustrate 
are  the  first  floor,  where  Dr.  Jowett  works,  and  the 
director  when  he  has  the  time,  and  the 
third,  which  is  sacred  to  Dr.  Schryver. 
Our  curiosity  elicited  that  Dr.  Jowett  is 
still  going  ahead  with  his  pilocarpine- 
work,  and,  in  association  with  Professor 
C.  K.  Marshall,  the  pharmacologist  of 
St.  Andrews  University,  is  communicating 
several  papers  to  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation meeting  at  Ipswich  in  July.  Dr. 
Schryver  has  just  completed  the  first  part 
of  a  research  on  morphine  derivatives — 
chloro  and  bromo  niorphides — which  was 
communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society  this 
week.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that 
Mr.  Wellcome 's  scheme  is  adding  well  to 
the  general  knowledge  of  pharmaceutical 
chemistry.  It  is  a  costly  hobby,  for  money 
has  inot  been  spared  to  provide  the  most 
recent  appliances  and  apparatus  for  facili- 
tating and  perfecting  research,  so  that  it 
is  almost  with  a  sense  of  relief  that  we 
learn  from  the  printed  statement  "  that 
some  of  the  problems  which  engage  the 
time  and  attention  of  members  of  the 
staff  are  of  technical  application,  having 
reference  to  the  perfection  of  the 
chemical  products  of  Burroughs,  Well- 
come &  Co.  These  naturally  do  not 
always  afford  material  for  publication, 
and  many  ot^er  difficult  researches  extend  over  con- 
siderable periods  of  time."  We  have,  in  our  reports  of 
scientific  societies,  kept  pace  with  the  published  work, 
and  the  last  bit  on  cerium  oxalate  is  good  evidence 
of  the  style  of  thing  that  is  being  done — it  is  novel, 
thorough,    and    important    in  respect   to  Pharmacopoeia 


The  Laboratories,  Thikd  Floor. 


There  was  an  increase  last  year  in  the  production  of 
chromium  and  antimony  in  New  South  Wales,  and  a  decrease 
in  that  of  aluminium,  bismuth,  and  platinum,  the  value  of  the 
total  quantity  of  the  five  metals  raised  during  the  year  being 
27,298Z.,  an  increase  on  that  of  1898.  Limestone,  cobalt,  fire- 
clay, scheelite,  wolfram,  and  other  minerals  were  also 
obtained  to  the  value  of  62,185/. 
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British  pharmaceutical  Conference. 

A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  June  13.  T  here  were  present 
Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  (President),  Dr.  Attfield,  Dr.  Symes,  and 
Messrs.  Atkins,  Martin,  Martindale,  Hills,  and  Harrington 
(Vice-Presidents),  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Pro- 
fessor Greenish,  Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bowen,  Bird,  Collier, 
Druce,  Peck,  Wells,  and  White ;  Messrs.  Warren  and 
Cracknell  (Hon.  Local  Secretaries),  and  Messrs.  Naylor  and 
Ransom  (Hon.  General  Secretaries). 

Letters  expressing  regret  at  not  being  able  to  be  present 
were  received  from  Messrs.  Payne  and  Turney. 

It  was  resolved  that  letters  of  condolence  be  sent  to  the 
family  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Reynolds,  a  former  President 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Conference,  and  to  the  widow 
of  the  late  Mr.  R.  J.  Downes,  a  Vice-President  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

Mr.  Warren,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Committee,  presented 
a  draft  programme  of  the  arrangements  for  the  London 
meeting,  which  was  accepted. 

The  President  again  introduced  the  question  of  the  pro- 
posed 

Research  Scholarship, 

the  consideration  of  which  was  postponed  from  the  last 
meeting.  After  considerable  discussion  the  following  re- 
solution was  carried : — 

That  having  promises  towards  the  payment  of  a  research- worker, 
and  recognising  that  the  Research  Laboratory  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  is  the  best  place  for  such  work 
to  be  carried  out,  a  sub-committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  its  President,  or  a 
sub-committee  of  the  Council,  on  the  subject. 

The  President  announced  that  .he  had  received  promises 
of  subscriptions  of  five  guineas  per  annum  for  at  least  three 
years  from  the  following  sixteen  firms  and  individual  phar- 
macists :  — 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  London. 
Mr.  P.  B.  Benger,  Manchester. 
Messrs.  W.  L.  Bullock  &  Co.,  London. 
Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London. 
Mr.  E.  N.  Butt,  London. 

Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 

Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire  Si  Francis,  London. 

Messrs.  Horner  &  Sons,  London. 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  Stratford. 

Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.,  London. 

Messrs.  T.  Morson  ife  Sons,  London. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  London. 

Messrs.  Ransom  it  Son,  Hitchin. 

Mr.  P.  Wyatt  Squire,  London. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  London. 

The  list  is  now  open  for  further  promises  of  support  from 
members  of  the  Conference  and  others  interested  in  the 
object  of  the  fund. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  serve  on  the 
sub-committee  to  confer  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  on  the  subject : — The  President,  and 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney,  Druce,  Bowen,  and  Ransom. 

Assistant  Secretary  Resigns. 

Mr.  Naylor  announced  that  owing  to  failing  eyesight, 
which  threatened  to  terminate  in  blindness,  Mr.  Nightingale 
felt  compelled  to  send  in  his  resignation  as  Assistant  Secre- 
tary. 

The  resignation  was  accepted  with  regret,  and  the  deep 
sympathy  of  the  executive  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Nightingale 
in  his  affliction.  The  Secretaries  were  authorised  to  engage 
Mr.  J.  Hearn  to  undertake  temporarily  the  duties  of 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Mr.  Wells  intimated  that  an  official  invitation  to  the  Con- 
ference to  visit  Dublin  in  1901  would  be  given  at  the  annual 
meeting. 


The  following  sixty  gentlemen,  having  been  duly  no 
nated,  were  then  elected  members  of  the  Conference:  


F.  Andrews,  London 

A.  R.  Arrowsmith,  London 
W.  Barron,  Cheltenham 

B.  S.  Campkin,  Cambridge 
J.  P.  Catford,  Liverpool 

Alfd.     C.    Chapman,  F.I.C., 

F.C.S.,  London 
M.  Charlesworth,  Frizinghall 
J.  H.  Chin,  London 

E.  H.  Church,  Cambridge 

B.  Cockburn,  Hawick 

C.  T.  Cornwall,  Hanley 
J.  Gumming,  Crewe 
W.  Cummings,  Dundee 
John  D.  Cussons,  Ossett 

F.  Davis,  London 

A.  H.  Dawes,  London 
A.  Deck,  F.C.S.,  Cambridge 
L.  C.  Deverell,  London 
Alf.  Downing,  Stonehouse 
H.  T.  Escritt,  London 
R.  M.  Ewell,  Dover 

G.  F.  Forster,  London 
A.  Frayn,  Stonehouse 
L.  G.  Golds,  Norwood 
J.  H.  Gough,  Leeds 

G.  Watson  Gray,  Liverpool 
J.  B.  Harrison,  M.A.,  F.I.C., 

Georgetown,  Brit.  Guiana 
G.  W.  Hatfield,  London 
J.  Hearle,  London 
J.  A.  Heaton,  Burnley 


C.  Henley,  Lyme  Regis 
Sydney  P.  Jacques,  London 
J.  R.  Johnson,  Walthamsto\  | 
Ed.  Jones,  Walthamstow,  1 1 
E.  Kenp,  St.  Leonards-on-S ' 
S.  E.  Lock,  Fordingbridge 
J.   C.   MacCorquodale,  M I 

inch  (Fife) 
T.  Macfarlane,  Ottawa 
W.  Mair,  Edinburgh 
W.  Harrison  Martindale,  U 
T.  C.  Milton,  Exeter 
W.  B.  Nelson,  London 
J.  H.  Nidd,  Manchester 
Richard  Pain,  London 
H.  A.  Potter,  London 
J.  E.  S.  Puddaby,  Hull 
R.  P.  Rees,  Dowlais 
P.  A.  E.  Richards,  F.I.C.,  h 
C.  Ridley,  Newcastle-on-Tyi 
J.  T.  Roberts,  London 
S.  Roberts,  London 
W.  Stanley  Scott,  Cockermo  i 
A.  R.  Smith,  Kettering 
A.  E.  Spreckley,  London 
Richard  Sturton,  Oambridg< 
Chas.  A.  J.  Troughton,  H 

wood  (co.  Down) 
C.  W.  Turner,  Worcester 
G.  J.  Turner,  Clifton 
S.  A.  Woodhead,  Uckfield 
R.  Cranfield  Wren,  London 


MEETING  OF  LOCAL  COMMITTEE. 

The  Local  Committee  met  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W, 
on  June  20.  Mr.  Harrington  was  in  the  chair,  and  ab< 
forty  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

Some  discussion  took  place  as  to  whether  the  Chairman 
the  London  County  Council  or  the  Lord  Mayor  should 
asked  to  welcome  the  Conference,  but  it  was  agreed  that 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  the  pro] 
person  to  greet  the  Conference  in  London.  The  program 
adopted  by  the  Local  Committee  mentions  that  Mrs.  Mart 
dale  has  consented  to  take  charge  of  the  Ladies'  Committ 
and  gives  the  following  as  the  arrangements  already  ma 
for  the  meeting  on  July  23  to  26 : — 

Monday,  July  23.— 8.30  p.m.  :  Reception  by  the  President 
Conference  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel  Me'tropole.  Inst 
mental  and  vocal  music.    Light  refreshments 

Tuesday  July  24.— 10  a.m.  :  Opening  meeting  of  the  Conferei 
in  the  House  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  at  17  Bloomsb: 
Square. 

Welcome  by  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Address  by  the  President  of  the  Conference,  followed  by  t 
reading  and  discussion  of  papers. 

1  P.M.  :  Luncheon  at  the  King's  Hall,  Holborn  Restaurant. 

2  P.M. :  Reading  of  papers. 

4.30  P.M. :  Garden-party  in  the  Royal  Botanic  Garde 
Regent's  Park  ;  tea  and  music. 

The  evening  will  be  left  free  to  give  an  opportunity  of  visit 
theatres  or  other  places  of  amusement. 

The  Secretaries  will  be  pleased  to  secure  places  for  visitors 
any  of  these  on  receiving  timely  instructions.  In  most  instan 
it  is  necessary  to  make  such  arrangements  well  in  advance. 

Wednesday,  July  25.— The  Session  of  Conference  and  1 
luncheon,  as  on  Tuesday. 

4.30  p.m.— Afternoon  tea  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  hoi 

8  P.M.— Ballad  concert  in  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  for  which  I 
services  of  eminent  London  artistes  have  been  secured.  Dane 
from  10  to  12  p.m.  Refreshments. 

Thursday,  July  26.— About  9.45  a.m.  the  members  and  th 
friends  will  leave' Paddington  Station  by  special  train  for  Henl 
where  pleasure  barges  will  be  waiting  to  convey  them  down  I 
river  to  Maidenhead  Bridge,  passing  through  some  of  the  m 
historic  and  lovely  reaches  of  the  Thames.  Luncheon  and 
will  be  provided,  and  there  will  be  a  string  band  on  each  of 
barges.  Dinner  will  be  served  at  Skindle's  Hotel  at  Maidenni 
Bridge  at  6  p.m.,  and  the  party  will  return  to  Paddington  : 
special  train  from  Taplow. 

Books  op  Tickets.— No.  1  book,    10s.  6d.,  admits  to 
reception    at    Whitehall    Rooms;    luncheons  at  the  Holtx 
Restaurant;  garden-party  at  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens;  a 
concert  and  dance  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel  Metropole 

No.  2  book  of  tickets,  10s.  6d.  each  (if  purchased  on  or  bet' 
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lily  19),  includes  railway-fare  ;  river-excursion ;  luncheon,  tea' 

|The  numbers  of  these  tickets  is  limited,  and  must  be  applied 
c  not  later  than  July  19.  Tickets  that  may  remain  in  the  hands 
:  the  Secretaries  after  Thursday,  July  19,  will  be  charged  one 

HoWs!— The  headquarters  of  the  Conference  will  be  the  Hotel 
ietropole,  Northumberland  Avenue.  A  certain  number  of  rooms 
n  be  engaged  at  8s.  6d.  per  head  for  bed  and  breakfast,  including 
tendance,  "it  is  hoped  as  far  as  possible  to  get  country  members 
quarter  at  that  hotel ;  as  socially  it  is  more  satisfactory,  and 
;o  more  convenient  in  ensuring  the  punctual  carrying  out  of  the 
o"ramme  of  the  Conference.  The  Honorary  Local  Secretaries 
Mr.  W.  Warren,  24  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  or 
r.  H.  Cracknell,  17  Craven  Road,  W.,  will  be  pleased  to  book 
coinmodation  for  those  members  who  propose  visiting  London. 


Graoe*flDarks_Hpplieo  for. 

From  the  "  Trade  Marls  Journal,"  June  6, 1900). 
Blatol  "  and  initials  ;  for  insect-paste.    By  R.  Howard  &  Son, 

81  Calverley  Road,  Tunbridge  Wells.  229,546. 
vice  of  small  circular  tin  and  flames  ;  for  chemical  substances. 

By  Spiritine  (Limited),  5  Carteret  Street,  S.W.  229,909. 
iuKELOs";  for  opiate.    By  R.  Sumner  &  Co.,  50a  Lord  Street, 
:  Liverpool.  228,458. 

Wn's  Backache  Kidney-pills  "  and  wording ;  for  pills.  By 
the  Foster  McClellan  Company,  57  Shoe   Lane,  London. 
.  229,702. 

\talanta  Embrocation"  and  device  of  goddess  running;  for 
:  embrocation.    By  Dalby  &  Co.,  215   Barking    Road,  E. 
230,154. 

vice  of  nurse  bandaging  boy's  leg  ;  for  surgical  bandages.  By 
Vincent  Wood,  4  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars,  S.E.  228,377. 

Vrtabine"  (no  claim  for  "  Tartar  ") ;  for  baking-powder.  By 
8  J.  Poynter,  Son  &  Macdonald,  72  Great  Clyde  Street,  Glasgow. 
J  227,765. 

'  )igit  " ;   for  perfumery.     By  Wagel    Syndicate  (Limited), 
254a  High  Holborn,  London.  229,973. 

'Iantozone"  (no  claim  for  "Santo");   for  perfumery.  By 
Marshalls  (Limited),  27  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.  229,209. 


fll>arriaoes. 

Bayes — Horton. — On  June  5,  at  the  Friends'  Meeting- 
Use,  Woburn  Sands,  Beds,  J.  Austin  Bayes,  chemist  and 
uggist,  to  Mabel  L.  Horton,  Woburn  Sands. 

Docker— Stocks. — At  Bethel  Methodist  New  Connexion 
iiurch,  Brighouse,  on  June  14,  by  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Bain- 
lidge,  of  Manchester,  Lewis  Alexander  Cocker,  pharinaceu- 
1  al  chemist,  of  Mostyn  Street,  Llandudno,  to  Anne,  younger 
<aghter  of  Aid.  A.  O.  Stocks,  J.P.,  Grasmead,  Brighouse. 

Tottle— Robson.— On  June  12,  at  St.  John's,  Walton,  by 
|  Rev.  J.  J.  Tomson,  B.D.,  Samuel  Harpham  Tottle,  chemist 
fl  druggist,  third  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Lancelot  Tottle,  sen., 
<:  Hull,  to  Ada  Mary,  second  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Iward  Robson,  of  Greenheys,  Manchester. 


Deaths. 

^LCOCK.— At  Ulceby,  on  June  16,  Mr.  Edmund  H.  Alcock, 
<  iggist.  Aged  54.  Mr.  Alcock  was  the  eldest  son  of  the 
le  Mr.  R.  Alcock,  chemist,  Ulceby,  and  was  universally 
iijpected  in  the  town  and  district. 

[Satough.— At  Blackburn,  on  June  16,  Mr.  Joseph  Stanley 
J'tough,  who  formerly  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  and 
'iggist  in  King  William  Street,  Blackburn.  Aged  31.  Mr. 
J  tough  had  been  in  declining  health  for  several  months. 
JTitzhugh. — At  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  Hospital,  Deel- 
jitein,  S.  Africa,  of  enteric  fever,  Richard  Truman  Fitz- 
gh,  M.B.,  only  son  of  Mr.  R.  Fitzhugh,  J. P.,  President  of 
I  Nottingham  Chemists'  Association.    Aged  28. 

Kerr.— At  Panama,  on  May  18,  suddenly,  from  yellow 
|er,  William  Alexander  Kerr,  "La  Esperanza"  estate, 
>lvador,  Central  America,  aged  25  years,  younger  son  of 
- .  Charles  Kerr,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dundee. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Robert  W.  Bowers,  F.R.H.S.,  of  the  firm  of  Bowers 
Brothers,  printers,  89  Blackfriars  Road,  has  been  [made  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  London. 

Mr.  A.  M.  S.  Richardson,  who  has  just  been  appointed 
art  master  for  Brechin  School  Board,  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  Richardson,  chemist,  Dundee,  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  Technical  Institute,  Dundee,  for  the  past 
seven  years  as  student,  pupil  teacher,  and  latterly  as  assistant 

The  National  Union  of  Mineral-water  Manufac- 
turers are  promoting  a  testimonial  to  their  President,  Mr. 
Richard  Johnson,  J. P.,  of  Ince  Hall,  Wigan.  The  testi- 
monial, which  is  inrecognition  of  good  service  rendered  to  the 
mineral-water  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  during  Mr. 
Johnson's  ten  years'  presidency,  has  been  commenced  by  a 
vote  of  100  guineas  from  the  funds  of  the  union.  Mr. 
Walter  Davenport,  Secretary  of  the  London  Bottle  Exchange, 
Holland  Street,  Blackfriars,  is  collecting  in  London ;  and 
Mr.  William  Tooke,  Secretary  of  the  Union,  15  Calls,  Leeds, 
is  receiving  from  the  provinces. 

Alderman  Francis  Corder  Clayton,  of  Birmingham, 
who  has  been  appointed  Treasurer  and  Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  Birming- 
ham, is  an  old  pupil  of  the  late 
Mr.  Richard  Reynolds,  of  Leeds, 
and  passed  the  Major  examina- 
tion in  1865.  He  has  long  been 
connected  with  Sturge's  citric 
and  tartaric  acid  works,  and 
made  a  discovery  in  regard  to 
the  production  of  tartaric  acid, 
which  greatly  increased  the 
yield  from  argols.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  pharmacists  to  de- 
scribe how  granulated  effer- 
vescing preparations  were  made, 
and  although  his  process  was 
not  preferred  by  the  B.P.  it  is 
the  one  commonly  used  by 
manufacturers.  Mr.  Clayton  is  Alderman  F.  C.  Clayton. 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Mr.  Joseph  Edmund  Wright,  the  Senior  Wrangler  this 
year,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  Joseph  Wright,  chemist  and  druggist, 
174  Park  Road,  Liverpool,  and  was  born  at  Cheetham,  Man- 
chester, in  1878,  being  thus  22  years  of  age.  Removing 
from  Manchester  in  1888, 
Mr.  Wright  attended  the 
Windsor  Street  Wesleyan 
day  school,  Liverpool,  for 
three  or  four  years,  pass- 
ing in  1892  with  a  scholar- 
ship to  the  Liverpool 
Institute.  In  1896  he 
obtained  an  open  scholar- 
ship of  75Z.  a  year  at 
Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge. In  1898  Mr. 
Wright  secured  a  founda- 
tion scholarship  at  his 
College  of  the  value  of 
100Z.  a  year  for  five  years, 
which  he  still  holds.  His 
career  has  throughout 
been  most  brilliant,  and 
the  result  of  the  Tripos 
this  year  was,  by  many  of 
those  who  know  him,  con- 
sidered a  foregone  con- 
clusion. Mr.  Wright's  recreation  is  chess  ;  since  being  at 
Cambridge  he  has  obtained  his  "  Half-Blue  "  for  chess,  and 
has  just  been  elected  President  of  the  University  Club.  It 
is  not  often  that  a  Senior  Wrangler  emanates  from  the  drug- 
trade,  and  we  congratulate  both  Mr.  Wright  andhisfather  on 
the  brilliant  result. 


Mr.  J.  E.  Wright. 
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The  Industry  Bird. 

This  aquatic  bird  is  a  boon  companion  of  the  Bird  o'  Free- 
dom. It  is  benevolent,  courageous,  diplomatic,  and  a  fine 
cackler.  It  has  recently  gazed  into  the  eerie  of  the  French 
Eagle,  to  see  whether  it  will  make  a  comfortable  nest  for 
other  industrious  birds.  Says  that  it  will.  It  is  a  remark- 
ably sage  bird,  and  delights  in  coo-cooing  with  the  doves  of 
Somerset  House.  Although  its  wings  are  not  large,  it  tries 
to  shelter  all  young  birds  under  them.  Habitat,  Stratford  and 
Burlington  House.  Feeds  on  bismuth,  hypophosphites,  mer- 
curials, boiling-points  and  mineral  acids. 


£raoe  Botes, 


Messrs.  Ceesswell  Brothers  &  Schmitz,  of  Red  Lion 
Square,  W.C.,  opened  a  special  show  of  sponges  in  the  Mosley 
Hotel,  Manchester,  last  week,  and  have  been  doing  good 
business.  So  a  representative  of  the  G.  4'  learnt  when  he 
called  there  one  day  this  week.  He  found  the  sponges 
(chiefly  honey-comb)  displayed  in  three  large  showrooms. 
They  made  a  fine  show,  although  the  tiers  had  been  some- 
what depleted  by  purchasers. 

The  Chameleon  Patents  Manufacturing  Co. 
(Limited),  St.  Ann's  Hill,  Wandsworth,  makers  of  the 
"  Chameleon  "  patent  fly-catchers,  announce  in  our  adver- 
tisement columns  that  last  week  an  action  against  them  for 
alleged  infringement  of  Marshall's  fly-catcher  patent  was 
dismissed  by  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  with  costs.  Vendors 
who  have  been  cautioned  against  selling  fly-catchers  may 
like  to  know  that  the  "  Chameleon  "  is  not  an  infringement 
of  another  patent. 

Hayward's  Yellow-paste  Dip. — Messrs.  Tomlinson  & 
Hayward,  Mint  Street  Chemical-works,  Lincoln,  send  us  one 
of  the  new  posters  and  booklets  they  have  just  issued  ad- 
vertising this  dip.  The  poster  is  one  of  Cecil  Aldin's 
designing,  and  very  attractive.  The  dip  itself  is  claimed  to  be 
an  improved  form  of  sulphur  dip,  which  mixes  with  water  and 
makes  a  dip  which  keeps  off  maggot-fly,  and  is  lasting  in  its 
effects.  Chemists  who  deal  in  Hayward's  dips  should  send 
for  some  of  these  posters  and  booklets. 


Fallowfield's  Annual.— Mr.  J.  Fallowfield,  146  OharinJ 
Cross  Road,  W.,  sends  us  a  copy  of  the  forty-fust  issue  of  hil 
photographic  annual  and  catalogue  of  photographic  materials 
The  annual  now  runs  to  880  pages— it  was  153  pages  in  188! 1 
— and  contains  particulars  of  every  requirement  of  tin 
photographic  art.    The  list  of  goods  in  the  catalogue  ha; 
been  kept  well  up  to  date,  and  includes  the  new  "  Frena,' 
the  "  Cycle  Wizard  A "  cameras,  and  rotograph  bromide 
paper.    Photographic  chemists  should  send  for  a  copy  o 
this  annual. 

"Enule"  Suppositories.— Messrs.  Burroughs,  WelJcomJ 
&  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.C.,  have  added  an  opium  \ 
extract  "enule"  to  their  list  of  these  pharmaceutical  pro 
ductions.    We  have  before  mentioned  the  special  shape  of 
the  "  enules,"  and  the  fact  that  each  is  enclosed  in  a  patentee 
protective  sheath,  which  ensures  the  contents  keeping  per 
f  ectly.      The  opium-extract  "  enules "  contain  a  grain  o: 
extract  of  opium  in  each,  and  are  prescribed  by  physician; 
for  their  local  effect  and  on  account  of  the  slower  constitu- 
tional effects  which  medicines  have  when  administered  by 
the  rectum. 

"Mason"  in  Australia.— We  had  a  pleasant  chat  the 
other  day  with  Mr.  H.  Collard,  who  has  just  returned  fron 
Australia,  where  he  has  been  looking  after  the  interests  oi 
Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason,  Nottingham.  Mr.  Collard  visitec 
every  colony,  and  had  a  good  reception  from  chemists  botl 


i  retail  and  wholesale.  In  addition  to  filling  his  order-book,  he 
made  arrangements  for  bringing  Mason's  extract  more  promi- 
nently before  the  public.  One  of  the  means  is  shown  in  the 
engraving.  This  is  one  of  several  dozens  of  similar  carts 
which  will  soon  be  delivering  Mason's  extract  all  over  the 
Australian  continent,  and  the  horses  are  to  wear  straw  hats 

i  with  "  It's  Mason's  "  imprinted  on  the  hat.  The  hats  have 
caused  quite  a  sensation  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney.  There 
is  a  big  demand  for  summer  drinks  out  there,  as  may  be 
judged  by  this  bit  of  enterprise  on  the  part  of 
Newball  &  Mason. 


mew  Books. 


Adams,  W.  I.  L.  Amateur  Photography  :  a  Practical  Guide 
for  the  Beginner.  Illus.  New  ed.  12mo.  6s.  (New  York, 
London. 

Blake,  E.  Constipation  and  some  of  its  Associated  Disorden 
0  x  6L    Pp.  304.    5s.  net.  (Glaisher.) 

Keyes,  E.  L.,  Chetwood,  C.  H.  Venereal  Diseases:  their 
Complications  and  Sequela.    8vo.    12s.  Gd.  net.  (Bailliere.J 

Kolbe,  H.  Electrolysis  of  Organic  Compounds.  7£  x  9 
Pp.  56.    Is.  6d.  net.    Alembic  Club  Reprints.  (Simpkin.) 

Rusby,  H.  H.,  and  Jellifie,  S.  E.  Morphology  and  Histology  oj 
Plants  ;  designed  especially  as  a  Guide  to  Plant  Analysis  an 
Classification,  and  as  an  introduction  to  Pharmacognosy  ai 
Vegetable  Physiology.  Part  1  and  Part  2.  Plus.  bvo. 
(New  York)  London. 

Smith,  W.  J.    Medical  and  Surgical  Help  for  Shipmaster 
and  Officers  in  the  Merchant  Navy.     8  x  5£. 
(Griffin.) 


15s 
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©bsenmtions  anfc  TReflections. 


By  Xrayser. 


Not  Very  Hopeful  must  be  the  verdict,  I  fear,  on  the 
last  Council  meeting,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  prospects  of  a 
vigorous  handling  of  the  company-pharmacy  question  are 
concerned.  The  election  of  Mr.  Newsholme,  Mr.  Allen,  and 
Mr.  AtMns  to  the  official  positions  had,  perhaps,  only  personal 
significance,  but  it  happens  that  these  gentlemen  are  all 
stalwart  apathetics,  if  the  term  can  be  allowed.  The  mis- 
fortune of  this  choice,  from  the  point  of  view  of  those  who 
wish  to  see  earnest  and  educative  co-operation  with  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  his  efforts  to  mend  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  its 
defective  place,  is  that  even  if  a  majority  of  the  Council 
should  be  in  favour  of  such  a  course,  effective  representation 
of  their  desires  can  hardly  be  hoped  for  from  men  so  little  in 
sympathy  with  that  policy. 

*  *  *  * 

But  it  is  Only  too  Probable  that  these  officers  do 
actually  represent  the  majority  of  the  Council  in  this 
company-matter.  The  alacrity  with  which  Mr.  Hills's 
motion  was  accepted  was  the  formal  homage  paid  to  the  will 
of  the  constituency  ;  but  the  reluctance  to  admit  that  this 
was  to  be  accepted  as  a  reversal  of  the  policy  of  March  last, 
and  the  rejection  of  every  suggestion  that  the  committee 
should  report  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  were 
circumstances  which  certainly  did  not  indicate  much  under- 
lying enthusiasm  in  the  cause.  A  determined  Council 
with  a  sympathetic  leader  might  even  now  secure  the 
influential  friendship  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  and  with  a 
clear  and  well-defined  policy  of  a  reasonable  character 
much  might  now  be  done  for  the  re-establishment  of 
pharmacy  on  the  lines  of  the  Act  of  1868.  But  two  or  three 
members  of  the  Council  cannot  accomplish  this.  Against 
them  there  is  the  dead-weight  of  men  who  do  not  want  to  do 
anything ;  of  others  who  recoil  before  ten  words  from  Mr. 
Ritchie  as  if  his  edict  were  on  a  par  with  the  law  of  gravita- 
tion;  and  of  others  who  will  not  soil  themselves  by  even 
contesting  with  companies.  It  is  an  almost  hopeless 
prospect ;  but  it  might  be  improved  if  chemists  who  are  in 
earnest  would  bombard  their  representatives  with  urgent 
protest. 

*  *  *  * 

Crabs'  Eyes  as  Medicine  is  a  topic  which  is  just 
now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  inquisitive  but 
useful  folk  who  rake  up  and  solve  all  sorts  of  curious 
problems  in  the  pages  of  Notes  and  Queries.  Mr.  C.  F. 
Forshaw,  of  Bradford,  states  that  250  years  ago  crabs'  eyes 
were  much  in  vogue  for  stoppage  of  the  bowels,  and  were 
sold  in  London  at  5s.  4d.  per  lb.,  but  he  does  not  give  his 
authority  for  this  very  definite  statement.  Another  corre- 
spondent well  known  to  C.  $  D.  readers,  "  C.  C.  B.,"  tells 
briefly,  what  is  known  to  pharmacists  about  this  old-world 
remedy.  They  were  small  stones,  he  says,  found  in  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain,  or  as  some  say  in  the  stomach,  of  the 
river  crayfish  (Astacus  fluviatilis).  They  were  composed 
chiefly  of  lime,  and  »  C.  C.  B."  adds  that  the  name  is  still  in 
use  in  druggists'  shops,  but  he  "  understands  "  that  prepared 
chalk  is  now  generally  supplied.  It  was  in  the  form  of 
gascoign  balls  that  crabs'  eyes  seem  to  have  become  popular, 
these  articles  still  linger  in  a  good  many  country 
chemists'  shops,  and  I  suppose  are  even  now  sometimes 
asked  for.    They  ought  to  be  compounds  of  crabs'  eyes, 

e  toes  of  crabs'  claws  (these  were  the  black  tips  of 
ne  claws  of  sea-crabs)  with  powdered  pearls,  powdered 
•coral,  amber,  oriental  bezoar,  ambergris,  and  saffron.  I 


wonder  Whether  they  were  ever  made  in  that  way,  and  what 
they  originally  sold  at.  Who  makes  them  now,  and  how  '.' 
I  "  understand  "  nothing,  and  I  hate  to  be  suspicious  ;  but  I 
doubt  if  even  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association  would  care 
to  defend  a  charge  of  having  sold  a  Gascoign  ball  devoid  of 
amber,  bezoar,  coral,  and  pearl. 

How  those  Old  Remedies  are  slipping  away  from  us ! 
Perhaps  the  glob.  Gascoign.  and  the  glob,  contrayervro,  the 
crabs'  eyes  and  the  bezoars  are  no  great  loss,  but  the  old 
drugs  which  have  weathered  every  wind  of  doctrine  from 
Hippocrates  to  Hahnemann  are  threatened.  "  A  pound  of 
senna  would  last  me  two  years,"  said  the  owner  of  a  fashion- 
able pharmacy  to  me  the  other  day.  And  the  novelties  of 
my  youth,  ipodophyllin  and  salicylic  acid,  chrysarobin  and 
ichthyol,  the  fluid  extracts  and  the  laniellas,  were  likewise 
getting  out  of  date  with  him.  "  Antitoxin,  trimethylamine, 
urotropin,  analgen,  and  propylamine,  these  are  the  sort  of 
remedies  we  have  to  be  familiar  with  nowadays,"  he  said.  I 
suppose  we  are  advancing. 

*  *  *  * 

And  the  Old  Order  Passeth  in  other  industries  besides 
medicine.  In  a  review  of  the  revolution  of  modern  chemical 
industry  in  the  current  number  of  the  Revue  des  Deux 
Moudes,  written  a  inopos  of  the  Paris  Exhibition  by  M.  A. 
Dastre,  an  almost  pathetic  sketch  of  the  overthrow  of 
madder  by  alizarin  finds  its  point  in  the  statement  that  the 
French  soldiers  red  trousers,  which  once  owed  their  colour 
to  the  product  of  the  Normandy  fields,  are  now  dyed  by 
crystals  from  a  Rhenish  factory.  But  Gallic  grief  is  in  some 
degree  consoled  by  the  contemplation  of  the  contest  between 
artificial  and  natural  indigo  "  in  which  our  English  neigh- 
bours are  more  concerned."  M.  Dastre  is  not  quite  confident 
about  the  result.  There  are  thirty-eight  German  patents  for 
artificial  indigo  ;  they  are  the  result  of  the  most  profound 
investigation  by  the  most  patient  and  skilful  of  German 
chemists,  and  several  of  them  are  in  actual  operation  at  the 
present  time.  But,  M.  Dastre  says,  the  culture  of  the 
natural  indigo  is  susceptible  of  much  improvement,  and  its 
resistance  to  its  synthetic  rival  may  be  long,  and,  he  hints, 
may  even  yet  be  successful.  But  the  scare  is,  at  all  events, 
considerable.  The  indigo-fields  in  North-West  India  in  1896 
covered  1,876  square  kilometres  ;  in  1898  the  area  occupied 
by  this  cultivation  was  only  953  square  kilometres,  and 
growers  are  being  everywhere  advised  to  abandon  indigo  for 
tobacco.  M.  Dastre  anticipates  that  this  Exhibition  will 
reveal  the  progress  that  is  being  made  in  this  development 
of  the  coal-tar  colour  industries.  If  indigo  should  be  ulti- 
mately superseded  by  its  chemical  rival,  a  sort  of  poetic 
justice  will  have  been  done,  for  it  won  its  way  in  Europe 
after  a  bitter  contest  with  the  prescriptive  rights  of  the  old 
woad,  the  Isatis  tinetoria.  Queen  Elizabeth  in  England,  and 
Henri  IV.  in  France,  forbade  its  use.  The  French  decree 
made  its  possession  a  capital  offence.  In  Saxony  and 
Wurtemberg,  too,  laws  against  it  existed.  But  its  Dutch 
importers  persevered.  Woad  was  no  match  for  it  as  a  dye, 
and  when  Colbert  established  the  Gobelins  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  he  expressly  authorised  the  use  of  indigo 
as  a  dye. 

*  *         *  * 

The  Evidence  in  the  North  London  spirit-of-nitre  case 
reported  last  week  goes  to  show  not  only  how  difficult  it  is 
to  keep  the  article  up  to  Pharmacopoeia  strength  in  a  shop- 
bottle,  no  matter  how  scrupulous  and  conscientious  the 
vendor  may  be,  but  also  the  practical  impossibility  of 
analysing  the  article  sold.  The  distribution  of  the  three 
parts  of  the  purchase  as  required  by  the  Act  depreciates  the 
quality  of  the  article,  no  matter  how  skilfully  the  operation 
may  be  performed,  and  nobody  can  tell  to  what  extent.  This 
depends  on  the  weather,  the  manipulation,  the  vessels  used, 
and  the  time  occupied.  Clearly  the  third  part  which  reaches 
the  analyst  will  be  only  a  distant  relation  of  the  substance 
sold.  And  if  three  little  bottles  should  be  purchased  instead 
of  a  bulk  quantity,  the  mere  distribution  of  the  bottles  among 
the  vendor,  the  purchaser,  and  the  analyst  will  not,  as  we 
know,  be  a  compliance  with  the  statute.  So  that  if  a  High 
Court  case  in  respect  to  spirit  of  nitre  should  be  taken,  and 
such  evidence  submitted  as  was  produced  by  the  Chemists' 
Defence  Association  at  Dalston,  the  result  will  most  likely 
be  to  practically  bar  spirit-of-nitre  prosecutions  altogether. 


1034 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


June  23,  1900 


For 

Special  Announcement 
respecting 
New  Trade  Terms  of  Supply 
and 

Minimum  Retail  Prices 
(under  P.  A.  T.  A.), 
p.  14. 


THE  "SANTAS"  CO.,  UM. 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 

GADD'S 

GUARANTEED 
GALENICALS. 

EVANS,  GADD  &  Co., 

BRISTOL  and  EXETER. 

WILCOX  &  CO., 

83  Mortimer  Street,  LONDON,  W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCHSCERMAN 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    EXECUTED        LOWEST  PRICES. 


66 


99 


Can  be  obtained  from  all  Ohemista, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz.  Tins, 
price  Is. 


V* 


Can  be 
obtained    from  all 
Chemists,  Giocers,  &c,  in  4-oz.  Tin?, 
price  la. 


SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWGATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  VolumeBol 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Registrations 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  infringement! 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FURNIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 


Fletchers', 


Ebttonal  Comments. 


Arsenical  Sodium  Phosphate. 

A  solicitor,  in  applying  to  Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  yesterday  at 
Marylebone  Police  Court  on  behalf  of  the  Paddington  Vestry 
for  summonses  against  two  chemists  for  selling  a  laxative 
drug  known  as  effervescent  phosphate  of  soda,  stated  that 
upon  analysis  the  preparation  was  found  to  contain  in  one 
case  3k  gr.,  and  in  the  other  8^  gr.  of  arsenic  per  lb.  If  taken 
in  this  adulterated  state,  said  the  applicant,  he  was  advised 
by  the  medical  officer  of  health  this  drug  was  undoubtedly 
dangerous  to  life  and  liable  to  produce  fatal  results.  He 
thought  the  public  should  know  this  and  thus  be  put  on  their 
guard.  Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  acquiesced. — Morning  Paper, 
June  16. 

This  brief  report  is  the  opening  to  an  exposure  in  which 
the  whole  drug-trade  of  this  country  is  more  or  less 
directly  interested,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  facts  should 
as  far  as  possible  be  stated.  It  may  be  noted  that  "  com- 
mercial "  sodium  phosphate  frequently  contains  traces  of 
arsenic,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  the  samples  of  the  effer- 
vescent article  referred  to  at  Marylebone  contain  more  than 
traces,  so  that  it  is  an  extraordinary  impurity  which 
is  under  investigation.  The  first  intimation  of  the 
occurrence  of  this  impurity  in  effervescent  phosphate  of 
soda  was  received  early  in  May  by  several  firms 
in  London  and  the  provinces  from  Messrs.  Alfred 
Bishop  (Limited),  who  telegraphed  requesting  them  to  stop 
the  sale  of  any  granulated  effervescent  phosphate  of  soda 
of  their  manufacture,  and  to  trace  all  that  had  been  sold,  as 
it  was  "  dangerous."  A  letter  of  explanation  followed,  which 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  firm  had  received  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams,  informing  them  that  a 
parcel  of  sodium  phosphate  supplied  to  Messrs.  Bishop 
contained  a  dangerous  percentage  of  an  arsenical  pre- 
paration. This  sodium  phosphate  was  supplied  in  the 
ordinary  way  of  trade  from  November  15,  1899,  to  the  end 
of  April,  1900,  and  it  had  been  used  in  the  effervescing  salt 
supplied.  As  soon  as  they  learnt  of  the  danger,  Messrs. 
Bishop  took  what  steps  they  could  to  stop  distribution  of  the 
effervescent  phosphate.  This  appeared  to  be  so  far  success- 
ful ;  but  some  large  retailers — notably  one  of  the  great  dis- 
tributive stores — stated  that  they  could  not  recall  what  they 
had  sold,  and  some  of  it  had  gone  out  of  the  country. 
Possibly  there  were  many  others  in  the  same  position, 
especially  proprietary-medicine  houses.  Again  Messrs. 
Bishop  returned  to  the  matter,  and  ten  days  ago  they 
issued  a  "  private  and  confidential "  circular-letter 
in  similar  terms  to  the  May  one.  Whether  the  Mary- 
lebone cases  are  a  result  of  this  circularising  or  not  will  be 
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seen  when  they  come  before  the  Court ;  but  the  disquieting- 
feature  about  them  is  that  an  effervescing  phosphate  of  soda, 
not  made  by  Messrs.  Bishop  is  stated  to  be  implicated,  as 
well  as  a  supply  of  sodium  phosphate  which  comes  from  a 
source,  not  Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams,  that  has  not  trans- 
pired. This  brings  all  sodium  phosphate  and  its  effervescing 
compound  under  suspicion,  and  it  is  imperative  that  those 
who  hold  stock  of  these,  whether  of  English  or  German 
origin,  should  without  delay  have  them  tested  for  arsenic. 
We  have  no  desire  to  magnify  the  danger — indeed, 
it  is  conceivable  that  up  to  a  certain  point  arsenic 
as  an  impurity  in  the  salt  would  not  be  a  violent 
and  fatal  poison — but  it  will  be  seen  that  one  effer- 
vescent preparation  which  forms  the  subject  of  a  summons 
is  alleged  to  contain  over  8  gr.  of  arsenious  acid  per  lb. 
or  i  gr.  in  the  maximum  official  dose.  The  largest  13. P. 
dose  of  arsenious  acid  is  gr.  We  regret  that  the  linns 
who  are  concerned  in  the  matter  have  refrained  from  giving 
the  widest  publicity  to  the  danger,  as  they  might  have  done 
by  communicating  the  facts  to  the  journals  of  the  trade. 
There  is  a  disquieting  secrecy  about  the  whole  matter,  and 
it  has  has  its  reflex  this  week  in  inquiries  by  large  dis- 
tributors who  are  unaware  of  the  facts  of  the  matter. 
This  is  far  from  being  satisfactory,  but  we  hope  that  the 
■warning  is  not  too  late,  and  that  further  evil  will  be 
averted. 


The  Conference  in  London. 

!VVe  publish  to-day  two  reports  dealing  with  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference.  In  the  first  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  President,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  has  initiated  a 
iiovement  in  regard  to  Pharmacopceial  research  which 
Is  likely  to  be  attended  with  important  results.  Mr. 
BEolmes  has  instituted  a  research  fund  with  the  aid  of 
, wholesale  houses  and  others  who  are  desirous  of  seeing 
he  pharmaceutical  part  in  the  revision  of  the  national 
Pharmacopoeia  brought  into  a  more  healthy  position. 
Mr.  Holmes  was  one  of  the  experts  retained  by  the  General 
vledical  Council  for  the  revision  of  the  last  Pharmacopoeia, 
And  we  presume  that  he  has  not  taken  this  important 
tep  without  knowing  that  it  was  really  needed.    It  is  just 

I  month  since  Mr.  Carteighe,  replying  to  Mr.  Butt's  ex- 
posure of  the  mess  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had 
aade  of  the  Bloomsbury  research-scheme,  declared  that  it 
/as  going  along  swimmingly,  as  witness  the  desire  of  the 

eneral  Medical  Council  to  get  the  assistance  of  the  Research 
laboratory  to  do  ash-yields  and  other  things  of  that  nature 
,>r  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee.  A  month  before  that 
|r.  Holmes  had  put  his  research-scheme  before  the 
onference  Executive  in  all  seriousness,  and  after  discussion 

II  was  held  over  until  la=-t  week's  meeting  for  final  deci- 
:on.  What  are  we  to  think  of  its  adoption  now? 
ust  the  answer  not  be  that  the  well-informed  members  of 
e_  Conference  Executive  feel  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
>ciety  is  not  able  to  give  all  the  pharmaceutical  assistance 
at  the  General  Medical  Council  requires?  That  seems 
nclusive.  And  why  should  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
t  be  able  to  give  that  assistance  ?  That  we  cannot 
swer;  it  has  almost  sixty  years  of  life  and  reputation, 
iple  pecuniary  resources,  the  premises  which  the  Pharma- 
utical  Conference  borrows  a  few  times  a  year,  but  it  lacks 
and  lacks  woefully-the  personal  sympathy  of  practical 
armacists,  and  willing  workers  in  research.  And  why  ? 
cause  the  comparatively  limited  circle  of  gentlemen  who 
rk  the  Society  do  not  encourage  that  sympathy. 
3  happen  to  describe  this  week  the  Wellcome  chemical- 
search  laboratories.    The  director  of  these  is  an  American 


pharmacist,  who  was  one  of  the  principal  workers  in  the 
revision  of  the  last  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  and  a  leader 
in  American  pharmaceutical  education.  He  was  a  favourite 
pupil  and  assistant  of  Fliickiger,  one  of  the  Society's 
most  honoured  foreign  members,  and  its  first  Hanbury 
medallist.  This  gentleman  has  been  four  years  in  our 
midst,  and  has  during  that  time  directed  the  most  im- 
portant pharmaceutical  researches  that  have  been  recorded 
in  this  country,  but  the  office-bearers  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  have  not  yet  held  out  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship  to  him.  We  mention  this  as  an  instance  of  the 
courtesy  of  the  Bloomsbury  leaders.  There  was  another 
example  of  the  same  spirit  on  Wednesday,  when  the 
Local  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  met  in 
the  Council  chamber.  There  was  a  proposal  to  have  a 
civic  authority  to  welcome  the  Conference  to  London  on 
somewhat  the  same  lines  as  Liverpool,  Belfast,  Glasgow,  and 
other  cities ;  but  Mr.  Carteighe,  as  the  mouthpiece  of 
the  Select  Committee,  sat  upon  that  proposal,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  Lord  Mayor  would  not  receive  so  unimportant 
a  body,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  the  proper  person  to  do  it.  So  we  have  the  spectacle  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  being  received  at  the 
Mansion  House  on  the  third  week  of  July,  and  a  select  com- 
mittee of  the  State-recognised  body  of  pharmacists  shirking 
the  polite  task  of  approaching  the  Lord  Mayor  in  regard  to 
that  official  recognition  which  is  extended  to  grocers,  alkali- 
makers,  leather-chemists,  brewers,  and  others  of  less  statutory 
importance.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  this  is  not 
a  direct  reflection  upon  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference ;  it  only  indirectly  affects  it  in  so  far  as  the  official 
representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  for 
some  subtle  reason  arranged  that  the  Conference  shall 
receive  no  higher  recognition  than  that  which  the  Society 
can  give.  Nevertheless,  we  trust  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference will  see  to  it  that  all  honour  is  paid  to  the  President 
(Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes),  one  of  the  most  distinguished  pharma- 
cognosists  in  the  world,  and  who,  in  respect  to  his  dis- 
tinction as  a  scientist,  was  elected  to  the  presidency. 

The  Colonial  Practitioner. 

The  practice  of  medicine  in  the  colonies,  like  that  of  phar- 
macy, is  conducted  under  somewdiat  different  conditions 
from  those  at  home.  Different,  but  in  many  respects  similar, 
for  while  the  plaint  of  the  medico  is  glossed  over  by  the 
veneer  of  superior  diction  in  the  public  utterances  and 
writings  of  the  profession  in  this  country,  a  plainer  promin- 
ence is  obtained  in  "  less  civilised "  communities  where 
articulation  smacks  of  the  bare  truth  as  engendered  by  a 
closer  communion  with  Nature.  To  the  horror  of  the 
superior  person  they  treat  the  profession  from  a  business 
point  of  view.  Thus  the  Presidential  Address  delivered  by 
Dr.  Walter  Thomas  to  the  New  Zealand  Branch  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  at  Christchurch.  as  set  forth  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Lancet,  is  a  breezy,  outspoken,  and  note- 
worthy performance.  First  of  all  Dr.  Thomas  contrasts  the 
difference  in  esprit  dc  corps  observable  between  the  coloiral 
practitioner  and  his  brethren  in  this  country.  In  the 
earlier  stages  of  a  new  country  it  is  not  easy,  he  says,  for 
the  profession  to  take  up  the  proper  and  assertive  position  in 
regard  to  its  rights,  owing  to  isolation  and  the  difficulty  of 
concerted  action.  And  he  urges  a  greater  unity  of  pro- 
fessional action  by  his  brethren  in  the  colonies  as  b;ing 
absolutely  necessary.  The  dictum  is  universally  laid  down 
at  present  in  colonial  medical  circles  that  a  man  must  make 
the  most  of  his  patient  as  long  as  he  is  his  patient,  for  the 
patient  is  only  making  use  of  the  doctor  in  a  casual  sort 
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of  way,  and  will  throw  him  up  on  the  most  frivolous  pretext 
in  order,  perhaps,  to  consult  some   newly-arrived  quack. 
Medical  experience  encourages  the  suspicion,  he  says,  that 
one's  clients  may  roughly  be  divided  into  two  classes — the 
first  calling  the  doctor  in  to  prevent  the  annoyance  of  an 
inquest,  the  second  doing  so  in  order  to  have  someone  to 
blame  should  anything  untoward  occur.    The  next  point  he 
brings  forward  is  the  instinctive  antagonism  of  laymen  to 
doctors  as  a  class,  and  he  points  out  that  evidence  of  this 
is  to  be  seen  in  any  legal  case  in  which  the  medical  prac- 
titioner   individually  or   collectively  is  interested.  The 
public    always    applaud    when    evidence    against  the 
profession    is    given,    but  preserve    a    virtuous  silence 
when    it    goes    the    other    way.     Again,    the  receipt 
of    medical  benefits   is    popularly  viewed   as   a  luxury 
and  not  as  a  necessity  ;  thus  it  is  irksome  for  some  people 
to  have  to  pay  a  doctor's  bill.    Another  great  objection 
raised  by  the  laity  is  that  doctors'  fees  are  too  high,  patients 
thus  being  driven  to  the  chemist.    On  this  point  a  writer 
remarks  :  "  Considering  the  number  of  hospitals  and  clubs 
which  everywhere  abound  in  the  colony,  the  number  of 
quack  medicines  which  are  consumed,  the  frequency  with 
which  people  resort  to  the  chemist  without  ever  thinking  of 
going  to  the  doctor  at  all,  and  the  large  number  of  persons 
who,  when  they  do  go  to  the  doctor,  never  pay  him  if  they 
can  avoid  it,  it  is  just  a  little  difficult  to  see  where  an 
opportunity  for  reduction  of  fees  shows  itself.    The  general 
practitioner,  if  not  a  club  doctor,  is  driven  into  specialities. 
A  specialist's  consultation  and  [operation  fees  are  paid  al- 
most without  question,  while  the  fee  of  the  general  prac- 
titioner is  uniformly  begrudged.    He  seldom  gets  a  second 
consultation,  his  first  prescription  does  duty  over  and  over 
again,  and  is  frequently  lent  to  a  neighbour.    The  patient 
alone  is  benefited,  and  yet  in  face  of  all  this  doctors  are 
told  the  fee  is  too  high,  and  counter-prescribing  is  the 
inevitable  consequence.    The  fact  is  counter-prescribing 
is  carried  on  quite  irrespective  of  any  medical  tariff  what- 
ever, and  would  go  on  if  medical  men  charged  nothing  at 
all."    Continuing,  the  doctor  said  that  there  was  lessened 
sentiment  and  more  ingratitude  in  the  colonies.    If  doctors 
do  not  respond  to  a  "call "at  a  moment's  notice  they  are 
designated  unfeeling  and  cruel ;  they  are  subjected  to  many 
useless  calls  ;  and  he  quoted  cases  where  himself  and  friends 
had,  with  much  inconvenience,  turned  out  to  cases  to  find 
them  either  trifling  or  to    find    several  other  physicians 
already  there   on   the  same    errand.     One  of  the  most 
marked  drawbacks  to  colonial  practice  is  the  craving  for 
specifics  and  encouragement  of  quackery  by  colonists.  This 
was  well  exemplified  by  a  witness  before  a  magistrate  ex- 
plaining that  certain  money  of  his  which  had  somewhat 
mysteriously  disappeared  had  gone  to  buy  some  thirty  cases 
of  patent  medicines  which  he  had  consumed  during  an 
illness.    Blind  faith  in  advertisements,  and  in  anything  that 
quack  doctors  say,  are  two  of  the   greatest  evils  which 
regular  colonial  practitioners  have  to  combat. 

"  Beilstein  "  and  "Richter." 

Approximately  coincident  with  the  close  of  the  century, 
two  noteworthy  books,  which  must  prove  practically  indis- 
pensable, have  been  completed  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  many  workers  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  organic 
chemistry.  Towards  the  end  of  last  year  the  third  edition 
of  Beilstein's  well-known  "  Handbook  of  Organic  Chemistry  " 
was  completed.  This  magnificent  work,  in  four  large 
volumes,  undertakes  to  give  information  regarding  the 
preparation  and  properties  of  every  organic  compound  which 
had  been  obtained  and  analysed  up  to  the  latest  possible 


date  before  the  issue  of  the  respective  volumes.  This  yeai 
there  has  been  completed  another  book  like  it — Richter'; 
"  Lexicon  of  the  Carbon  Compounds."  It  forms  two  volume; 
extending  together  to  nearly  2,500  pages.  These  volume; 
are  uniform  with  "  Beilstein,"  to  which  they  form  an  invalu- 
able adjunct  and  complement.  The  plan  upon  whicl 
"  Richter  "  is  arranged  is  sufficiently  simple  to  be  masterei 
in  a  few  minutes.  All  the  analysed  compounds  of  carbon— 
a  matter  of  some  65,000  different  substances — are  arrange( 
in  the  order,  first,  of  the  number  of  their  carbon  atoms,  aru 
then  within  each  of  the  groups  so  obtained,  and,  following  ; 
fixed  system,  according  to  the  number  of  atoms  of  the  othe 
elements  which  they  contain.  The  formulae  for  substance: 
thus  supply  a  very  simple  kind  of  index,  whilst  isomeric  sub 
stances,  however  different  they  may  be  in  properties,  an 
brought  side  by  side.  When  it  is  desired  to  learn  particular 
regarding  the  known  compounds  represented  by  any  give: 
empirical  formula,  it  is  only  necessary  to  look  up  the  formul: ' 
in  question  (which  may  quickly  be  found  in  its  appropriat 
place),  when  a  few  details  are  obtained  with  respect  to  eac! 
substance,  together  with  references  to  the  original  literatur 
and  to  the  volume  and  page  in  Beilstein  at  which  each  i 
described.  Taken  together,  Beilstein  and  Richter  supply 
most  instructive  object-lesson  in  regard  to  the  enormou 
magnitude  to  which  the  organic  branch  of  chemistry  ha 
now  attained.  Supplementary  volumes  to  both  work 
designed  to  embrace  the  literature  still  more  recent  tha 
that  which  is  dealt  with  in  the  so-far  completed  works,  ai 
already  in  preparation.  The  organic  chemist  has  now  litt. 
to  desire  in  the  way  of  comprehensive  guides  and  indexes  t 
his  subject.  What  worker  or  band  of  workers  will  undertal 
to  supply  analytical  chemistry  with  anything  like  an  equal) 
satisfactory  guide  to  the  enormous  and  scattered  literatui 
of  this  equally  important  branch  ?  Here  is  a  great  oppo 
tunity  still  open  to  British  chemists. 


SCHEDULING   CARBOLIC  ACID. 

The  Privy  Council's  decision  in  regard  to  the  schedulii 
of  carbolic  acid  as  a  poison  may  be  expected  before  tl 
next  Pharmaceutical  Council  meeting.  We  understand  th; 
there  is  an  impediment  to  the  adoption  of  the  Councr 
resolution  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  last  passed ;  but  t 
believe  that  it  can  be  modified  without  diminishing  t! 
safeguard  to  the  public  in  regard  to  retail  sales,  and  wi 
this  modification  the  necessary  sanction  from  the  Prr  t 
Council  would  be  obtained  without  further  delay. 

ADVERTISING  BY  DENTISTS. 

Mr.  Arthur  Oglesby  informed  us  last  week,  too  late  1 
noting  in  the  issue,  that  he  does  not  propose  to  proce 
farther  with  his  case  of  de-registration  as  a  dentist,  so  far 
appealing  is  concerned.  Apart  from  all  other  consideration 
we  consider  that  Mr.  Oglesby  is  justified  in  this  course 
the  half-hearted  support  of  those  more  interested  in  t 
matter  than  he.  Even  those  who  promised  subscriptk 
wished  their  names  not  to  appear. 

VIVISECTION  NOT  CHARITY. 

The  Jenner  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine  has  bf 
tryingtoescape  local  assessment  on  the  ground  thattheobje 
of  the  Institute  are  purely  scientific ;  but  the  St.  Georj; 
Vestry  have  insisted  upon  payment,  and  to  settle  the  mat 
the  Institute  appealed  against  assessment,  and  Mr.  Just  r 
Grantham  and  Mr.  Justice  Channell  heard  the  case  last  we 
The  Institute's  case  was  complicated  by  the  fact  thai « 
makes  and  sells  serums,  and  for  the  Vestry  it  was  argi  1 
that  the  Institute  carries  on  a  trade  in  addition  to  advanc  ;> 
scientific  knowledge  ;  and  this  was  the  view  that  their  L(  - 
ships  took,  although  they  did  not  deny  that  the  Institute  !?J 
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[one  useful  work,  and  may  have  carried  on  the  trading  part 
If  the  organisation  at  a  loss. 

A   ONE-SHILLING  FEE. 
The  official  pamphlet  regarding  the  examinations  of  the 
harmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  which  has  been 
sued  this  month  contains  the  information  that  "  in  the 
ase  of  a  person  who  has  failed  duly  to  attend  an  examina- 
l  on  at  the  time  appointed  "  a  fee  of  one  guinea  is  payable 
In  re-entering  for  examination,  the  Minor  and  Major  being 
Eferred  to.    There  is  no  mention  of  the  fact  provided  by 
fy-law  that  those  candidates  who  can  produce  a  medical 
irtificate  of  illness  are  re-admitted  on  payment  of  a 
ominal  fee  of  one  shilling.    We  presume  that  someone  has 
?en  "too  previous  "  in  thus  intimating  that  the  new 
,  -laws  are  abolishing  the  shilling-fee.    There  is  not  the 
ightest  excuse  for  abolishing  this  fee  :  the  Society  has  a 
•eater  income  now  than  it  can  dispose  of,  and  there  is 
1'ery  reason  why  candidates  who  become  sufficiently  ill 
Iter  entering  to  require  medical  attendance  should  be 
|eated  on  the  principle  which  has  worked  so  well  for  many 
pars.   We  call  attention  to  the  matter  because  the  Pharma- 
■utical  Council  has  not  yet  read  the  by-laws  a  first  time,  and 
:iere  is  an  opportunity  of  replacing  the  old  provision. 

POISON  LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Dobbs,  the  Worcester  solicitor  who  organised 
jje  defence  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  White  case,  is 
pw  installed  as  Secretary  of  "  The  Traders  in  Poisons  and 
bisonous  Compounds  for  Technical  and  Trade  Purposes 
rotection  Society  "  at  5  and  6  Clement's  Inn,  Strand,  W.C. ; 
lit  we  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  finding  Mr.  Dobbs  there. 
C.  <$'  D .  representative  has  called  several  times,  only  to 
a  small  boy  in  charge.  We  wanted  to  learn  some- 
ling  specific  in  regard  to  the  printed  matter  which  Mr. 
ipbbs's  Society  has  been  circulating  in  the  form  of  a  petition 

I  Parliament  praying  that  "the  Honourable  the  Commons  " 

II  so  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  to  allow  poisons 
be  sold  by  "  seedsmen,  nurserymen,  corn-dealers,  iron  and 
irdware  dealers,  agricultural  agents,  and  other  tradesmen." 
p  want  Mr.  Dobbs  to  tell  us  what  "other  tradesmen" 
>ans  in  the  petition,  and  what  hope  he  has  of  persuading 
jrliament  that  the  principle  of  requiring  retailers  of  poisons 
■|  hold  certain  qualifications  should  be  revoked.  It  seems 
f  us  a  mistake  for  the  Society  to  confine  its  attention  to 
jison-selling ;  there  are  many  other  Acts  of  Parliament  as 
')ful  as  the  Pharmacy  Act  which  might  be  abrogated  on 
Ipalf  of  those  to  whom  the  laws  are  inconvenient — for 
imple,  the  Arsenic  Act  and  most  of  the  Acts  regulating 
I;  sale  of  spirits.  Mr.  Dobbs  should  put  them  on  his 
If  too. 

AUSTRALIAN  FLORA. 

|Ve  have  received  several  reprints  of  recently-published 
fers  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Baker,  Curator  of  the  Sydney  Tech- 
'pgical  Museum,  in  which  a  number  of  new  species  are 
^cribed,  several  of  which  are  of  some  pharmaceutical 
l  erest.  The  eucalypts  naturally  attract  Mr.  Baker's  chief 
fption,  and  three  new  species  are  described.  These  are 
iSm-ttlui,  a  tall  tree  standing  between  the  iron-barks  and 
t  stringy -barks.  Its  kino  contains  eudesmin,  but  not 
a  madendrin.  The  oil  (1-35  per  cent.)  is  stated  to  be  the 
rjiest  in  eucalyptol  of  all  yet  distilled  at  the  Museum. 
■•  phellandrene  is  present,  the  oil  consisting  of  dextro- 
Fene  and  eucalyptol  almost  entirely.  Its  sp.  gr.  is  com- 
l  atively  low,  but  the  figures  are  not  quoted.  Eucalyptus 

>csom  is  a  "  slaty  gum,"  and  somewhat  closely  resembles 
•vohjantlicma.  The  yield  of  oil  is  very  small  (017  per 
<f  •),  and  it  has  the  high  sp.  gr.  0  9414.    It  contains  no 

jatyptol,  but  a  fair  percentage  of  phellandrene.  The 
c  st  constituent  appears  to  be  a  sesquiterpene.  Eucalyptus 
^plwra  is  a  swamp  or  sallow  gum,  and  yields,  on  an 


average,  04  per  cent,  of  oil.  This  yields  a  fraction  at 
280°-290°  of  18  per  cent.,  consisting  of  eudesmol.  The  oil 
has  a  sp.  gr.  0-9167,  and  consists  of  eudesmol,  eucalyptol, 
and  phellandrene.  Another  plant  described  for  the  tint 
time  is  Parsonia  Paddisoni,  one  of  the  A<p6cynacem,  which 
yields  large  edible  tubers,  known  locally  as  "  Wative  Yams.'' 
An  analysis  of  the  tubers  gave  the  following  results : — 
Water,  90  77 ;  nitrogenous  matter,  0  77;  starch  and  other 
carbonaceous  principles,  4-56  ;  fibre,  1-9  and  mineral  matter, 
1-99  per  cent. 


WUtb  Hpolooics  to  M.  S.  Gilbert. 

[If  a  man  has  the  right  stuff  in  him,  it  has  a  good  chance  of 
being  developed  in  Canada.  Ten  years  ago  a  carpenter 
named  George  H.  Burleigh  joined  the  Toronto  police-force, 
and  subsequently  embarked  on  the  university  medical-course. 
During  his  lonely  night-walks  he  thought  out  the  problems  in 
medicine,  and  with  such  success  that  he  passed  all  his 
examinations,  and  last  week  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred 
upon  him. — Daily  Mail.'] 


When  I  was  young  I  served  my  time 
In  a  carpenter's  shop,  and  thought  it  prime 
To  fit  in  a  screw  and  drive  in  a  nail, 
And  join  with  my  pals  in  a  glass  of  ale ; 
But  I've  passed  all  that,  as  yon  may  see, 
And  have  now  got  the  title  of  a  proud  M.D. 

With  my  hammer  and  plane  I  worked  away, 
And  whistled  and  sang  the  livelong  day, 
But  I  tired  of  this  and  joined  the  men 
Who  watch  round  the  areas  of  the  Upper  Ten  ; 
But  I  knew  my  book,  and  so  you  see 
I've  now  got  the  title  of  a  proud  M.D. 

As  I  wandered  round  on  my  lonely  beat 
In  the  study  of  physic  I  found  a  treat, 
And  e'en  while  running  a  burglar  in 
I  was  thinking  out  problems  of  medicine, 
And  I  thought  so  hard  that  now,  you  see, 
I  can  boast  in  the  title  of  a  proud  M.D. 

So,  carpenters  and  coppers  of  every  grade, 
Don't  waste  your  time  on  a  humble  trade, 
But  away  with  the  saw,  the  chisel  and  hone, 
And  leave  the  cookies  and  the  chips  alone, 
And  I'm  perfectly  sure  you'll  end  like  me, 
In  possession  of  the  title  of  a  proud  M.D. 

R.  W.  C. 

The  drugs  and  medicines  imported  into  the  port  of 
Bahrain,  Persia,  in  1899,  amounted  to  2,075/.,  against  2,005/. 
in  1898. 

Preservatives  in  Milk. — Albert  Cloete  was  fined  21.  at 
Cape  Town,  on  May  10,  for  selling  milk  to  an  inspector  of 
food  and  drugs  which,  according  to  Mr.  C,  F.  Juritz,  Govern- 
ment analyst,  contained  1  pa.rt  of  formaldehyde  in  20,000 
parts  of  milk.  Formaldehyde  was  described  as  a  strong 
disinfectant  and  preservative  which  impaired  the  nutritious 
quality  of  the  milk,  making  it  less  digestible.  Its  use  also 
minimised  the  necessity  of  cleanliness,  and  made  it  possible 
to  sell  old  milk  as  new. 

Association  of  German  Chemists. — The  general  meet- 
ing of  the  Verein  Deutscher  Chemiker  was  held  at  Hanover 
on  June  7,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Caro,  of  Mannheim. 
Dr.  Carl  Winkler,  of  Freiberg,  gave  an  address  "  on  the  de- 
velopment of  the  sulphuric-acid  industry  in  the  course  of 
this  century."  On  Dr.  Caro  declining  re-election,  Dr.  E.  A. 
Merck,  of  Darmstadt  was  elected  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion for  1901-3.  Professor  Adolf  von  Baeyer,  of  Munich, 
the  inventor  of  artificial  indigo,  was  elected  an  honorary 
member.  Next  year's  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Dresden.  The 
question  of  the  public  appointment  and  registration  of  com- 
mercial chemists,  which  is  being  urged  by  the_  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  was  warmly  discussed,  the  Association  expressing 
general  approval  of  the  proposal. 
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Corner  for  Stuocnts. 


THE  STUDY  OF  PHARMACY. 

MUSTARD-PAPER  is  prepared  by  percolating  a  mixture 
of  crushed  black  and  white  mustard  seeds  with  benzol 
to  remove  the  fixed  oil,  drying  in  a  warm  air-closet,  mixing 
with  a  solution  of  indiarubber,  and  spreading  on  cartridge- 
paper.  The  mixed  seeds  are  used  in  order  that  the  myrosin 
of  both  may  more  effectually  act  on  the  sinigrin,  and  produce 
the  maximum  quantity  of  essential  oil  of  mustard. 

CONFECTIOXES. 

These  are  relics  of  an  almost  forgotten  past  in  pharmacy, 
the  only  representatives  in  even  occasional  use  being  senna 
and  sulphur  confections.  Confection  of  roses  is  to  a  great 
extent  replaced  by  syrup  of  glucose  as  a  pill  excipient,  and 
confection  of  pepper  is  rarely  prescribed.  The  lenitive 
electuary,  as  confection  of  senna  is  called,  consists  of 
pulped  iigs,  prunes,  tamarinds,  and  cassia-fruit,  with  sugar, 
liquorice,  coriander,  and  senna.  The  preparation  of  this 
confection  is  almost  a  lost  art,  there  being  few  retail  phar- 
macists who  attempt  to  make  it.  In  confection  of  sulphur 
tragacanth  is  added  to  suspend  the  powders,  and  glycerin 
to  prevent  the  drying  up,  which  always  took  place  in  t lie 
Did  confection,  and  which  even  yet  is  sometimes  com- 
plained of. 

Decocta. 

Decoctions  also  are  now  few  in  number,  there  being 
only  three  left  of  what  used  to  be  a  large  class.  These  are 
compound  aloes,  logwood,  and  pomegranate-bark.  The  first 
is  made  from  myrrh  and  extract  of  aloes,  with  potassium 
carbonate  to  render  them  more  soluble,  and  colouring  and 
flavouring  agents  in  the  shape  of  saffron,  liquorice,  and 
cardamoms.  Logwood  decoction  is  made  from  "  unfer- 
mented  "  logwood  and  cinnamon-bark,  the  term  fermenta- 
tion in  this  case  being  applied  to  a  process  of  oxidation, 
which  goes  on  when  moist  logwood  chips  or  sawdust  is 
exposed  to  the  air,  to  develop  the  red  colour. 

Emplastra. 

Plasters  consist  of  an  active  ingredient,  with  a  more  or 
less  adhesive  base,  and  are  spread  on  leather,  calico,  or  other 
suitable  material.  Their  function  is  either  to  afford  a  mild, 
long-continued  action  of  the  medicament  or  to  act  as  a 
support  to  some  weak  part  of  the  body.  In  preparing 
plasters,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  nature  of  the  active 
ingredient  and  to  the  purpose  to  which  the  plaster  is  to  be 
applied.  In  the  case  of  belladonna-plaster  the  basis  must 
be  such  as  will  melt  readily  at  a  temperature  which  will  not 
injure  the  alkaloid  ;  in  the  case  of  menthol-plaster,  it  must 
melt  at  a  temperature  below  the  point  at  which  menthol 
volatilises  ;  and  in  the  case  of  cantharidis-plaster  it  must 
not  be  too  adhesive,  otherwise  it  could  not  be  removed 
from  a  blistered  surface  without  causing  great  pain.  The 
following  table  indicates  the  composition  of  the  various 
official  plasters  : — 

.  Emp.  belladonnas 

(liquid  ext.  of  belladonna, 
0'5  per  cent.  alk). 
Emp.  opii 

(powdered  opium,  10  per 
cent.). 
Emp.  calefaoiena 

(cantharides,  4  per  cent , 
wax,   resin,     and  soap- 
\  plaster). 
I  Emp.  cantharidia 

(cantharides,  35  per  cent., 
(    wax,  lard,  and  resin). 
Emp,  plumbi  iodidi  (lead  iodide,  10  per  cent.,  and 
resin). 

Emp.  hydrargyri  (mercury,  33  per  cent.,  sulphur 
^    and  olive  oil). 
Emp.  ammoniaci  cum  hydrargyro  (ammoniacuni,  mercury,  sulphur, 

and  olive  oil). 
Emp.  menthol  (menthol,  15  per  cent.,  wax,  and  resin). 
Emp1.  picis  (Burgundy  pitch,  50  per  cent.,  frankincense,  resin, 
wax,  olive  oil,  and  water). 

It  will  be  seen  that  lead-plaster  enters  into  the  composi- 
tion of  nine  of  the  twelve  plasters,  and,  therefore,  it  is  the 


Emp.  plumbi 
(lead  oxide,/ 
olive  oil,and\ 
water) 


Emp.  resinse 

(resin,  10  p.  cent., 
and  hard  soap) 


Emp.  saponis 
(hard  soap,  14  per 
cent.,  and  resin) 


most  important.  It  is  made  by  boiling  together,- by  raear 
of  a  steam-bath,  oxide- of  lead,  olive  oil,  and  water.  Th 
olive  oil,  which  consists  for  the  most  part  of  olein  or  oleaf 
of  glyceryl,  is  decomposed  at  the  high  temperature,  in  tl 
presence  of  the  water,  the  oleic  acid  combining  with  tl 
oxide  to  form  oleate  of  lead,  and  the  glyceryl  wit 
the  water  to  form  glycerin,  in  accordance  with  the  eqn; 
tion : — 

(Olein)       (Lead  oxide) 
2C5H5(C18H330:J)5  +  3PbO  +  3H,0  =  3Pb(C18H330.,),  +  2C;H53HO 

(Lead  oleate)  (Glycerin). 

The  reaction  takes  several  hours  to  complete,  the  end  of  tl ' 
process  being  indicated  by  the  colour  and  consistency  of  tl 
plaster.  The  former  should  be  white  with  no  trace  of  pin 
showing  that  all  the  oxide  has  been  combined,  and  the  latti 
is  ascertained  by  allowing  a  drop  of  hot  plaster  to  fall  im 
cold  water  ;  if  it  solidifies  at  once  the  process  is  complet 
More  water  has  to  be  added  during  the  boiling  to  replai 
that  lost  by  evaporation.  The  glycerin  is  removed  by  was 
ing  and  the  plaster  is  dried  and  drawn  into  rolls. 

Resin  and  soap  plasters  are  made  from  lead-plaster  wii 
varying  proportions  of  resin  and  soap.    For  belladonri 
plaster  the  liquid-extract  is  evaporated  on  a  water-bath  ai 
mixed  with  the  meltcd-resin  plaster.    In  menthol-plaster  tl  ■ 
menthol  is  added  to  the  melted  wax  and  resin  "when  tl 
mixture  approaches  a  temperature  of  160°  F.  or  170°  F." 
order  to  avoid  loss   of  menthol  by  volatilisation.  Tl 
plaster  is  not  very  hard,  and  can  easily  be  spread  without 
high   temperature.     Warming-plaster    (emplastrum  ca' 
faciens)  is  prepared  by  making  an  infusion  of  cantharides 
boiling  water,  evaporating  the  infusion,  and  mixing  t1 
residue  with  the  other  ingredients. 

Cantharides-plaster  consists  of  powdered  cantharides,  wf  I 
lard,  resin,  and  soap  plaster.    It  is  usually  so  soft  that  it  c, 1 
be  spread  with  the  thumb,  the  object  of  the  softness  being 
obtain  a  plaster  that  will  allow  the  medicament  to  exerc; 
its  vesicating  action,  and  that  can  be  readily  removed  withe 
causing  injury  to  the  blistered  skin.   The  mercury  in  mere 
rial  plaster  is  "  killed  "  by  triturating  with  olive  oil  and  si 
phur,  after  these  have  been  heated  together,  and  then  add 
to  the  melted-lead  plaster  or  to  the  ammoniacum.  T 
'killing"  process  is  really  one  of  coating  the  particles 
free  mercury  with  a  thin  coating  of  balsam  of  sulphur  ar 
no  doubt,  mercuric  sulphide,  so  that  the  particles  are  p  \ 
vented  from  again  coalescing. 

Pitch-plaster  is  interesting  as  being  the  only  official  p 
paration  in  which  Burgundy  pitch  and  frankincense  ti 
employed.    It  is  the  common  strengthening-plaster  of  t. 
shops.  _  ! 

Plasters  are  usually  spread  on  "  plaster-skin "— ordin; 
white-sheepskin  leather  dressed  on  one  side — but  chainc 
leather,  swansdown,  calico  and  linen  are  sometimes  employ 
A  paper  "  shape  "  is  cut  of  the  size  of  the  plaster  requir 
soaked  by  immersion  in  water,  then  laid  on  the  leather  ; 
pressed  down  evenly  all  round  by  means  of  a  handkercl 
or  a  clean  duster.    The  cutting-out  of  the  shape  requin  '• 
little  art,  and  practice  is  necessary  to  make  a  thoroug  r 
satisfactory  shape,  for  example,  for  a  breast-plastei.  j 
plaster  is  sometimes  melted  by  means  of  the  hot-pla 
iron,  but  the  proper  plan  is  to  melt  it  in  an  evaporati  ■ 
basin  and  pour  on  the  leather,  then  spread  it  quickly  with  i 
plaster-spatula.     It  is  desirable  to  melt  sufficient  of  ' 
plaster  before  commencing  the  operation,  and  to  have  > 
much  rather  than  too  little.    For  small  plasters  15  gr.  to  3 
square  inch  is  ample, ;  for  large  plasters,  6  inches  x  10  in;  » 
or  over,  12  gr.  to  the  square  inch  is  usually  quite  suftci  <• 
A  few  practised  strokes  of  the  plaster-iron  are  all  tba  s 
required  to  spread  the  plaster,  and  the  fewer  strokes  \ 
better,  as  the  longer  a  plaster  is  manipulated  the  colder 
the  iron,  and  there  is  a  danger  of  unequal  spreading, 
the  finished  plaster  should  appear  lumpy  or  uneven,  a  . 
rapid  passes  through  the  Bunsen  flame  will  remove  ^ 
inequalities,  and  at  the  same  time  give  a  nice  gloss  to 
plaster.    Having  removed  the  shape,  which  should  com  ^ 
without  difficulty,  the  plaster  is  trimmed,  a  margin  or 
A  inch  to  1  inch  being  left  all  round.  e 

If  an  adhesive  margin  is  required  a  second  shape  mu.  ^ 
made,  soft-soap  being  spread  over  the  first  plaster  to  pre  ^ 
the  paper  sticking  to  it,  and  subsequently  washed  on  w. . 
clean  sponge. 
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COLLpDIA. 

These  are  prepared  by  dissolving  pyroxylin  in  spirit  and 
ether  for  plain  collodion,  in  liq.  epispasticus  for  vesicating 
collodion  ;  while  flexible  collodion  is  the  plain  kind  to  which 
Canada  balsam  and  castor  oil  are  added  to  reduce  the 
brittleness  of  the  film  left  on  evaporation. 


A  Botanising  Excursion. 

The  members  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association  had  a  very  successful  botanical 
excursion  to  Colinton  Dell  on  June  15,  leaving  Caledonian 
station  by  train  at  8.30  P.M.,  and  walking  back  to  town. 
Among   the  plants   collected   were : — Ranunculus  acris, 
;  II.  repcns,  R.  Ficaria,  Lychnis  diurna,  Stellar ia  Holostca, 
I'l'ilia  intermedia,  Hypericum  perforatum ,  JL  quadra  ngulum, 
\Acer  pseitdo-platanus,  Geranium  Robertianum,  Cytisvs  Sco- 
hmrius,  Trifoliuni  repent,  Lotus  comiculatus,  Primus  Padus, 
Spiraa  Ulmaria,  Geum  urbanu/n,  G.  intermedium,  G.  rivale, 
Vragaria  resca,  Rubus    idceus,   Rom  canina,  Alchemilla 
vulgaris,  Crata-gus  oxyacantha,  Fpilobium  alpinum,  Hedera 
\Helix,    eegopodivm    Podagraria,    Ileravleum    spliondyli  urn , 
Charophyllvm  sylvestris,  Sambuous  nigra,  Aspcrula  odorata, 
Valeriana  officinalis,   V.  pyrenaica.  Taraxacum  officinale, 
:j  Arctium    Lappa,    Cardinis    lanceolat  us,    Ceniaurea  nigra, 
Petasites    vulgaris,    Tussilugo  Farfara,    Senecio  Jacobma, 
\Chrysantliemum  Leucanthemum,  Fraxinns  excelsior,  Veronica 
jChawuedrys,  Scrophularia  nodosa,  Lamium  album,  Stachys 
eylvaiica,  Symphytum  tuberosum ,  Plantago  lanccolata,  Mer- 
eurialis  perennis,  Urtica  dioica,  Ulmus  eampestris,  Quercus 
Jlobur,  Salix  alba,  Taxus  baccata  fastigiata ,  Allium  ursinum, 
\Scilla   nutans,   Dactylis   glomerata,    Lastrcea  Filix-mas, 
Scolopendrium  vulgdre,  Fquisetum  arvense,  &'c.    It  was  noted 
that  the  cold,  dry  season  had  retarded  vegetation — the  ash, 
for  instance,  not  yet  being  in  full  leaf,  and  official  valerian 
will  not  be  in  flower  for  probably  a  week.    Mr.  J.  Ruther- 
ford Hill  conducted  the  excursion. 


jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Death  of  Dr.  Cadet  de  Gassicourt.— The  death  is 
announced  at  Sevres,  near  Paris,  of  Dr.  Cadet  de  Gassicourt, 
it  the  age  of  73.  The  deceased  physician  was  a  member  of 
Ihe  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  had  held  the  post  of 
Annual  Secretary  of  that  body.  His  speciality  was  infantile 
oathology,  and  he  was  an  acknowledged  authority  on  the 
ubject.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  Apothecary  Cadet  who 
enjoyed  the  title  of  Court  pharmacist  and  other  royal  favours 
n  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.  There  was  a  royal  romance 
connected  with  the  family  about  this  time.  Cadet's  son, 
mown  as  Cadet  de  Gassicourt,  was  chief  pharmacist  to 
sapoleon  Bonaparte  during  the  Austrian  campaign  of  1809 
later,  in  1818,  he  was  President  of  the  Paris  "Free" 
society  of  Pharmacy.  Gassicourt  left  some  MSS.  of  his 
xperiences  as  a  military  pharmacist.  The  Cadet  de  Gassi- 
•ourt  pharmacy  still  exists  at  6  rue  de  Marengo,  Paris,  near 
he  Louvre,  whence  it  was  transferred  some  sixty  years  a^o 
rom  its  historic  site  in  the  rue  St.  Honore  by  the  father  of 
He  present  proprietor,  M.  Brctonneau.  A  handsome  marble 
>ust  of  Cadet,  bearing  the  date  1783,  'still  exists  in  the 
liarmacy. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy.— At  this  month's  meeting, 
|i.  Ivor,  who  presided,  mentioned  that  the  Society  could 
ot  overlook  their  intimate  connection  with  the  Paris  School 
r  iharmacy,  and  suggested  that  the  committee  should  be 
uuionsed  to  offer  the  congratulations  of  the  Society  to 
roiessor  Guignard  on  his  appointment  as  Director  of  the 
cnooj.  Ihis  was  adopted  unanimously.  The  President  also 
lentioned  that  he  had  received  a  copy  of  M.  Andre  Pontier's 
nistoire  de  la  Pharmacie  "  (reviewed  in  last  week's  C.  A  P  ) 
na  gave  a  resume  of  its  contents.  M.  Petit  mentioned  that 
mtanons  to  attend  the  International  Congress  of  Pharmacy 
a  been  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  in  conjunction 
nnL      ,™ral  Assoc'ation  of  French  Pharmacists  and  the 

Onuf  f  5?* macists  of  the  Seine-  He  Proposed  that 
.«wi.  should  be  contributed  towards  the  expenses  necessary 
Pi  receiving  their  foreign  colleagues  in  a  suitable  manner, 


and  to  reciprocate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  cordial  reception  ex- 
tended to  French  pharmists  on  c.ccar; ens  when  the  Interna- 
tional Congress  had  been  held  in  other  countries.  M.  Petit's 
suggestion  was  agreed  to.  The  post  of  General  Secretary  of  the 
Society  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  M.  Planchon,  Professor 
Bourquelot  was  elected'  to  fill  it.  In  tendering  his  thanks  for 
the  honour  conferred  on  him,  the  Professor  said  that  he  was 
well  aware  of  the  fact  that,  in  accepting  the  position,  he  was 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  such  leaders  of  French  phar- 
macy as  Robiquet,  Soubeiran,  Buignet,  and  Planchon,  which 
meant  that  the  task  of  maintaining  their  level  would  be 
great,  but  he  expressed  a  heartfelt  desire  to  devote  himself 
zealously  to  the  interest  of  the  Society.  The  Annual 
Secretary  (M.  Barille)  mentioned  that  he  had  received  three 
small  pamphlets  by  Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  entitled  "Pilocarpine 
and  the  Alkaloids  of  Jaborandi-leaves,"  "A  New  Glucoside 
from  Willow-bark,"  and  "  Some  New  Gold  Salts  of  Ilyoscine, 
Hyoscyamine,  and  Atropine."  The  candidature  was  an- 
nounced of  M.  Khouri,  of  Alexandria,  as  a  corresponding 
foreign  member.  Amongst  the  scientific  papers  M.  Patein 
spoke  of  his  researches  on  the  action  of  iodine  and  diphenols 
at  the  temperature  of  100°  C.  on  formopyrine,  in  the 
presence  of  sulphuric  acid,  at  663. 

Professional  Secrecy'. — There  was  recently  a  question 
of  professional  secrecy  before  the  Criminal  Chamber  of  the 
Paris  Court  of  Cassation.  The  appeal  was  against  a  decision 
of  a  lower  Court  to  the  effect  that  the  evidence  of  a  midwife 
against  a  girl  could  not  be  admitted,  as  it  was  a  violation  of 
professional  secrecy.  The  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Cassation 
supported  this  decision.  This  is  interesting  to  pharmacists, 
as  they  are  especially  mentioned  in  the  text  of  the  law  on 
which  the  judgment  is  based.  It  reads,  to  the  effect  that 
pharraaciens,  doctors,  and  others,  who  by  their  occupation  or 
profession  become  acquainted  with  secrets  concerning  their 
customers  or  clients,  are  liable  to  imprisonment  for  six  months 
and  to  a  tine  of  201  if  such  secrets  are  revealed  by  them.  The 
original  law  allowed  professional  people  some  latitude — as,  for 
instance,  when  it  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  justice — 
but  this  has  since  been  rescinded,  and  professional  secrecy 
may  be  taken  as  a  perfectly  hard-and-fast  rule  in  France  at 
the  present  time. 

The  Juries  of  Awards,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  have 
been  industriously  at  work  during  the  past  fortnight,  and  in 
Class  87,  "  Chemistry,  Arts,  and  "Pharmacy,"  and  Class  90, 
"Perfumery,"   their'  work   of   visiting    the   exhibits  are 
nearing  completion.    In  Class  87  M.  Troost  is  President ;  a 
Russian  chemist,  M.  Mendeleeff,  Vice-President ;  M.  Haller, 
"  reporter  " ;  and  M.  Lefvebre,  secretary.    Professor  Meldola, 
F.R.S.,  Finsbury  College,  London,  is  the  English  member  of 
the  jury,  and  Dr.  Douglas  Hogg,  the  well-known  English 
pharmacist  in  Paris,   acts  as    the   assistant  juror  (iuge 
suppleanf).    The  British  Commission  have  been  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  Dr.  Hogg  on  the  jury  for  the  present 
Exhibition,  for  not  only  is  he  a  pharmacien  de 2Jremiere  and 
a  doctor  of  medicine  of  the  Paris  faculty,  but  his  prestige  in 
Paris  is  high,  both  in  official,  social,  and  commercial  circles. 
British  exhibitors  in  the  chemical  and  pharmacy  section  in 
the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1889  will  well  remember  the  efforts 
he  made  on  their  behalf  (which  were  acknowledged  by  an 
illuminated  address),  for  it  is  the  task  of  the  assistant  juror 
for  each  country  to  see  that  nothing  of  interest  in  his 
particular  section  escapes  the  attention  of  the  general  jury. 
In  Class  90  M.  Prot.  (of  Lubin's)  is  President  ;  M.  Leichner 
(Germany),  Vice-President ;  M.  Piver  is  " reporter,"  and  M. 
Darasse  (Coudray  &  Co.),  secretary.    Mr.  John  E.  Laurier, 
representative  of  the  firm  of  Laurier  &  Roberts,  London,  acts 
as  assistant  juror  for  England  in  this  section.    Mr.  Laurier 
has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  youngest  of  the  Exhibition 
jurors,  but  he  is  a  practical  business  man,  and  has  readily 
grasped  his  duties  on  the  jury,  so  that  his  selection  is  un- 
doubtedly a  good  one.    It  is  customary  for  the  French 
members  of  the  jury  to  invite  their  foreign  colleagues  to 
dinner  during  the  course  of  their  work  at  the  Exhibition, 
which  compliment  is  returned  by  the  foreign  jurors,  and 
this  pleasant  interchange  of  social  courtesy  has  already 
taken  place  both  for  Classes  87  and  90. 


THE  exports  of  soy  from  Yokohama  during  1899  amounted 
to  17,257Z„  against  11,239/.  in  1898. 
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ON  Tuesday,  at  12  noon,  the  sixth  annual  Chemists'  Exhi- 
bition, organised  by  the  British  Chemist  and,  Druggist, 
was  opened  without  ceremony  at  St.  James's  Hall,  Man- 
chester. With  a  few  exceptions,  all  the  exhibits  were  ready 
at  the  stated  hour,  and  the  hall  looked  bright  and  pleasant, 
its  compact  nature  favouring  a  good  display.  As  was 
expected,  most  of  the  London  firms  who  have  hitherto 
exhibited  abstained  on  this  occasion,  and  a  number  of  Man- 
chester and  other  provincial  firms  who  have  not  exhibited 
before  have  taken  the  opportunity  to  make  good  displays. 
The  Exhibition  closes  on  Friday  evening,  June  22.  On  the 
present  occasion  a  somewhat  novel  venture  has  been  made 
by  the  promoters,  for  from  5  o'clock  each  day  the  price  of 
admission  was  raised  from  Is.  to  2s.  6d.,  thereby  keeping  out 
an  undesirable  element  in  the  evening.  There  was  some 
grumbling  in  London  at  the  way  in  which  the  public  were 
admitted  to  the  Exhibition,  and  the  half-crown  arrangement 
is  an  honest  attempt  to  keep  the  visitors  select  and  pharma- 
ceutical. A  considerable  number  of  the  exhibits  covered 
articles  which  have  recently  been  described  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist;  but  we  have  endeavoured  to  select  the 
more  interesting  novelties,  and  to  give  generally  an  idea  of 
the  manufactures  which  were  shown. 

Aerators  (Limited),  Broad  Street  Avenue,  E.C.,  had, 
considering  the  smallness  of  the  Sparklet,  a  considerable 
space  to  show  their  product  in.  The  special  point  to  which 
our  attention  was  called  was  that  the  Sparklet-bottle  is 
now  made  in  two  sizes — single  and  double-bottle  sizes— and 
in  various  styles.  For  the  double-sized  bottle  the  steel  cap- 
sules of  liquefied  CO.,  are  also  double  the  size. 
The  Archimedean  Company,  of  Leamington,  were  exhi- 
biting their  "  Unique  "  cod- 
liver  oil  emulsifier  in  several 
sizes.  This  company's  phar- 
maceutical apparatus  was 
described  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary, 
1898,  especially  their  mixers 
and  emulsifiers  and  the 
"  Unique  "  is  a  development 
of  the  emulsifier,  which  they 
have  for  several  years  been 
making.  It  consists  of  a 
cylindrical  vessel,  as  illus- 
trated, into  which  is  fitted 
an  upright  bearing  nume- 
rous paddles.  The  upright 
is  actuated  by  bevelled  cog- 
wheels,and  moves  with  great 
rapidity  and  force,  produc- 
ing a  gallon  or  more  of 
emulsion  in  the  course  of 
five  minutes,  the  oil,  muci- 
lage, and  other  ingredients  merely  being  poured  into  the 
cylinder.  It  is  possible  even  to  make  a  pint  of  emulsion  in 
the  gallon  or  two-gallon  emulsifier  provided  the  bottom 
paddles  are  immersed  in  liquid. 

Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  exhibited  a 
chemist's  shop  of  somewhat  novel  design.  The  serving- 
counters  form  three  sides  of  a  square  in  a  double- fronted 
shop,  and  behind  the  back  serving-counter  the  dispensing- 
screen  is  placed,  with  a  gangway  between  the  two,  so  that 
the  dispensers  may  work  undisturbed  by  what  is  going  on  in 
the  shop  proper.  The  dispensing-screen  is  in  two'parts,  with 
doorway  between,  so  that  one  dispenser  works  at  either  side 
and  independently.  The  fittings  of  the  dispensing-counter 
are  quite  up  to  date,  and  include  a  sink  in  the  larger  section 
of  the  counter.  Behind  is  a  deep  wall-case  for  suspending 
enemas.  One  feature  of  the  shelving  in  the  front  shop  is 
that  it  is  movable,  and  specially  arranged  for  displaying 
photographic  goods  directly  in  front  of  customers'  eyes.  The 
shelves  were  arranged  this  week  with  displays  of  photo- 
graphic goods,  as  well  as  with  packed  goods  of  other  kinds, 
so  that  chemists  who  do  a  store-trade  might  see  how  these 
shelves  can  be  adapted  to  displaying  put-up  goods,  show- 
cards  in  respect  to  them  being  placed  above  each  section. 
It  is  thus  possible  to  change  the  displays  as  often  as  may 


suit  the  class  of  business  done.  A  handy  arrangement  is 
adapted  to  the  serving-counters — namely,  a  sliding  board, 
which  the  assistant  may  pull  out  to  tie  up  parcels  when  the 
counter  gets  littered  with  goods,  as  is  too  often  the  case 
when  one  has  to  serve  a  number  of  customers  in  a  short  I 
time.  We  also  noticed  some  old-fashioned  ointment-jars, 
which  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders  have  revived ;  these  are 
dark  crimson  in  colour,  and  are  shaped  like  a  retort.  A 
pharmacy  in  the  Isle  of  Man  has  been  fitted  with  these. 
The  windows  of  the  shop  are  differently  arranged,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  how  much  display  can  be  obtained  in  i 
a  minimum  space.  We  observed  that  Messrs.  Ayrton  k 
Saunders  make  the  window-screens  with  a  clock  for  one 
window  and  a  barometer  in  the  other.  Apart  from  these 
shop-fittings,  the  firm  exhibited  a  full  line  of  druggists' 
sundries,  and  a  small  case  of  capsules,  manufactured  by  the 
Liverpool  Medicine-capsule  Company,  which  we  hope  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  speaking  of  more  fully  later.  We 
were  also  shown  a  powerful  screw  tincture-press.  This  is 
a  square  box,  with  sliding  sides,  and  especially  turned 
screw,  made  of  hardened  steel,  with  a  lever,  whichenables 
the  operator  to  apply  powerful  force  to  the  marc,  which  is 
thoroughly  pressed,  and  comes  out  apparently  as  dry  as  a 
brick. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  of  Frizzetta  fame,  occupied  one  of  a 
small  series  of  small  stalls  at  the  far  corner  of  the  Exhibition, 
where  he  was  displaying  his  well-known  specialities  and  a 
new  one  called  "  Pelletta,"  which  is  a  cream  for  the  com- 
plexion, and  is  put  up  in  good  style  and  various-coloured 
wrappers.  The  Bayer  Company  (Limited),  of  Manchester, 
London,  Glasgow,  and  Bradford,  were  exhibiting  their  "new 
remedies,"  such  as  trional,  salophen,  heroin,  and  protargol 
besides  the  older  articles,  salicylic  acid,  phenacetin,  and 
sulphonal.  It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  the  Bayei 
Company  that  introduced  phenacetin  and  sulphonal,  and 
they  are  amongst  the  largest  makers  of  salicylic  acid  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  T.  P.  Bethell,  of  Liverpool,  whose  half-crown  anc 
crown  cameras  are  now  well  known  to  readers  of  Thb 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  had  a  very  extensive  exhibit  oi 
these ;  but  what  interested  us  most  was  the  fact  that  Mr 
Bethell  is  really  a  manufacturer  of  cardboard  boxes,  and  th( 
cameras  are  a  side-line.    He  showed  us  some  good  bottle 
cartons  with  printing  complete,  ready  for  putting  thf 
bottle  in  ;  also  unique  folding  boxes  for  postal  purposes 
One  of  the  latter,  we  observed,   is  very  strong  indeed 
Although  the  boxes  are  supplied  to  retailers  in  the  foldet  ■ 
state,  the  edges  and  sides  are  so  moulded  that,  when  th< 
sides  are  fixed  up  by  means  of  the  inserted  studs,  the  box  li 
really  as  strong  as  a  tinned  iron  one  and  more  rigid.  Mr 
Bethell  also  makes  cheap  cardboard  boxes  for  lantern-slides 
holding  from  four  to  six  dozen  or  more,  each  being  fittei 
with   a  leather  strap  for   carrying.    Messrs.  BLAKE  i 
MACKENZIE,  of  Liverpool,  were  one  of  several  medical 
label  printers  in  the  Exhibition,  and  they  showed  some  fin 
work  in  labels,  handbills,  and  posters,  as  well  as  genera 
printing  for   chemists.    Messrs.   BRAND  &  Co.,  of  May 
fair,  had  a  stall  devoted  entirely  to  their  beef -product: 
which  seemed   to  be  very  well  sampled  during  the  ej 
hibition  days.     Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co.,  Bradfon 
exhibited  herbal  and  other  packed  specialities.   This  fin 
are  amongst  the  largest  importers  of  tasteless  Spanish  peppf 
for  feeding  birds,  and  samples  of  it  were  shown.    They  wei 
also  the  first  to  place  on  the  market  a  compound  extract  c 
sarsaparilla  in  |-oz.  and  1-oz.  earthenware  jars— much  l 
demand  in  the  Midlands  for  making  sarsaparilla-drinks  an 
blood-purifier.     Amongst  other  specialities  to  which  the 
devote  attention  is  a  non-poisonous  nit-killer,  made  by  *' 
Old  English  Perfumery  Company";  the  "  Picnic  spec 
alities,  which  are  exclusively  culinary  goods,  such  as  bakinj 
powder,  fruit-crystals,  and  the  "  Torch  "  brand  specialise 
which  include  liqueurs,  oils,  and  varnishes.   They  are  no 
putting  up  the  "  Torch  "  brand  of  hat-polish  in  3d.  and  b 
tins.    All  of  these  seem  attractive  lines  of  goods,  but \  w 
content    with  them   Messrs.  Brook,   Parker  &  Co.  £>a< 
recently  began  to  pack  chloride  of  lime  in  penny  packet 
and  they  turn  out  infants'  soothers  by  the  thousands  I 
wholesalers.    The  British  Somatose  Company  (Limitei 
had  their  exhibit  next  door,  as  it  were,  to  the  Bayer  s  oor 
pany.    This  was  solely  devoted  to  samples  of  hteratu 
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LspectMg  Somatose  and  its  iron  and  milk  combinations. 
,'e  understand  that  it  is  intended  to  put  on  the  market  a 
quid  Somatose,  which  will  represent  bulk  for  bulk  the 
owdered  Somatose,  and  will  mix  easily  with  fluids. 

*  K  *  * 

f  Camwal  (Limited)  occupied  six  spaces  with  a  railed 
.■nclosure,  in  the  centre  of  which  the  mammoth  syphon  was 
ilaced.  The  enclosure  was  delightfully  designed  and 
Inished,  and  draped  in  warm  brown  tones.  An  abundance 
f  foliage  and  flowering-plants  helped  to  give  a  cool  appear- 
ance tcrthe  exhibit,  and  there  was  a  very  large  display  of 
he  company's  syphons  and  syphon-lamps  ;  while  in  the 
brner  of  the  exhibit  fountains  were  playing  within  giant 
yphons,  the  water,  though  coming  direct  from  the  main, 
jhowing  the  need  of  the  careful  filtration  which  the  company 
live  it.  Mr.  Fell,  F.C.S.,  the  company's  analyst  in  London, 
Jad  a  small  laboratory-bench,  at  which  he  showed  the 
Visitors  how  carbonic-acid  gas  is  estimated  and  other 
Inalytical  operations  connected  with  the  manufacture  of 
erated  waters.  There  was  a  full  display  of  the  company's 
lanufactures,  and  the  exhibit  included  ginger-beer  and 
ruit-syrups  and  a  small  pyramid  of  silver-syphon  match- 
oxes  "to  illustrate  "  the  long  "  and  "the  short"  of  syphon- 
roduction.  We  also  noticed  one  of  the  company's  cycle- 
Ijiotors  which  they  lend  out  to  their  customers,  the  one 
exhibited  having  upon  it  a  papier-mache  syphon  to  cover  the 
.yclist,  with  a  hole  for  the  face  and  holes  for  the  arms, 
pis  adaption  of  the  motor  was  recently  displayed  in  the 
Me  for  the  Altrincham  Patriotic  Fund,  and  caused  quite  a 
isnsation.  H.  W.  Cox  (Limited)  exhibited  ,-c-ray  apparatus  ; 
rid  Messrs.  Coitssons,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Swinton,  showed 
amples  of  the  packed  goods  which  they  put  up  for  the 
, rug-trade.  By  the  way,  the  packing  business  appears  to  be 
'xceptionally  strong  in  the  Manchester  district,  and  one 
I'onders  what  there  is  left  for  the  chemist  to  do. 

*  *  *  * 

Daisy  (Limited),  of  Leeds  showed  how  they  advertise 
leir  popular  speciality.  Their  exhibit  comprised  a  variety 
<E  art  chromos  and  other  things  for  window-display,  besides 
tie  elderly  gentleman  who  resembles  Mr.  John  Toole,  and 
ho  figured  in  the  Agricultural  Hall  last  year.  We  noticed 
lat  he  had  an  entirely  new  suit  of  clothes  this  year,  where- 
pon  we  had  a  conversation  with  the  smart  men  who  were 
loking  after  the  exhibit,  and  were  informed  that  the 
loving  figures  for  advertising  "Daisy"  always  get  a  new 
ait  of  clothes  when  they  go  back  to  recruit  in  Leeds 
Iter  work  in  chemists'  windows.    Indeed,  in  the  course  of 

lifetime,  the  man  who  does  duty  for  Toole  wears  out  quite 
.  number  of  suits  of  clothes,  far  more,  we  believe,  than  the 
'umorous-looking  clown  with  moving  eyes — the  latest 
ijcruit  to  the  "  Daisy  "  advertising  staff.  This  clown  tells 
■  story  to  the  effect  that  "the  champion  medical  man 
3r  headache  is  Lady  Daisy,"  and  something  more  to  the 
;ime  effect,  which  may  make  headachy  people  forget 
=  Daisy"  in  their  smiles.  Is  not  that  risky  advertising? 
|aisy  (Limited)  are  making  very  good  progress  in  the 
[nited  States. 

*  *  *  * 

Edoar's  Croup-lotion  (Limited)  was  another  of  the 
becialities  well  displayed  in  the  Exhibition,  and  Mr.  Edgar 
old  us  that  the  lotion  is  making  exceedingly  rapid  head- 
way with  medical  men,  who  are  giving  it  a  thorough  trial 
i  cases  of  croup  and  other  throat  diseases. 

"Evans,  Sons  &  Co." and  "Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb" 
'ere  the  signs  which  wc  found  over  a  splendid  new  phar- 
macy in  the  corner  of  the  hall.  It  is  a  model  fitted 
tomplete  with  bottles,  jars,  and  specimens  of  the  firm's 
harmaceutical  manufactures,  counter-adjuncts,  and  drug- 
ists  sundries.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  shop  is  a  fixture 
ontammg  a  nest  of  drawers  in  the  lower  portion  and  show- 
ff  l  ^splaying  counter-adjuncts  on  the  upper.  The  centre 
I  fitted  with  a  bevelled-edge  mirror,  with  movable  plate-glass 
selves  in  front  for  lozenge  and  pill  jars  or  anything  else  that 

\  w  m'St  likeS'  The  fixture  is  so  designed  that  it  places 
Jitable  stock  before  customers  when  waiting  at  the  serving- 
ounter.  The  rest  of  the  wall  is  fitted  witb/storage-lockers, 
M  the  shelves  with  Savars'  recess  shield-shape  labelled 
ottles  and  jars,  the  drug-drawers  being  labelled  to  corre- 
pond.  On  the  left-hand  side  of  the  shop  is  a  handsome 
'an-case,  with  a  projecting  sponge-case  in  centre ;  also  two 


nests  of  large  drawers  for  lint,  chest-protectors,  and  the  like. 
The  centre  portion  of  this  wall-case  is  fitted  with  sloping- 
fronted  showcases,  with  doors  which  lift  up  and  push  back  ; 
a  bit  so  as  to  form  a  shelf  when  open  for  displaying  goods. 
The  upper  portion  of  this  fixture  consists  of  suitable  show- 
cases, which,  this  week,  were  filled  with  a  selection  of  fine 
drugs.  The  centre  portion  has  a  bevelled-edge  framed  mirror, 
with  plate-glass  movable  shelves,  on  which  were  shown 
bottles  containing  pills,  effervescing  saline,  and  other  phar- 
maceuticals. The  serving-counter  comprises  showcases  in 
front,  displaying  a  selection  of  stock,  and,  inside,  the  usual 
drawers.  The  centre  portion  of  the  shop  is  fitted  with  an 
elaborate  and  attractive  dispensing-counter  and  screen,  which 
is  quite  original.  The  upper  portion  of  this  screen  is  fitted 
with  upright  square  pillars,  and  a  corresponding  corriice 
to  the  wall-fittings  is  continued  over  the  screen  with  shaped 
and  fretwork-cut  span-rails  and  brackets.  Tn  between  these 
pillars,  and  on  top  of  the  dispensing-screen,  are  fancy-cut 
show-bottles.  The  centre  portion  is  fitted  with  a  clock- 
pediment,  with  the  latest  novelty — a  dual-faced  timepiece 
which  can  be  seen  by  the  customer  and  dispenser.  We 
noticed  at  the  business-end  of  the  counter  a  telephone-desk, 
with  an  endless  roll  of  paper  that  can  be  torn  off  into  ■  pre- 
scriptions, which  is  certainly  a  pleasure  to  write  at  it.  The 
fittings  are  constructed  of  solid  mahogany.  The  display  of 
goods  in  the  shop  included  Montserrat  lime-juice  specialities 
and  Margerison's  soaps 

Messrs.  Farrow  &  Jackson  (Limited),  16  Great  Tower 
Street,  E.C.,  had  a  novelty  in  their  exhibit — viz.,  a  soda- 
fountain  entitled  "Sootorl"  (to  those  who  do  not  know 
Cockney  we  may  say  this  means  "suit  all").  The  fountain 
has  four  syrup-taps  communicating  with  suitable  containers, 
and  it  is  connected  with  an  ordinary  C02  saturator,  the  pipe 
of  which  is  coiled  and  placed  in  ice,  so  that  the  fountain 
drinks  are  thoroughly  cold  and  refreshing  when  drawn  off. 
The  fountain  is  artistic  in  appearance,  and  quite  suitable  for 
chemists'  trade. — Messrs.  Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  6  Great 
Turnstile,  W.C.,  had  a  very  good  exhibit  of  printed  materials 
and  all  kinds  of  chemists'  labels,  books,  showcards,  and 
counter-bills.  Amongst  the  last  named  we  noticed  several 
new  styles,  which  indicate  that  the  firm  keep  well  ahead 
with  new  competitors.  We  also  observed  1901  calendars 
with  new  designs,  and  numerous  examples  of  cartons  and 
sets  of  photographic  labels  with  and  without  spaces  for  the 
chemist's  own  name. 

*  *  *  -< 

Messrs.  J.  Gosnell  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Cherry-blossom 
reputation  had  in  their  exhibit  a  special  show-window  display 
of  Cherry-blossom  and  Famora  perfumes  and  toilet- 
specialities.  The  feature  of  this  display  is  that  the  firm  are 
offering  the  whole  contents  of  the  window  as  a  present  to 
their  special  agents  who  buy  an  equivalent  amount.  The 
window-display  is  of  saleable  goods,  with  the  exception  of 
the  large  bottles  of  Famora  and  Cherry-blossom  and  the 
giant  pot  of  tooth-paste,  which  with  small  sample-bottles  are 
thrown  , in.— Messrs.  John  J.  Griffin  &  Sons  (Limited), 
of  Sardinia"  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  exhibited  "Velox" 
papers  and  other  photographic  specialities,  most  of  which  we 
have  previously  had  the  opportunity  of  speaking  about.  We 
also  observed  an  exhibit  of  shop-fittings  and  druggists' 
sundries  by  Messrs.  Heath  Brothers,  a  local  firm,  which 
exhibit  was  well  placed,  being  immediately  inside  the 
Exhibition. 

*  *  *  •* 

Mr.  W.  C.  Hebden,  of  Halifax,  whose  camphortar,  silver- 
gloss,  and  packed  chloride  of  lime  are  doubtless  known  to 
readers  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  had  an  exhibit  of 
these  and  other  packed  specialities— Messrs.  Hirst, 
Brooke  &  Hirst  (Limited),  of  Leeds,  showed  a  well- 
displayed  collection  of  their  pharmaceutical  specialities, 
prominent  amongst  which  were  the  "  White  Bear  "  brand  of 
cod-liver  oil,  while  medicated  wines  were  a  strong  feature. 
The  firm  claim  to  have  been  the  first  to  place  orange-quinine 
wine  on  the  market  packed  ready  for  sale.  This  was  some 
time  after  Dr.  Collier  invented  quinine-wine,  long  before  it 
was  recognised  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  the 
original  style  of  bottle  is  still  retained  by  the  firm.  In 
these  later  competitive  days  the  firm  have  introduced  other 
styles  to  meet  the  competition  with  the  cheaper  brands. 
Effervescent  salts  were  shown  in  numerous  variety  here,  and 
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Smedley's  chillie-paste,  of  which  they  are  the  makers.  "  You 
have  got  a  compliment  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
authorities,"  we  remarked  to  one  of  the  directors.  '-Not  at 
all,"  said  he.  "  They  have  quite  missed  the  composition  of 
•  Smedley,'  and  the  official  imitation  only  resembles  the 
original  iu  containing  capsicum."  Some  attractive  lines  in 
health-salt  in  tins,  extract  of  milt  and  its  compositions, 
various  medicinal  emulsions  and  like  goods,  including  a  ij-Ib. 
tin  of  petroleum  jelly  to  sell  at  6(1.  were  features  we  noted 
while  glancing  over  the  exhibit. — Holloway's  Wine 
COMPANY  (Limited)  had  only  two  novelties  on  show  - 
viz.,  lemon-squash  and  lime-juice— attractively  put  up  for 
retail.  Besides  these  they  showed  several  medicinal  wines 
and  many  invalid  wines.— Mr.  E.  Griffiths  Hughes 
exhibited  Kruschen  salts,  karswood  creosote  (for  bronchial 
affections),  and  "  Itamasin  "  beetle-powder. 

*  *  4=  * 

Mr.  T.  Jackson",  of  Manchester,  the  manufacturer  of 
"  Prince  Albert  "  cachoux,  showed  the  new  47.  boxes  of 
these.  The  cachou  retains  its  popularity  in  spite  of  the 
many  new  competitors  in  this  field,  ard  the  4.7.  boxes  will 
no  doubt  further  tend  to  conserve  the  trade,  especially  as 
Mr.  Jackson  is  providing  samples  of  the  silvered  cachoux  in 
pretty  envelopes.  The  new  37.  bottles  of  benzine  was 
another  feature  to  which  our  attention  was  called  at  this 
exhibit. — Messrs.  J.  P.  JACKSON  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  were 
exhibiting  soda-water  machinery. — Messrs.  Jewsbury  & 
Brown",  of  Manchester,  had  a  splendid  exhibit  of  their 
aerated  waters.  This  firm  are  now  making  a  feature  of 
.standardising  all  the  medicated  aerated  waters,  which  they 
send  out  in  syphons  and  bottles.  These  are  soda,  potash, 
lithia,  seltzer,  piperazine,  lysidine,  iodide  of  potash,  citrate 
of  potash,  and  several  others.  The  retailers,  further,  have  a 
guarantee  that  the  waters  are  what  they  are  stated  to  be  on 
the  labels.  Besides  aerated  waters,  the  firm  also  exhibited 
lemonade,  ginger-ale,  hop-ale,  non-intoxicating  stout,  and 
fruit  syrups  and  cordials. 

The  Kaputin  Company  exhibited  their  advertising- 
attractions  for  assisting  the  sale  of  their  specialities,  and 
the  Kkene  Company,  of  High  Holborn,  who  are  makers  of 
the  "One-night  Corn-cure "  were  exceptionally  enterprising 
in  showing  visitors  what  they  can  do  to  push  the  sale  of 
this  speciality.  On  entering  the  vestibule  the  visitors  found 
a  large  space  occupied  by  the  Keene  sign,  and  when  one 
got  to  the  exhibit  itself  they  found  Mr.  Kruger  awaiting 
them,  with  eyes  moving  righteously,  besides  much  else  in 
the  way  of  advertising-matter.  One  novelty  was  a  moving 
ligure  of  a  magician,  who  removed  his  head  and  transferred 
it  to  a  box,  and  vice  versd,  within  the  sight  of  an  apprecia- 
tive audience,  who  vigorously  applauded. — Messrs.  T.  Ker- 
foot  &  Co.,  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  had  a  splendid  square 
showcase  devoted  to  their  manufactures,  which  comprised 
everything  pharmaceutical  into  which  sugar  enters.  This 
was  divided  into  nine  distinct  sections — viz  ,  medicated 
lozenges,  floral  cachous,  pastilles  and  jujubes,  infants'  foods 
and  emulsions,  capsules,  coated  compressions,  granular 
preparations,  coated  pills,  and  perfumes.  Messrs.  Kerfoot 
manufacture  these  goods  for  wholesalers  as  well  as  retailers, 
and  they  undertake  the  coating  of  pills  for  wholesale  houses, 
having  very  extensive  plant  both  for  sugar  and  pearl 
coating.  There  were  some  handsome  specimens  of  coated 
pills  in  brilliant  art  colours,  if  we  may  apply  the  word 
"  art "  to  this  department  of  physic.  The  coated  com- 
pressions or  tablets  were  also  pretty  examples  of  elegant 
confectionery,  cascara-sagrada  extract  thinly  coated  with 
chocolate  being  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  the  series. 
In  floral  cachous  Kerfoot's  "Sweet  Lips" retains  its  immense 
popularity,  which,  Mr.  Kerfoot  explains,  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  an  antiseptic  lozenge  as  well  as  a  breath-perfume. 
Messrs.  Kei  foot's  effervescent  preparations  are  called  "bi- 
granular,"  because  the  alkaline  or  bicarbonate  portion  is 
separately  granulated  from  the  acid  portion,  and  the  medi- 
cation is  mixed  with  the  acid  or  the  alkali,  according  to  its 
nature.  The  granules  are  made  in  definite  proportions,  and 
the  requisite  amounts  of  each  kind  afterwards  thoroughly 
blended.  One  result  of  this  is  that  practically  no  loss  of 
carbonic  acid  occurs  in  the  granulation-process,  and  the 
finished  preparation  retains  its  qualities  unimpaired  for 
years,  the  effervescence  being  as  brisk  in  a  live-year-old 


sample  as  in  one  made  only  five  minutes  before.  Messrs. 
Kerfoot  display  all  their  goods  in  a  most  attractive  manner 
*  *  *  * 

Messrs.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.  (Leicester)  had  a  | 
complete  representation  of  their  varied  manufactures,  but 
nothing,  we  learnt  at  the  stall,  strikingly  novel.    Right  in  | 
front  of  us  we  found  a  Union  Jack  made  of  red,  white,  and 
blue  granular  preparations.    Pills  were  w7ell  represented  in 
various  coloured  coatings,  and  we  noted  that  suppositories 
and  pessaries  are  receiving  the  firm's  attention.  Tubed 
goods  and  the  packing  of  powders  in  ordinary  papers  and  in  ' 
cachets  are  becoming  an  important  department  of  their  i 
enterprise. — The  London  Perfumery  Company  exhibited 
several  perfumes,  the  latest  of  which  is  called  "South 
African  Mimosa,"  and  is  a  pleasing  and  lasting  perfume. 

Messrs.  W.  Mather  (Limited),  of  Manchester,  had  a  : 
very  varied  display  of  their  products,  especially  in  the 
plaster  line,  these  including  the  old-fashioned  and  B.P. 
bases  as  well  as  rubber  combinations,  the  company  haviDg 
put  down  very  extensive  machinery  for  the  production  of  | 
the  last  named.    They  guarantee  their  B.P.  belladonna- 
plaster  to  contain  0  5  per  cent,  of  alkaloids  of  belladonna,  as 
required  by  the  B.P.,  and  undertake  to  defend  anyone  who  j 
buys  and  sells  this  plaster  and  who  may  happen  to  be  ■ 
summoned  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Their 
exhibit  contained  a  variety  of  plasters  of  all  kinds,  one 
special  series  being  isinglass-plasters  on  silk  and  other 
fabrics,  hospital-strapping,  and  the  like.    In  spite  of  the 
great  popularity  of  sticky  fly-papers,  the  Mather  Chemical 
Fly-paper  is  still  a  favourite,  and  we  were  shown  a  case 
containing  25,000  flies  which  had  been  caught  in  the  course  1 
of  a  fortnight  with  two  of  these  papers.— Mellin's  Food  \ 
(Limited)  devoted  most  of  their  space  to  showing  the 
advertising  material  which  they  give  to  chemists  for  dis- 
tribution.— Mr.  E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  had  perhaps  the 
most  interesting  exhibit  in  the  hall,  as  it  was  entirely  con- 
fined to  rare  and  medicinal  chemicals  displayed  in  jars, 
the  names  of  these  products  occupying  four  columns  in  the 
Exhibition  catalogue.     Amongst  the  chemicals  which  we 
noticed  were  a  series  of  glycerophosphates,  including  the 
scaled-iron  compound  which  closely  resembles  ferrietquin.cit.  < 
The  firm  showed  other  scale  compounds,  a  complete  line  of 
photographic  chemicals,  iodides,  bromides,  salicylic  acid  and 
salicylates,  benzoic  acid  and  benzoates,  and  many  vegetable  | 
active  principles,  besides  pure  chemicals  for  scientific  and  ■ 
technical  purposes,  and  several  synthetic  products.    The  ! 
exhibit,  as  a  whole,  was  intended  to  be  an  object-lesson  to 
visitors  as  to  the  range  of  the  firm's  manufactures. — Messrs. 
Chas.  Midgley  (Limited),  of  Manchester,  exhibited  medi-  I 
cated  soaps,  pastilles,  &c,  and  for  the  first  time  a  powerful 
acetylene-lamp  with  reflector  for  throat-diagnosis. 

*  w  * 

Messrs.  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  of  Manchester,  had 
a  small,  but  none  the  less  attractive,  exhibit.   We  noticed  ; 
several  specimens  of  crude  drugs,  such  as  aloes  in  gourds, 
benzoin,  and  Turkey  opium,  one  piece  of  the  last  weighing 
over  10  lbs.    There  was  a  sample  of  Siam  benzoin  which 
fetched  the  record  price  in  Mincing  Lane — viz.,  21.?.  per  lb. 
That  was  long  ago,  when  Mr.  Phillips,  sen.,  of  Messrs. 
Jenkins  &  Phillips,  was  alive.    He  was  the  selling-broker  on 
that  day,  and  Messrs.  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.  bought  a 
case  of  the  fine  benzoin.    It  was  no  doubt  a  fancy  price,  but 
it  was  stated  that  Menier,  of  chocolate  fame,  wanted  the  lot, 
and  so  the  price  ran  up.    Although  the  specimen  has  been  ■ 
exposed  to  the  air  for  nearly  a  generation  it  still  retains  its 
fine  aromatic  flavour.    The  firm's  trade-exhibit  consisted  ot  : 
the  well-known   dairy  specialities,  such  as  the  "Silver 
Churn,"  essence  of  rennet,  butter  powder  and  colonr,  and 
liquid  annatto.    The  pharmaceutical  part  of  the  exhibit  , 
included    liquid  and   solid  galenicals.— Messrs.  Oppen- 
heimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G., 
had  a  fairly  complete  exhibit  of  palatinoids  and  bi-pala- 
tinoids.  We  spoke  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Ball,  who  was  present,  about 
the  complaint  recently  made  by  a  compounder  at  the  fron 
in  regard  to  chlorodyne  bi-palatinoids,  and  Mr.  Ball  gave  a 
very  reasonable  explanation— viz.,  that  these  palatinoids 
were  not  the  kind  intended  for  exportation.    Messrs.  Oppen- 
heimer  ensure  that  any  liquid  drug  put  up  in  this  way 
should  be  as  free  as  possible  from  water,  as  the  coating, 
which  contains  60  per  cent,  of  gum  arabic,  might  be  a-necte' 
by  passing  through  tropical  heat,  but  the  corapounderreteire 
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o  may  have  taken  a  bottle  from  home  stock.  Hypodermic 
;-oods  are  now  a  very  strong  line  with  Messrs.  Oppenheimer, 
is  well  as  medicine-cases  generally,  and  they  seem  to  have 
carried  the  practice  of  this  to  a  very  fine  art,  judging  from 
;he  examples  that  were  exhibited  to  us. 
:  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  manufactures  are  now  so 
familiar  to  the  British  drug-trade  that  one  exhibit  of  theirs 
is  very  much  like  another,  and  we  cannot  forget  that  it  is 
only  a  fortnight  since  we  described  the  one  they  had  at  the 
Oueen's  Hall ;  but  the  Manchester  one  was  so  very  different 
in  appearance,  and  especially  in  attractiveness,  that  it  is 
hard  to  pass  it  by  without  saying  something  in  compliment 
;o  those  who  arranged  it.    It  was  an  open  stall,  with  some- 
firing  like  a  serving-counter  in  front,  where  specimens  of 
Effervescing  lithia  tablets  and  other  salines,  compressed 
ablets,  and  liquid  extracts  were  displayed.    At  one  side  was 
uranged  a  chemist's  window,  showing  some  of  the  packed 
ines  that  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  prepared  specially 
co  meet  the  British  demand,  with  Winchesters  of  C.L.O.  emul- 
sion as  a  background.  Several  of  Messrs.  Whitall,  Tatum  &  Co.'s 
special  designs  in  show-jars  were  placed  about  the  exhibit, 
knd  gave  it  a  touch  of  colour  that  otherwise  would  have 
ouen  unobtainable.     The  main  features  about  the  exhibit 
were  the  introduction  of  compressed  effervescents,  which 
ire  put  up  in  a  special  style  of  bottle,  forty  tablets  to  the 
xittle,  as  well  as  in  bulk,  for  dispensing-purposes.  Coated 
pills  and  coated  tablets  and  compressed  lozenges  were  also 
■veil  represented,  and  considerable  attention  was  given  to  the 
iescription  of  chloretone  (the  anresthetic  and  condensation 
uoduct  of  acetone  and  chloroform  recently  mentioned) 
knd   mercurol,    the    nuclein   compound    of    mercury.  — 
Messrs.  Pate,  Bourke  &  Co.  exhibited  "Petonel"  wool 
airgical  dressings ;  and  the  Peptine  Maltine  (Limited)  had 
■in  exhibit  of  "  peptonised  malt  "  specialities,  which  would 
riore  properly  be  described  as  "  pepsinised." — Messrs.  John 
Phillips  &  Sons,  sponge-importers,  York  Road,  E.C.,  had 
wo  large  spaces  devoted  to  separate  exhibits  of  sponges, 
he  larger  one  containing  268  cases  of  honeycomb  and 
Turkey  sponges.    The  walls  of  the  booth  were  built  up  from 
lases  of  honeycomb  of  all  sizes,  from  the  3d.  toilet-sponge 
o  a  large  and  handsome  bath-sponge  of  fine  texture  The 
nterior  contained  several  score  of  boxes  of  fine  Turkeys, 
ihowing  an  excellent  selection  considering  the  comparative 
carcity  of  this  style  of  sponge  at  the  present  time.  There 
jvas  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  "  fine  cups  "  ranging 
m  price  from  Is.  M.  upwards,  also  solid  shapes,  and  the 
ixhibit  was  relieved  by  a  Roman  amphora  and  other  inci- 
lentals  to  sponge-fishing,  while  the  pillars  at  the  corners  of 
■he  booth  were  covered  with  elephants'  ear  sponges,  and  in 
he  interior  we  saw  some  cases  of  the  very  finest  pieces  of 
his  sponge,  which  are  extensively  employed  for  abdominal 
ompresses.  —  The   Plasmon  Syndicate   (Limited)  ex- 
hibited their  food  specialities ;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  hall 
ve  found  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke's  representatives  from 
kmdon  very  busy  with  their  customers  from  the  Manchester 
district.   There  were  a  lot  of  new  things  at  their  stall  which 
re  should  have  liked  to  have  more  closely  examined, 
first,  we  noted  a  picture  showing  views  of  the  new  herb- 
arm  which  the  firm  have  acquired  at  Carshalton,  in  Surrey, 
P  one  of  which  Mr.  Goddard  Clarke  is  seen  standing  in  a 
'  eld  of  chamomiles.    "Fer  Veno  "  is  the  name  of  a  new 
omc  wine  introduced  by  the  firm.    This  is,  we  should  think, 
bsolutely  the  first  speciality  of  the  kind  of  which  the  sale  is 
p  be  strictly  confined  to  registered  chemists  and  druggists. 

he  reason  for  this  is  that  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke  submitted 

sample  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  and  they  passed  it 
s  non-excisable,  but  they  stipulated  that  it  shall  be  sold 
my  as  a  medicine  by  registered  chemists  and  druggists. 

i-'-Vj  an  exceeding1y  important  ruling.  A  new  cachou, 
ntitled  "Japanese  Violet,"  was  shown  by  the  firm.  It  is 
ut  up  attractively  in  2d.  envelopes.  There  was  a  very 
ood  selection  of  herbs  and  seeds  on  the  stall,  as  well  as 

qma  extracts  and  remedies  and  medicated  wines,  and 
pecimens  of  the  new  edition  of  Potter's  Id.  "  Popular  Herbal 
nd  Jamily  Medical  Guide." 

Messrs.  J.  Quilliam  &  Co.,  of  Manchester,  exhibited 
samples  of  their  plasters,  fly-papers,  and  homoeopathic 
leucines,  the  last  mentioned  being  put  out  in  the  name  of 
J-  J  Watts  &  Co." 

The  Roberts  Filling  Machine  Company  exhibited 
Jveral  pieces  of  apparatus  for  use  in  filling  bottles  and  tins. 


Since  we  described  this  apparatus  it  has  been  considerably 
improved,  and  adapted  to  a  variety  of  purposes  which  were 
fully  illustrated  in  the  exhibit. 

Messrs.  A.  de  St.  Dalmas  &  Co.,  of  Leicester,  had  an 
attractive  display  of  surgical  plasters  in  tins  of  a  design 
which  years  ago  it  was  not  possible  for  a  manufacturer  to  make 
owing  to  the  dulnessof  the  containers  that  were  at  their  dis- 
posal, but  nowadays  the  decorating  of  the  plate  has  become 
an  important  English  industry,  and  attractively-ornamented 
cylinders  and  boxes  are  quite  usual.  Mr.  De  St.  Dalmas  has 
not  been  slow  to  adopt  novel  styles,  so  his  exhibit  was  pretty. 
He  showed  a  practically  complete  selection  of  surgical  and 
medicated  plasters,  including  those  made  with  rubber  and 
B.P.  bases.  His  firm  make  a  speciality  of  belladonna- 
plaster  on  red  felt,  porous  belladonna,  menthol-plaster, 
and  salicylic  plaster  were  also  in  prominence,  while  we 
observed  a  good  selection  of  surgical  bandages,  including 
plaster-of-Paris  bandages  in  the  special  containers,  of  which 
a  very  large  number  have  "  gone  to  the  front "  and  proved 
invaluable  in  cases  of  fracture  and  to  provide  temporary 
support  in  severe  cases,  as  well  as  a  permanent  support  in 
those  injuries  for  which  the  plaster-of-Paris  bandage  is 
suitable. 

Messrs.  John  Sanger  &  Sons,  2  Winsley  Street,  W.,  were 
the  only  London  firm  connected  with  druggists'  sundries 
who  were  exhibiting.  They  had  a  very  nice  show  of  sundries 
generally,  including  enemas,  bandages,  brushes,  combs,  and 
counter  specialities,  as  well  as  perfumery  and  toilet  requisites 
and  the  Winsley  baby-soothers. 

The  Top-Not  Company,  whose  soap  and  hair-dressing  we 
have  mentioned  on  more  than  one  occasion,  devoted  their 
small  exhibit  chiefly  to  the  window-attractions  which  they 
supply  to  their  customers. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Vino  Drug  Company  exhibited  several  American 
medicinal  specialities,  of  which  the  British  agency  is  in 
Manchester. 

The  Vinoli.v  Company  (Limited)  had  an  excellent 
display  of  Vinolia  soaps,  perfumes,  and  toilet-requisites. 
Chief  amongst  these  were  the  perfume-caskets  for  Christmas 
trade.  Several  of  last  year's  favourites  are  still  retained  as 
they  seem  to  be  popular — for  example,  the  one  in  imitation 
Wedgwood.  This  year  three  have  been  brought  forward 
containing  one  or  two  bottles  of  perfume,  the  bottles  in  each 
case  being  of  hand-cut  glass  and  varied  shapes.  Of  the 
three  kinds,  the  first  is  an  artistic  oblong  box  covered  in 
heliotrope  and  green  silk,  with  four  different  kinds  of  bottles 
to  select  from ;  the  second  is  a  pale-pink  box  with  a 
medallion  picture  of  a  beauty  in  the  centre ;  and  the  third  is 
a  fancy-shaped  box  covered  with  pale  green,  and  also  con- 
taining one  or  two  bottles  as  desired.  The  company  have 
two  new  showcards  :  one  has  a  gay  Parisienne,  and  the  other 
a  Moorish-looking  maiden  in  the  centre,  both  exquisitely 
printed  in  colours.  They  are  not  showing  any  new  soaps 
just  now,  and  the  variety  that  one  sees  in  their  showcases  is 
ample  reason  to  account  for  that. 

Virol  (Limited)  confine  their  exhibit  entirely  to  the 
various  sizes  of  Virol  which  is  offered  to  the  trade,  and  here 
we  learned  that  it  is  advancing  steadily  in  medical  and 
public  favour.  It  is  one  of  the  few  substitutes  for  cod-liver 
oil  which  can  be  taken  all  the  year  round,  and  especially 
during  the  present  hot  weather.  When  invalids  cannot 
assimilate  cod-liver  oil,  they  take  Virol  with  equally  good 
results  and  without  disturbance  to  digestion. — The  Vri\E 
Ore  Company  (Limited)  make  a  good  display  of  their 
special  preparation. 

Messrs.  T.  West  &  Sons,  of  Stratford,  the  manufacturers 
of  "  Okell  Mona  "  bouquet,  had  a  compact  exhibit  of  that 
well-known  perfume,  and  also  exhibited  "  Mona "  bouquet 
sachet-powder,  and  a  new  cachou  in  which  "  Mona  "  bouquet 
is  the  scent.  Messrs.  West  also  manufacture  the  "  Bell  of 
the  Ball "  floor-polish,  which  is  put  up  in  Is.  and  2s.  per- 
forated tins. — Mr.  J.  H.  Wilkinson,  chemists  printer,  has 
included  in  his  extensive  exhibit  of  printed  material  one  of 
the  largest  typographic  printed  posters  which  has  ever  been 
seen.  It  is  76  by  65  inches  in  area,  and  is  printed  in  two 
colours.  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  distributing  a  neatly  printed  and 
illustrated  memoir  of  John  Gutenburg,  the  inventor  of 
printing  with  movable  types,  which  we  understand  has  been 
written  by  Mr.  Spencer  Wilkinson,  the  well-known  military 
critic,  who  is  related  to  Mr.  Wilkinson. 
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Messrs.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Manchester, 
make  one  of  the  most  varied  exhibits  in  the  building.  Two 
sides  of  their  stand  are  wholly  devoted  to  photographic 
apparatus  and  specialities  and  surgical  instruments.  The 
"Victoria"  hand-cameras  which  the  firm  put  upon  the 
market  are  wonderfully  good  value.  The  cheapest  retails 
at  11.  2s.  6rZ.,  and  is  known  as  the  No.  0.  It  carries  twelve 
quarter-plates,  and  is  provided  with  a  movable  diaphragm 
and  dust-cover  in  front  of  the  lens,  automatic  arrangement 
for  changing  the  plates  (with  number-indicator),  two  view- 
finders,  and  is  well  finished  in  black  leatherette.  Similar 
provisions  are  more  liberally  carried  out  in  the  ",No.  2 
Victoria,"  which  retails  at  31.  10s.  It  is  provided  with  an 
iris  diaphragm  on  a  good  rapid-rectilinear  lens,  and  in 
finish  the  apparatus  is  wonderfully  complete.  We  particu- 
larly noted  the  arrangement  for  changing  the  plates  auto- 
matically, which  also  registers  the  exposure.  A  tripod- 
camera  which  we  inspected  (No.  3)  we  found  to  be  well 
made  of  seasoned  mahogany,  with  leather  bellows  and 
brass  fittings  (where  there  are  screwed  or  movable  parts). 
It  is  provided  with  a  roller-blind  shutter  which  fits  behind 
the  lens  and  has  reversing  and  swing-back  as  extension. 
The  lens  is  a  rapid  rectilinear  one  with  his  diaphragm,  and 
the  whole  apparatus  is  a  typical  piece  of  good  workmanship. 
These  are  mere  examples  of  the  varitty  of  photographic 
goods  which  Messrs.  Woolley  had  on  show.  In  the  surgical 
department  we  observed  an  .r-ray  apparatus  with  a  coil  that, 
gives  an  18-inch  spark.  A  mahogany  cabinet  of  lenses  and 
fittings  for  the  optical  trade  contained  several  drawers,  half 
of  which  are  fitted  with  lenses  of  all  kinds  and  trial-frames 
for  testing  the  sight.  In  addition  there  are  permanent 
frames  in  various  styles,  so  that  the  chemist  may  fit  a 
customer  with  lenses  exactly  suitable  to  the  sight  and  pro- 
vide the  finished  spectacles  or  eye-glasses  while  he  waits. 
Here  also  we  observed  specimens  of  trusses  manufactured 
on  Messrs.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.'s  own  premises,  and  a  new 
kind  of  catheter-steriliser,  consisting  of  a  horseshoe-shaped 
box,  the  lower  part  of  which  holds  water  and  is  supported 
from  the  upper  part  by  a  metal  partition.  The  box  is  put 
on  a  sla  id  under  which  a  lighted  spirit-lamp  is  placed,  and 
the  catheter  is  attached  to  a  nozzle,  which  is  really  a 
steam-outlet,  so  that  when  the  box  is  closed  as  soon 
as  the  water  boils  the  steam  passes  through  the 
catheter,  thoroughly  sterilising  it.  In  the  pharma- 
ceutical side  of  the  exhibit  we  tapped  a  display  of  inter- 
esting galenicals,  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice 
in  a  limited  space.  For  example,  there  were  an  inseparable 
petroleum-emulsion,  and  one  of  cod-liver  oil,  with  creosote, 
in  which  the  taste  of  creosote  is  wonderfully  disguised. 
Also  we  observed  "aromatic  cascara,"  which  is  practically 
tasteless,  although  it  is  not  treated  by  the  alkali-debitterising 
process  ;  and  specimens  of  pulv.  glycrr.  co.  of  remarkably 
fine  flavour,  due,  we  were  informed,  to  the  fact  that  the 
whole  of  the  ingredients  of  the  powder  were  ground 
together.  The  firm  have  introduced  suppositories  shaped 
like  a  barrel  (with  a  point),  and  axe  developing  this  depart- 
ment well.  There  were  also  excellent  examples  of  capsules 
moulded  by  hand,  while  filled  cachets  are  becoming  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  firm's  work,  rivalling,  in  some  respects, 
their  extensive  pill-manufacturing  department.  Of  the  new 
things  to  which  our  attention  was  called,  mercuriol — a  com- 
pound of  mercury  with  aluminium  and  magnesia,  for  the 
mercurial  treatment  of  syphilis — seemed  to  us  rather 
striking.  This  compound  is  used  upon  a  kind  of  swansdown, 
covering  the  body  from  neck  to  waist.  In  (he  interior  of 
this  the  mercuriol  is  rubbed,  and  on  wearing  'the  garb  the 
mercury  is  distributed  in  a  fine  vapour,  which  is  rapidly 
absorbed  into  the  system.  We  also  noted  the  decalcified  bone 
which  Dr.  F.  W.  Robinson,  of  Huddersfield,  employs  for 
treating  obstinate  ulcers  and  for  healing  cavities. 

Worth's  Food  Syndicate  exhibited  the  Cheltine  foods 
to  which  we  had  occasion  to  call  attention  a  fortnight  ago. 

The  last  exhibit  which  we  mention  is  that  of  Messrs. 
Wyley's  (Limited),  Coventry.  This  was  unpretentious,  but 
exceedingly  neat  and  attractive.  It  consisted  chiefly  of 
pharmaceutical  preparations.  We  observed  a  number  of 
essential  oils  and  liquid  standardised  galenical  preparations, 
in  front  of  them  being  glucide  in  crystals  like  citric  acid, 
and  a  fine  specimen  of  this  year's  biennial  henbane.  Com- 
pressed goods  were  represented  by  "  Tropels  "  in  lozenge 
form,  which  are  really  lozenge  substitutes,  and  are  now  being 


much  employed.  Compressed  pellets  and  hypodermic  pelle 
were  also  included  in  this  class.    We  noticed  also  son 
beautifully-produced  flexible  gelatin  capsules  and  gelati 
coated  oval  pills,  of  which  this  firm  are  the  only  "make 
in    this    country.     They  also    make  pearl-coated  pill 
Veterinary  side-lines  had  a  case  to  themselves.  Me&hl 
Wyley,  like  ourselves,  believe   that  chemists  can  make 
good  deal  out  of  the  veterinary  trade,  so  they  put  up  j 
series  of  articles  in  common  request,  with  or  without  tl  j 
name  of  the  retailer.    Some  of  these  include  combiuatio; ' 
in  ball-shape  coated  with  gelatin,  and  the  firm  guaraut 
that  the  coating  dissolves  perfectly,  for  there  is  nut  benea 
it,  as  in  some  cases,  a  coating  of  paraffin-wax.  The' 
veterinary  side-lines  of  Messrs.  Wyley's  are  well  won 
attention,  as  they  have  been  carefully  devised  and  are  p 
up  in  good  style.  We  ought  to  add  that  a  band  played  in  tl 
Exhibition  daily. 


Colonial  ano  jforeion  IRews. 


Sunday  Closing  in  Germany. — The  Berlin  Senate  hi 
declined  to  consider  a  petition  relative  to  the  closing  1 
pharmacies  on  Sunday  afternoons  and  holidays,  as  they  co 
sider  the  matter  more  suitable  for  the  provincial  Diet. 

Condy's  Crystal-case. — Messrs.  Condy  &  Mitchell  <, 
April  20,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Victoria,  obtained  an  i, 
junction  against  Mr.  W.  A.  Taylor,  chemist,  Melbouri 
restraining  him  from  selling  as  Condy's  crystals  any  cryst; 
not  being  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufacture.  This  is  one  of  i 
series  of  cases  which  Messrs.  Condy  &  Mitchell  havesucce: ' 
fully  carried  through  in  the  Australian  courts. 

The  Morphia-hai'.it. — An   inquest  was  held  at  t 
Colonial  Hospital,  Gibraltar,  on  June  4,  on  the  body 
Dr.  Edgar  Macharg,  who  on  that  same  morning  had  be 
found  lying  in  bed  unconscious  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  and  w 
died  shortly  afterwards.    A  pocktt-case  of  Burroughs,  We 
come  &  Co.'s  hypodermic  tabloids  and  a  syringe  were  fou  , 
upon  the  table  in  deceased's  room.    Drs.  Wheeler  and  Ba, 
gave  evidence  that  deceased  died  from  narcotic  poisonii 
and  it  is  supposed  that  deceased,  who  was  subject  to  t 
morphia-habiC,  had  taken  a  few  opium  tabloids  that  w  | 
missing  from  a  tube.    All  the  tubes  of  morphia-preparatic 
were  empty,  and  the  syringe  did  not  look  as  if  it  had  be 
used.    The  Coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  •; 
misadventure. 

Tariff-decisions. — The  Hamburg  Customs  authorit 
have  decided  that  "  Listerine  "—a  product  advertised  i 
only  as  an  internal  medicine  and  as  an  addition  to  t 
bath,   but    also  as  a   "tooth  and  mouth  water"— sin, 
it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  preparation  in  questi 
contains  24  8  per   cent,    (volume)  of  alcohol,  is  to 
classified  as  an  alcoholic  mouth  and  tooth  wash  under  1 
31  c,  1,  of  the  tariff,  subject  to  a  duty  of  300m.  per  1 
kilos.  (7/.  12s   bd.  per  cwt.).— Under  the  Italian  tariff 
has  been  decided  that  Mellin's  food  is  dutiable  under  No. 
of  the  tariff  as  "  sweetmeats  and  preserves  with  sugar  a 
honey,''  at  100  lire  per  100  kilos.  (2/  0s.  U.  per  ow' ; 
Sanitas  soap   is  dutiable  under  No.  70  of  the  tariff 
"  compound  medicaments,  not  specified,"  at  60  lire  per  j  | 
kilos.  (1/.  4*.  5d.  per  cwt.). 

The  Litigation  of  the  California  Fig  Syrup  Company, ! 
San  Francisco,  against  Clinton  E.  Worden  &  Co ,  of  1 
same  city,  has  been  finally  settled  by  a  recent  decision  of  i 
United  States  Court  of  Appeals,  affirming  the  decree  of  • 
U.S.  Circuit  Court  made  about  a  year  ago  in  favour  on 
complainants.    The  decision  establishes  the  exclusive  nijj 
of  the  California  Fig  Syrup  Company  to  the  use  of  the  na 
1  Syrup  of  Figs  "  or  "  Fig  Syrup,"  and  it  enjoins  the  detencta 
in  the  suit  from  using  these  names  for  any  laxative  prepa 
tion  made  by  them.    In  the  decree  of  the  lower  Goiut 
contention  of  the  California  Fig  Syrup  Company  was 
Clinton  E.  Worden  &  Co.  and  five  other  persons  had  intnni 
upon  the  exclusive  right  of  the  complainants  to  the  use  or 
name  "  Syrup  of  Figs "  or  "  Fig  Syrup  "  as  appheel  i 
liquid  laxative  medicine,  and  had  imitated  the  complaina. 
labels. 
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Xeoal  IReports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Pkintselleks'  Boycott  of  Boots  (Limited). 
In  the  Queen's  Bench  Divisional  Court  on  Saturday,  before 
Justices  Bigham  and  Phillimore,  judgment  was  given 
in  the  case  of  Boots'  Cash.  Chemists  (Limited),  who 
have  branches  in  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  and  the  Mid- 
lands, which  was  heard  before  their  Lordships  on  April  4. 
It  was  brought  up  on  that  date  in  the  form  of  a 
motion  raising  the  question  as  to  whether  the  plaintiffs' 
statement  of  claim  against  the  defendants  disclosed 
any  cause  of  action.  The  defendants  were  Messrs.  Grindley, 
Palmer  &  Co.,  Liverpool;  Mawson,  Swan  &  Mawson, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  Hibbert  Brothers  &  Co.,  Sheffield; 
several  Manchester  and  Birmingham  firms  ;  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Sampson,  York.  The  point  raised  was  that  the  plaintiffs 
alleged  that,  by  reason  of  a  circular  sent  out  by  the 
defendants,  who  are  printsellers,  in  combination  with  a 
number  of  others,  they  were  prevented  from  carrying  on 
their  business.  In  other  words,  they  said  that  the  defendants 
had  conspired  to  induce  people  not  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  them,  and  had  thus  prevented  them  from  carrying  on 
their  business  at  a  profit.  The  foundation  of  the  action 
was  the  following  circular,  which  was  issued  by  the 
defendants : — ■ 

Private  and  Confidential. 

In  view  of  the  combination  of  several  of  the  London  publishers 
it  is  time  that  all  bonci-fide  printsellers  throughout  the  provinces 
became  united  to  defend  themselves.  It  is  known  that  two  or  three 
firms  have  admitted  that  they  supply  Boots  &  Co.'s  stores, 
drapers,  and  others  (who  are  non-subscribers  to  the  Printsellers' 
Association)  at  half-price,  and  we  think  it  very  unfair  when  thev 
know  that  these  people  want  them  to  sell  to  the  public  at  25  per 
cent,  off  the  published  price,  and  advertise  the  fact.  I£  the 
provincial  trade  will  all  agree  not  to  order  any  goods  from 
travellers  representing  houses  whose  publications  are  syste- 
matically shown  and  offered  by  these  notorious  undersellers,  then 
their  reports  of  non-success  would  show  their  principals  how  very 
seriously  we  take  it;  and,  although  the  measure  proposed  at  the 
general  meeting  of  the  Printsellers'  Association  will  not  go  to  the 
root  of  the  evil,  we  feel  sure  it  is  bringing  the  aggressors  into  a 
smaller  radius,  and  will,  to  some  extent,  mitigate  the  notorious 
system  of  underselling.  This  matter  is  becoming  so  serious 
throughout  the  provinces  that  we  venture  to  bring  this  suggestion 
before  your  notice  in  the  hope  that,  by  your  assistance,  it  will  have 
the  desired  effect. 

The  defendants  in  the  motion  asked  the  Court  to  say  that 
there  was  no  cause  of  action  disclosed  in  the  plaintiffs' 
pleadings,  and  they  said  that  their  action  would  be  lawful 
if  done  by  an  individual,  and  what  was  lawful  in  the 
individual  could  not  be  made  unlawful  if  done  by  a  number 
of  people.  Plaintiffs,  on  the  other  hand,  contended  that  the 
combination  was  unlawful. 

Mr.  Justice  Phillimore,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Justice 
Bigham,  read  both  judgments.  In  his  own  he  said  the 
plaintiffs  complained  that  the  defendants  had  combined 
with  others  to  prevent  them  from  carrying  on  their  trade, 
and  that  they  had  done  it  maliciously  and  without  just  cause 
or  excuse.  The  defendants  said  that  the  acts  complained  of 
were  acts  of  trade  competition  and  in  furtherance  of  their 
trade.  The  question  was  whether  the  combination  by  several 
against  one  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  him  of  his  trade 
gave  to  the  person  so  injured  cause  of  action.  It  had  been 
decided  by  the  House  of  Lords  that  there  were  some  in  jurious 
acts  which  one  person  might  do  towards  another  without 
committing  a  crime,  which,  when  done  by  several  persons  in 
combination,  might  become  criminal.  He  should  hold  that 
all  confederacies  to  prevent  a  man  carrying  on  his  business 
and  earning  his  livelihood  would  be  indictable  conspiracies. 
Having  alluded  to  the  cases  quoted  by  counsel  at  the  previous 
hearing,  he  said  he  thought  that  if  the  confederacy  in  this 
case  for  the  motives  and  purposes  alleged  in  the  statement  of 
claim  were  proved  as  laid,  it  would  be  indictable  and  at 
least  equally,  if  not  a  fortiori,  actionable— in  other  words, 
given  the  confederacy,  the  motives  and  purpose  made  all  the 
ditterence.  If  a  number  of  persons,  because  of  political  or 
religious  hatred,  or  from  a  spirit  of  revenge  for  previous  real 
or  fancied  injury,  combined  to  oppress  a  man  and  deprive 


him  of  his  means  of  livelihood  for  the  mere  purpose  of  to- 
called  punishment,  he  thought  the  sufferer  had  his  remedy — 
provided  the  combination  was  intended  to  further  its  own 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Justice  Bigham,  in  his  judgment,  said  that  the 
statement  of  claim  must  be  read  carefully.  The  intention 
of  the  circular  complained  of  was  to  induce  printsellers  to 
refrain  from  dealing  with  those  who  sold  to  the  plaintiff -i 
prints  at  low  prices.  One  man  was  entitled  as  against  all 
the  world  to  ask  another  to  refrain  frSm  dointr  ai  act  which 
the  other  man  could  lawfully  omit  to  do;  but  it  was  said 
that  the  defendants'  acts  were  calculated  to  damage  the 
plaintiffs  in  their  business,  and  were  unlawful  and  in 
restraint  of  plaintiffs'  right  to  trade  freely.  He  did  not  find 
in  this  case  that  the  acts  of  the  defendants  were  unlawful. 
A  conspiracy  existed  when  two  or  more  men  combined  to  do 
an  unlawful  act ;  but  no  conspiracy  could  give  rise  to  a  civil 
action  unless  it  violated  or  threatened  to  violate  the  rights 
of  an  individual  as  distinguished  from  the  rights  of  the 
public  at  large.  He  could  find  in  this  case  no  acts  alleged 
against  the  defendants  which  amounted  to  a  violation  of 
those  rights,  and  he  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  statement  of  claim  disclosed  no  cause  of  action.  To 
allow  such  an  action  to  go  to  trial  would  cause  unnecessary 
expense  and  waste  of  public  time. 

Mr.  Justice  Phillimore  said  it  would  be  seen  that  they 
differed  in  their  opinions.  As  junior  Judge  he  would  with- 
draw his  judgment,  and  the  action  would  be  dismissed,  with 
leave  to  appeal. 

The  Peomotion  of  Vimbos. 
In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  June  18,  the  case  of 
Dudman  v.  Altman  and  others  was  mentioned  before  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  trial  of  the  action  began  on 
March  21,  the  plaintiff  suing  for  damages  for  loss  sustained 
by  him  by  reason  of  alleged  untrue  statements  contained  in 
the  prospectus  of  Vimbos  (Limited),  on  the  faith  of  which 
he  subscribed  for  300  ordinary  and  200  preference  shares  in 
that  company.  On  April  5  the  jury  disagreed  and  were 
discharged,  his  Lordship  saying  that  if  there  was  a  new  trial 
it  must  be  before  another  judge. 

Mr.  Duke,  Q.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  said  he 
had  some  expectations  that  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to 
trouble  the  Court  with  another  application,  but  they  had 
been  disappointed.  By  agreement  between  the  two  parties 
the  questions  under  section  38  of  the  Companies  Act  as  to 
contracts  being  omitted  from  the  prospectus  remained  to  be 
dealt  with  by  his  Lordship,  but  it  seemed  more  satisfactory 
that  the  questions  of  fact  in  the  action  should  be  disposed  of 
before  this  question  was  considered,  and,  therefore,  he  asked 
that  the  case  might  be  set  down  at  once  and  re-tried. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  fixed  July  25  for  the  new  trial. 

The  Medical  Eegister. 
In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  June  20,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Grantham  and  Mr.  Justice  Channell,  Mr.  C.  A.  Bynoe,  a 
physician  and  surgeon,  applied  for  a  rule  nisi  for  a  manclai)uis 
to  the  General  Medical  Council  commanding  them  to  hear  an 
application  by  him  that  the  erasure  of  his  name  from  the 
Medical  Register  might  be  removed.  Mr.  Colman  on  behalf 
of  the  applicant  stated  that  he  was  tried  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  in  1892  for  forgery  and  sentenced  to  nine 
years'  penal  servitude.  His  name  was  subsequently  erased 
from  the  Medical  Register.  It  appeared  that  before  his 
name  was  struck  off  and  while  he  was  in  prison  he  was 
served  with  a  notice  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  to  consider  the  charge  against  him  of  his 
having  been  convicted.  A  letter  which  he  sent  requesting 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  postponed  did  not  reach  the 
Council.  It  appeared  that  since  his  conviction  the  evidence 
on  which  he  had  been  convicted  had  turned  out  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham  in  giving  judgment  said  he  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  Home  Office  and  the  case 
had,  he  found,  been  thoroughly  investigated  there.  If  the 
present  application  were  granted  the  Court  would  be  placing 
the  General  Medical  Council  in  the  position  of  judge  and 
jury  in  a  most  complex  and  difficult  case  as  to  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  this  man.  The  Court  ought  to  hesitate  long 
before  doing  that.  The  Council  were  bound  to  deal  with  the 
case  at  the  time  of  the  conviction.  They  had  no  right  to  say 
it  should  be  postponed  for  seven  years, 
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Mr.  Justice  Channell  in  concurring  with  this  opinion  said 
the  proceedings  of  the  Council  at  the  time  were  perfectly 
regular.  This  was  really  a  mandamus  to  rehear.  Probably 
the  Council  had  a  discretion  in  tha\  but  there  was  no  duty 
upon  them  to  rehear,  and  therefore  the  Court  could  not  grant 
the  mandamus. 


Pharmacy  Acts. 

Improper  Labelling. 

At  Barrow  Police  Court  on  June  18,  Charles  Smith,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Dalton  Road,  was  charged  with  having  sold 
a  quantity  of  prussic  acid  to  a  girl  named  Mary  Musson, 
who  afterwards  poisoned  herself  with  it.  The  circumstances 
of  the  case  were  reported  in  our  last  week's  issue  (page  984). 
and  defendant  now  pleaded  guilty.  Mr.  Bradshaw,  for  the 
defence,  said  the  defendant  had  labelled  the  bottle,  but 
unfortunately  had  neglected  to  affix  the  name  and  address 
of  the  seller.  The  prosecution  had  been  undertaken  by  the 
police  because  of  the  strong  remarks  made  by  the  Coroner 
at  the  inquest.    Defendant  was  fined  10s.  and  costs. 


Shipping  Methylated  Spirit. 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  June  20,  Messrs.  1!.  &  F. 
Prank,  oil  and  colour  men,  of  24  Tidal  Basin,  Victoria  Dock, 
were  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  London  and  India 
Docks  Joint  Committee,  for  causing  to  be  sent  for  shipment 
a  quantity  of  methylated  spirit  in  a  case,  the  nature  of  the 
contents  not  being  distinctly  marked  on  the  outside,  contrary 
to  1  and  2  William  IV.,  cap.  52,  sec.  108.  Mr.  Lynch, 
barrister,  who  prosecuted,  explained  that  on  May  21  the 
defendants  sent  to  the  docks  a  case  marked  "Hardware  "  for 
shipment  on  the  steamship  Beatrice  for  conveyance  to 
Bahera,  Africa.  The  case  was  placed  in  a  warehouse,  and 
the  next  day  a  leakage  was  noticed.  On  the  officials  opening 
the  case  it  was  found  to  contain  jars  of  methylated  spirit 
and  chalk.    Some  of  the  jars  had  been  broken. 

On  behalf  of  the  defendants  Mr.  Deakin  said,  as  lie  had 
previously  intimated  to  the  dock  company,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  dispute  the  facts,  but  explained  that  the  spirit 
was  "  methylated  finish  "  which  had  been  ordered  by  Messrs. 
Wilson  &  Co.,  to  be  sent  to  the  docks.  Through  the  fault  o£ 
a  clerk  the  case  had  been  described  as  "  hardware,"  but 
within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  it  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Cameron, 
the  manager,  that  the  permit  had  not  been  sent.  They 
telephoned  to  Messrs.  Wilson,  asking  whether  the  latter  had 
told  tbc  freight-agents  the  nature  of  the  contents  of  the 
case.  There  was  a  little  delay,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
dock  company  discovered  what  the  case  contained.  It  was 
a  pure  oversight. 

Mr.  Mead  said  he  did  not  propose  to  deal  with  the  case 
on  serious  grounds,  but  as  the  defendants  had  conducted 
their  business  in  a  loose  way  they  would  be  fined  20/.,  and 
ZL  Zs.  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

The  Surveyor's  Claim. 

Mr.  C.  J.  HEAD,  F.I.C.,  analytical  chemist,  Bedford  Road, 
Clapham,  some  time  ago  instructed  an  architect  (Mr. 
Grierson)  to  draw  plans  for  a  new  laboratory  at  Wurtcmberg 
Road,  Clapham,  which  were  duly  provided,  as  well  as 
estimates,  the  latter  being  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Crocker,  a 
quantity  surveyor.  Mr.  Head  found  that  the  estimates 
exceeded  his  expectations,  and  decided  not  to  go  on  with 
the  work.  He  paid  the  architect,  and  when  Mr.  Crocker 
sent  in  a  bill  for  24/.  15.s.  6d.  he  declined  to  pay  it,  because 
he  had  not  employed  Mr.  Crocker.  The  matter  came  into  the 
Lord  Mayor's  Court  on  June  14,  and  after  hearing  evidence 
the  jury  gave  Mr.-  Crocker  the  verdict  for  the  full  amount 
cliimed. 

Tin-:  Ordlk  Varied 

At  Marylebone  County  Court  on  June  18,  Mr.  Edward 
Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  85a  Ladbroke  Grove,  Notting 
Hill,  W.,  applied  for  the  variation  of  an  order  which  had 
been  obtained  against  him  by  Messrs.  J.  Richardson  &  Co. 
(Limited),  wholesale  druggists,  Leicester.  The  account  was 
for  drugs  supplied  to  order,  the  amount  of  the  debt  being 


30'.  In  answer  to  the  solicitor  appearing  for  Mes!s. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  rent  of  his  busicji- 
premises  was  60/.  a  year,  and  he  estimated  his  average  prus 
at  6  per  cent.  The  applicant  then  handed  in  a  wri  jn 
tatement  as  to  his  financial  position.  Since  1898  there  d 
been  a  considerable  falling-off  in  his  business  owing  to  ie 
emoval  or  death  of  several  customers.  He  had  no  wif  r 
family  to  support.  The  most  that  he  could  offer  was  !|a 
month. 

Judge  Stonor  reduced  the  order  from  2/.  to  1/.  a  nlontl 

The  Month's  Notice. 

At  Blackpool  County  Court  on  June  13,  James  Jos  a 
Frederick  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist,  sued  Mr.  A  ]. 
Hindle,  chemist,  Accrington,  for  6/.  wages  in  lieu  c|a 
month's  notice.  Plaintiff  stated  that  defendant  enga  3 
lim  at  a  weekly  wage  of  30s.,  with  a  month's  notices 
either  side  to  terminate  the  engagement.  Owing  to  a  dt  i 
in  his  family  and  witness's  illness  he  left  his  employment  r 
a  couple  of  days  without  informing  his  employer,  and  on  <s 
return  he  was  not  allowed  to  resume  work,  defendant  ha^  * 
engaged  another  assistant.  Judge  Coventry  found  for  e 
plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed. 

Liability  for  a  Deceased  Brother. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  June  15,  an  action  s 
brought  by  Mr.  Charles  Salmon,  surgical-instrument  ma 
32  Hornsey  Road,  Hollo  way,  to  recover  the  sum  of  22/.  lis  '■ 
for  goods  supplied  to  Messrs.  Frederick  Walters  &  Co. 
Finsbury  Pavement,  E.C.  The  plaintiff  had  been  supplj 
surgical  instruments  to  the  defendant  firm  for  some  ye 
Until  May  of  last  year  the  defendant's  business  was  ow 
by  Mr.  Benjamin  Howard  Walters,  who  then  died, 
brother,  Mr.  S.  Liddon  Walters,  took  charge  of  it  and  car 
it  on.  The  plaintiff  was  asked  to  continue  to  work  for  tb 
which  he  consented  to  do  on  condition  that  his  aocc 
owing  from  the  deceased  brother  was  paid.  At  that  t 
10/.  was  handed  to  him  by  the  defendant,  Mr.  S.  Lid 
Walters,  who,  in  the  firm-name,  was  now  sued  for 
balance.  It  was  said  for  the  defendant  that  he  had  n< 
made  himself  personally  liable  for  the  debt.  The  10/.  pai 
the  plaintiff  was  in  respect  of  goods  ordered  by 
(defendant)  since  his  brother's  death.  The  jury  foun 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  which  the  Deputy  Judge  i 
he  quite  concurred.  The  defendant  expressed  his  inten 
of  appealing. 

Action  against  a  Traveller. 
In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  Judge  L 
ley  Smith,  Q.C.,  had  before  him  the  case  of  the  Rosb 
Springs  v.  Davy,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  applied  for 
committal  of  "  the  defendant,  a  traveller  formerly 
their  employ,  for  non-payment  of  a  judgment  debt  in  res 
of  money  collected  by  him  from  customers.  The  defenc 
did  not  deny  having  collected  the  money,  but  said  he  wai 
to  set  it  off  against  commission  which  was  due  to  him  f 
the  firm.  An  order  was  made  for  instalments  at  the  rat 
ZL  a  month. 


Claim  for  Analytical  Work. 
In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  June  20,  Judge  Lut  v 
Smith,  Q.C.,  tried  the  case  oE  Hylton  v.  King,  in  wl  i 
the  plaintiff,  who  described  himself  as  an  analytical  cher  t, 
sued  the  defendant  to  recover  the  sum  of  15/.  5s.  in  res  : 
of  professional  work  done  to  his  instructions  in  connec  n 
with  a  patent  in  which  he  was  interested  The  defew 
did  not  deny  that  the  work  was  done,  but  said  the  cba  f> 
were  excessive.    Judgment  was  given  for  12/.  and  costs.  , 

Chemist  Committed. 
I\  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  June  19,  Judge  Lui  y 
Smith,  Q.C.,  had  the  case  of  Wilson  v.  Ball  before  him.  n. 
was  an  application  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  committal  ot  e 
plaintiff  (a  chemist)  for  non-payment  of  a  judgment  dec 
respect  of  printing-work  done.    The  defendant  appea  i, 
and  said  at  one  time  he  carried  on  business  as  a  cnemi:  i 
Brixton,  but  he  sold  it  in  order  to  pay  his  debt,  ana 
now   nothing    left.     Plaintiff's    representative  said 
del eidant  was  frequently  to  be  seen  riding  in  cabs  in 
West-end,  and  frequenting  the  best  hotels.  Defendant 
that  was  paid  for  by  his  friends,  who  were  very  good  to  _ 
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His  Honour  said  perhaps  they  would  be  good  enough  to  pay 
plaintiff's  claim,  and  as  it  was  a  trade-debt  there  would  be  an 
order  for  payment  in  a  month,  subject  to  committal  for  twelve 
days  in  default. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

What  is  "Syrup  "  1 

Last  week  Mr.  Justice  Eidley  and  a  jury  heard  a  case  in 
which  Mr.  Stevens,  a  Bedford  grocer,  sued  Curtees,  Whitworth 
&  Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  of  Eastcheap,  for  damages  in  respect 
to  syrup  sold  by  them.  Plaintiff  had  been  a  customer  of  the 
lirni  for  twelve  years,  and  had  bought  his  syrup  from  them, 
understanding  it  to  be  cane-sugar  syrup.  He  obtained  a 
cask  last  year;  it  was  invoiced  "syrup,"  and  he  sold  it  to 
smaller  grocers  as  "  guaranteed  golden  syrup"  ;  they  sold  it, 
and  five  of  them  were  fined  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  because  it  was  glucose  syrup.  Plaintiff  had  to 
pay  their  expenses,  and  he  now  sued  defendants.  Mr. 
Bonsey  stated  his  case  to  the  Court,  and  amongst  his 
witnesses  was  Dr.  Thomas  Stevenson.  After  both  sides  bad 
been  heard,  the  Judge  put  the  matter  to  the  jury  and  left  it 
to  them  to  say  whether,  when  a  trader  ordered  a  cask  of 
syrup,  he  got  what  he  was  entitled  to  when  a  substance 
95  per  cent,  of  which  was  glucose  was  sent.  If  the  defend- 
ants had  satisfied  the  jury  that  glucose  was  recognised  in  the 
trade  as  syrup,  they  would  be  entitled  to  a  verdict.  The  jury, 
after  about  an  hour's  deliberation,  returned  with  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  for  3W.  lis.  Hd.  damages,  and  they  expressed 
an  opinion  that  the  article  sold  should  have  been  fully 
described  by  the  wholesale  vendors.  Judgment  accordingly, 
with  costs. 

Magnesia. 

At  Belper  Police  Court  on  June  14,  Eugene  Walters,  of 
Crich,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  selling  magnesia  not  of 
the  nature,  substance,  and  quality  demanded. 

Milk  of  Sulphur. 
John  Henry  Lusby,  drug-dealer,  Matlock  Bath,  was  sum- 
moned on  June  13  for  selling  milk  of  sulphur  not  of  the 
nature  and  quality  demanded,  and  was  ordered  to  pay  costs 
amounting  to  31.  Is.  6d.,  which,  it  was  stated,  would  be 
refunded  by  the  wholesale  dealer  who  supplied  the  druo-  to 
the  defendant. 

Baking-powder. 
John  J.  Burton,  grocer,  Blaby,  was  ordered  to  pay  24s.  6d. 
costs  at  Leicester  on  June  9  for  selling  bakino-powder 
|  certified  to  contain  35  per  cent,  of  alum. 

At  Salisbury  on  June  12,  Arthur  Ings,  of  Porton,  was  fined 
10s.  and  8s.  costs  for  selling  baking-powder  which  contained 
<M  per  cent,  of  alum.  Messrs.  Hardy  &  Son,  of  Salisbury 
who  supplied  the  powder,  stated  that  it  was  obtained  from 
a  London  firm. 

At  Chertsey  on  June  13,  Fredk.  Luck,  of  Weybridge  was 
summoned  for  selling  baking-powder  containing  15  per  cent, 
ot  alum  A.  representative  of  the  manufacturers  (Messrs. 
Jiayward  Brothers,  London)  disputed  the  analysis,  and  put 
m  a  certificate  testifying  to  the  purity  of  the  article.  Lord 
Lsnei  asked  why  a  written  warranty  was  not  given  with 
tne  powder,  and  the  reply  was  that  it  would  have  been 
given  willmgly  had  it  been  asked  for.    The  Bench  imposed 

appeal  ^  C°Sfe?'  but  agree<1  t0  state  a  case  for 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  the  Blackwood  Police  Court  on  June  15.  John  V.  Lewis, 
nil  „  'i  s"mmoned  for  selling  adulterated  camphorated 
1™  Ell1  Marshall,  wholesale  dealer,  London,  was  sum- 
ZcrLiT  L!!16  Merchandise-marks  Act,  for  a  mis- 
s  ntpT/w  °T  the  article  witn  inteDt  t0  defraud.  It  was 
CrnPPrjpatue-VIS  bonght  a  quantity  of  the  oil  at  the 
1807  v  u  ,ltl0n  heldafc  the  Agricultural  Hall,  London,  in 
iZl'^ZtiJ'  if1  was  labelled  "Prepared  in  strict  accord- 
Count  v  v  :°  ?ritlsb  ^armacopceia,"  but  analysis  by  the 
•uTdyr  ?St  f°r  Monmouthshire  showed  that  "  it  con- 
ZL' °„  tlVe  m]>  and  was  74  6  Per  cent-  deficient  in 
defPna^  ^°  conviction  was  recorded  against  either  of  the 
uerendantSj  but  Lewis  was  ordered  to  pay  three  guineas 


costs  and  court-fees.  This  was  paid  by  Mr.  Marshall,  who 
had  also  to  pay  five  guineas  costs  and  court-fees. 

Camphorated  Oil  and  Baking-powder. 

At  the  Kingston  County  Bench  on  June  14,  Mrs.  Robinson, 
Surbiton,  was  summoned  for  selling  camphorated  oil 
deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  65  per  cent.,  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  75  per 
cent.,  and  for  selling  baking-powder  adulterated  with  at 
least  18  per  cent,  of  alum.  Six  penny  bottles  of  camphorated 
oil  were  purchased  from  defendant.  Analysis  showed  that 
the  oil  was  deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  65  per 
cent.  The  label  on  the  bottle  (produced)  bore  the  words  : 
"  Campholeum,  formerly  known  to  the  public  as  camphor- 
ated oil.  P.  H.  Galloway,  M.P.S.,  qualified  chemist  by  exam., 
Walworth,  London,  S.E."  In  connection  with  the  division 
of  the  samples  Mr.  Cockburn  (one  of  the  magistrates)  drew 
the  attention  of  the  prosecuting  inspector  (Mr.  Houghton) 
to  the  decision  of  Justices  Darling  and  Bucknill  in  the 
inspectors'  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Bedfordshire 
Magistrates  (C.  cf  JO.,  June  2,  page  942). 

Mr.  Houghton  said  he  had  studied  the  case,  and  gave 
further  evidence  to  the  effect  that  he  took  five  of  the  bottles 
purchased,  divided  the  contents  of  each  into  three  parts, 
putting  the  oil  into  three  separate  sample-bottles.  The 
penny  bottles  were  too  small  for  division  by  themselves. 
When  the  samples  had  been  sealed,  witness  asked  defendant 
for  sixpennyworth  of  camphorated  oil,  and  was  served  with 
some  in  bottles  labelled :  "  Camphoric,  formerly  known  as 
camphorated  oil.  Packed  by  Samuel  Dodman,  London,  S.E. 
Established  1881."  Analysis  showed  that  this  was  deficient 
in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  75  per  cent.  The  terms 
"  Campholeum  "  and  "  Camphoric,"  said  Mr.  Houghton,  had 
been  devised  since  camphorated  oil  was  included  in  the 
official  list  of  drugs.  "  Camphoric  "  was  adulterated  with 
mineral  oil,  and  both  were  heartless  adulterations  at  the 
expense  of  the  poor,  who  chiefly  purchased  fhem,  but  for 
whose  purposes  they  were  useless. 

Proceeding  with  the  third  summons,  Mr.  Houghton  said 
that  he  bought  from  the  defendant  some  baking-powder, 
which  bore  the  label:  "The  Canadian  Baking-powder. 
Manufactured  at  Roucl  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E."  Analysis 
showed  that  this  contained  at  least  18  per  cent,  of  alum.  In 
reply  to  the  Chairman  witness  said  it  was  too  late  to 
prosecute  the  persons  who  supplied  the  articles,  but,  iE  con- 
victed, defendant  could  proceed  against  them. 

Mrs.  Robinson  handed  in  the  invoices  of  the  goods 
referred  to,  at  the  Chairman's  request,  and  the  Magistrates 
inflicted  a  fine  of  Is.  on  each  summons,  with  19s.  costs, 
making  3/.  in  all. 

Sweet  Spirit  op  Nitre. 

Thomas  Roebuck,  general  dealer,  Askern,  was  summoned  at 
Doncaster  on  June  9  for  selling  spirit  of  sweet  nitre 
containing  3  27  per  cent,  excess  of  water.  Defendant 
pleaded  that  he  sold  the  drug  in  exactly  the  same  state  as 
he  received  it  from  the  wholesale  dealer,  and  was  ordered  to 
pay  the  costs. 

Belladonna-plasters. 

At  the  Liverpool  City  Police  Court  on  June  20,  before 
Mr.  W.  J.  Stewart,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  William  Budden 
&  Co.,  trading  as  the  City  Drug-stores,  19  London  Road, 
Liverpool,  were  summoned  under  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  for  having  sold  four  belladonna-plasters  which 
were  not  of  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality  demanded. 

Mr.  Cripps  (assistant  prosecuting  solicitor  for  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Liverpool),  who  prosecuted,  stated  that  an  inspector 
purchased  the  belladonna-plasters  from  the  shop  of  the 
defendant  company  on  May  3,  and  an  analysis  showed  that 
they  were  only  one-tenth  of  the  strength  prescribed  for 
belladonna-plasters  by  the  British  Pharmacopceia.  On  the 
plasters  was  a  label  which  stated  :  "  These  plasters  are  made 
with  the  green  alcoholic  extract  of  belladonna,  which  is  not 
a  B.P.  preparation.  Belladonna-plasters  (B.P.,  1898)  are 
made  with  root  extract,  and  are  reddish-brown  in  colour." 
Mr.  Cripps  added  that  he  did  not  see  that  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  mentioned  on  the  label  had  anything  to  do 
with  it.  If  a  person  bought  a  belladonna-plaster  he  expected 
to  get  one,  and  a  belladonna-plaster  which  contained  only 
one-tenth  part  of  the  belladonna  which  was  to  do  good,  was 
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a  bit  of  a  swindle,  and  they  might  just  as  well  stick  on 
themselves  a  piece  of  brown  paper  and  glue  as  one  of  these 
plasters.  Yet  almost  the  same  price  was  charged  for  them 
as  for  the  genuine  plaster  according  to  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. 

Inspector  Quinton  deposed  to  purchasing  the  four 
plasters,  which  he  divided  after  giving  the  usual  notice  of 
his  intention  to  submit  a  sample  for  analysis.  One  sample 
he  left  with  the  defendants,  one  he  took  to  the  public  analysts, 
and  the  other  he  now  produced.  The  public  analyst, 
reporting  on  the  plaster  submitted  to  them,  stated  :  '-  The 
said  sample  contained  0  05  per  cent,  of  belladonna  alkaloids. 
The  plaster  is  only  one-tenth  of  the  strength  prescribed  for 
belladonna  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia." 

The  manager  for  the  defendant  company  appeared,  and 
said  Mr.  Budden  had  asked  him  to  state  that  the  public 
would  not  have  the  other  plasters. 

The  Stipendiary :  You  are  here  to  represent  Mr.  Budden  > 

Witness  :  Yes. 

The  Stipendiary:  Then  represent  to  him  that  he  is  fined 
5/.  and  costs. 

Seidlitz-powdehs. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  June  18,  a  tradesman  named 
Harris,  of  Lordship  Lane,  was  fined  40.-;.  and  costs  for  sell- 
ing seidlitz-powders  not  of  the  quality  required  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  defendant  said  he  sold  the  powders  as  he 
received  them,  but  the  Magistrate  said  that  did  not  get  him 
out  of  his  liability. 


2)eefcs  of  arrangement. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Be  John  Rees 


21  Cowbridge  Road,  Cardiff,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 


A  meetinc;  of  the  creditors  of  this  debtor  was  held  on  June  13 
at  Cardiff.  The  statement  of  affairs  showed  liabilities  amounting 
to  495/.,  and  assets,  which  consisted  of  stock-in-trade  70/.,  fixtures, 
etc.,  80/.,  and  furniture  100/.,  together  with  an  estimated  surplus 
of  12/.  from  securities  in  the  hands  of  a  fully-secured  creditor,  and 
one  good  debt  of  2s.,  amounting  to  262/.  The  debtor  has  been  in 
business  for  fourteen  years.  When  he  started  he  had  about  200/. 
in  cash,  and  from  time  to  time  has  acquired  leasehold  and  other 
property  from  relatives.  These  properties  have  now  been  sold, 
the  last  being  disposed  of  two  years  ago.  Debtor  states  that 
during  the  last  five  years  his  takings  have  been  considerably 
reduced,  barely  sufficient  being  taken  to  pay  ordinary  expenses. 
Up  to  within  a  short  period  he  was  the  owner  of  21  and  23  Cow- 
bridge  Road,  which  was  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  1,250/.  This 
property  the  debtor  purchased  some  years  back,  and  in  alterations 
and  improvements  spent  a  sum  of  300/.,  and  he  attributes  a  loss 
on  the  sale  of  this  property  by  the  mortgagees  of  300/.  He  has 
kept  no  books  of  account  showing  his  trading  or  financial  position. 
He  attributes  his  failure  to  bad  trade.  No  resolutions  were 
passed,  and  the  estate  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Official 
Receiver. 


Be  William  Sykes,  119  Cleveland  Street,  Hull,  York,  late  New 
Bridge  Mills,  Meltham,  near  Huddersfield,  York,  in  partner- 
ship with  Wm.  Burnside  Macphail,  under  the  style  of 
William  Sykes  &  Son,  Soap  and  Chemical  Manufacturer. 

This  debtor  underwent  public  examination  at  Huddersfield  on 
June  13,  in  the  course  of  which  it  transpired  that  a  deed  of 
partnership  between  the  debtor  and  Macphail  had  been  drawn  up, 
but  never  signed.  Between  July  and  December  last  year,  how- 
ever, Macphail  put  into  the  business  303/.,  and  had  drawn  the 
same  amount  of  wages  as  the  debtor,  who  kept  the  books  of  the 
firm  after  business  hours.  An  adjournment  was  asked  for  in 
order  that  counsel's  opinion  might  be  obtained  upon  a  question 
in  dispute  with  the  debtor's  landlord,  and  as  to  the  position  of 
Macphail.  This  was  opposed,  and  the  Registrar  allowed  the 
debtor  to  pass  his  examination,  stating  that  he  could  be  called 
upon  to  give  further  information  if  necessary. 


The  soap-trade  of  the  Canary  Islands  is  almost  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  British  manufacturers,  the  shipments  from 
Germany  and  France  being  comparatively  insignificant  and 
confined  chiefly  to  toilet-soaps. 

Drugs  of  British  manufacture  were  principally  in  demand 
in  the  Canary  Islands  last  year.  Germany,  France,  and 
Belgium  divided  about  a  third  of  the  trade,  which  showed  a 
considerable  improvement  over  that  of  1898. 


Curtis,  George,  441  Chiswick  High  Road,  Chiswick,  chemist 
and  druggist.  Dated  June  8 ;  filed  June  16.  Liabilities 
unsecured,  1,141/.  8s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  1,180/.  (By 
order  on  terms.)  Letter  of  Licence  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
months  from  date  hereof,  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  liquida- 
tion of  debts.  All  moneys  to  be  paid  into  a  bank  to  the  joint 
account  of  David  Frederick  Smith  and  others  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  general  body  of  creditors.  The  following  are 
scheduled  as  creditors  :  — 


Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited1,  London    ...  11 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London   65 

Brentford  Publishing  Company,  Brent- 
ford   

Bristow  &  Co.,  London 

Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yates  &  Hicks,  Lon 

Gibbs,  D.  &  W.,  London  

Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  London   

Houghton,  G.,  &  Son,  London   

Ingram  &  Royle,  London  

Lockyer,  J.  E.,  London   

London  and  Westminster  Loan  and 
Discount  Company,  London 

Lynch  &  Co.,  London   

Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  London  ... 

Meggeson  &  Co.,  London  ... 

Nitsche  &  Giinther,  London 

Paget  Prize  Plate  Company,  Watford 

Raphael  &  Co.,  London   

Sanger,  J..  &  Sons,  London 

Seagrave  Brothers,  London 

Southall  Brothers,  Birmingham  ... 

Suttons,  London   

Townsend  &  Sons,  Exeter  

Viking  Food  and  Essence,  London 

Wright,  Layman  &  Umney 


10 
24 
don  45 
14 
14 
16 
12 
18 


280 
22 
27 
34 
26 
21 
29 
84 
10 
22 
29 
17 
16 
14 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


Harbottle,  Bernard,  139  and  141  Elswick  Road,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  Robert  N.  Bcw- 
mau,  63  Grove  Street,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  accountant. 
Dated  June  9  ;  filed  June  12.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
446/.  2s.  lid.  Estimated  net  assets,  350/.  The  following 
are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s. 


(1. 

15  0  0 
88  0  0 
307  0  0 


Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool  ... 
Isrnay,  J.,  &  Sons,  Newcastle 
Thompson,  Mary,  Newcastle 
Maw,  John  Henry  Cornelius,  137  Regent  Road,  Salford, 
L.R.C.P.I.    Dated  June  13 ;  filed  June  14.   Liabilities  un- 
secured, 185/.  12s.  Id.    Estimated  net  assets,  20/.   Composi- . 
tion  of  5s.  in  the  pound,  payable  within  fourteen  days  from 
date  hereof.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  oreditors  :— 

£    s.  d. 

Holmes,  C,  Mossley    137  0  0 

Ramsbottom,  T.,  Middleton    11  0  U 

Pape,  Tom,  Bridge  Street,  Helmsley,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Trustee,  Benjamin  Frank,  Helmsley,  gentleman.  Uated 
June  15;  filed  June  18.  Liabilities  unsecured,  4<!bt.  os, , 
Estimated  net  assets,  350/.  The  following  are  scheduled  as 
creditors  : — ■ 

...  14 


Empson,  W.,  &  Co.,  York  .. 
Sanderson,  F.,  Richmond... 
Sharp  &  Co.,  Sleaford 
Bankers'  claims 


15 
15 
303 


(5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Best,  H.,  and  Hock,  C.  H.,  under  the  style  of  LA.  Best  I 

Son,  Birmingham,  surgical  mechinists. 
Barwent,  R.  H.,  and  Butt,  A.  C,  under  ttastylesc 

Darwent  &  Dutt  and  Dutt  &  Darwent,  Hull,  physicians  an 

surgeons  • 

Miles,  E.,  and  Constant,  P.  C,  under  the  style  of  Miles  i 
Constant,  Queen  Street,  Cheapside,  E.C.,  dentists. 


Messes.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  of  Southwark  Street  S. 
have  been  showing  a  varied  selection  of  druggists  sun 
and  perfumery  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  Manchester,  this  wee*. , 
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mew  Companies  &  Company  IRem 

J.  H.  Mills  (Limited). — Capital  30,000/.,  in  1  /.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Bristol  by  J.  H.  Mills,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  grocers,  chemists,  ironmongers,  &c. 
Registered  office,  4  Clarence  Road,  Bristol. 

Atlas  Chemical  Company  (Limited).— Registered  in  Edinburgh. 
,  Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.    Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  chemical-manufacturers,  distillers,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers 
in  Portland  and  other  cement,  &c.    Registered  office,  128  Hope 
Street,  Glasgow. 

M AN (jANO- electric  Process  (Limited). — Capital  50,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  certain  patents  relating  to  the 
depuration  and  decoloration  of  sugar  by  mangano- electric  treat- 
ment, and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  electrical  and  general 
engineers,  electricians,  chemical-manufacturers,  &c. 

H.  B.  Pare  (Limited).— Capital  15,000/.,  in  1/.  shares  (7,500 
preferred).  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at 
Bolton  and  elsewhere  in  Lancashire  as  H.  B.  Pare,  to  adopt  an 

:  agreement  with  J.  W.  Pare,  Mary  E.  Pare,  Eleanor  B.  Pare,  and 
W.  Pare,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 

j  gaiters,  mineral- water  manufacturers,  &o.  The  first  subscribers 
are  :— W.  Pare,  233  Folds  Road,  Bolton,  wholesale  druggist ;  H. 
Haywood,  4  Wy  read  ale  Road,  Bolton,  builder;  J.  W.  Pare.  139 
Finchley  Road,  N.W.,  M.D. ;  C.  O.  Wain,  8  Church  Street,  Has- 

;lingden,  chemist;  Mrs.  H.  Pare,  238  Folds  Road,  Bolton;  W. 
Fish,  662  Tonge  Moor  Road,  Bolton,  wholesale  druggist  ;  and  Miss 
N.  Pare,  238  Folds  Road,  Bolton.  The  first  directors  are  :  William 
Pare,  Charles  O.  Wain,  and  Henry  Haywood.  Remuneration  of 
William  Pare  (managing  director),  200/.  per  annum. 


Parke's  Drug  Stores  (Limited). — The  directors  have 
declared  an  interim  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the 
sis  months  ended  March  31  last,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent, 
i  per  annum. 

!  South  all  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited).  —  The 
directors  have  given  instructions  for  the  dividend  warrants, 
in  respect  of  the  5-per-cent.  preference  shares,  for  the  six 
months  ending  June  30  to  be  posted  on  that  date. 

Sharp  Brothers'  Soap  and  Perfumery  Company 
(Limited). — On  June  13  a  petition  presented  by  J.  &  P. 
Cowan  for  the  winding-up  of  this  company  was  in  the  list 
for  hearing  before  Mr.  Justice  Wright,  and  on  being  called 
on  it  was  stated  that  an  arrangement  had  been  come  to  that 
ithe  petition  should  stand  over  until  next  petition-day.  In 
reply  to  his  Lordship  as  to  the  reason  for  adjournment, 
counsel  stated  that  negotiations  were  proceeding  between 
bae  of  the  largest  shareholders  and  the  creditors  for  the 
'guarantee  of  a  certain  amount  in  the  pound  to  all  the 
creditors.    His  Lordship  ordered  the  petition  to  stand  over. 

I  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.  (Limited). —The  fifteenth  annual 
neeting  of  this  company  was  held  at  the  Hong-Kong  Dis- 
pensary on  May  14.  The  report  states  that  the  net  profits 
[or  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31  were  $117,294, 
Tom  which  there  has  been  written  off  for  depreciation  of 
'urniture,  &c,  #15,530,  leaving  an  available  balance  of 
101,764.  An  interim  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  was  paid  in 
November  last,  absorbing  #30,000,  and  the  directors  now 
>ropose  to  pay  a  further  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  (making 
U  per  cent,  for  the  year,  which  will  absorb  #36,000).  It  is 
also  proposed  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  permanent 
■eserve  fund  #25,000,  and  to  carry  forward  to  1900  account 
f  10,764.  The  report  was  adopted.  It  was  intimated  at  the 
neeting  that  if  the  business  continued  to  extend,  as  it  had 
lone  in  the  past,  it  might  be  necessary  in  the  future  to 
isk  shareholders  to  subscribe  fresh  capital.  The  company 
las  established  at  West  Point  an  additional  well-equipped 
ifirated-water  factory. 

(  The  Scott-Vogt  Chemical  Company.— In  the  Court  of 
iession,  Edinburgh,  on  June  20,  a  petition  was  presented  on 
lehalfofW.  B.  Galbraith,  C.A.,  Glasgow,  liquidator  of  the 
icott-Vogt  Chemical  Company,  for  approval  of  certain 
leliverances.  The  company  went  into  voluntary  liquidation 
p  November  last,  and  claims  were  lodged  on  behalf  of  Thos. 
'ltkethly,  Glasgow  ;  O.  C.  Townsend,  chemical-manufacturer, 
dasgow;  Thos.  Henderson,  Glasgow;  and  John  Laing, 
hemist,  Hazel  Bank,  Chryston,  founded  on  two  agreements 
etween  Andrew  Ross  Scott  and  John  Laing  as  trustees  for 


the  Scott-Vogt  Company.  The  agreements  referred  to  the 
amounts  to  be  paid  in  cash  or  shares  for  the  patents  of  the 
company.  The  liquidator  issued  deliverances  on  these  claims. 
In  the  case  of  the  first  three  he  held  that  a  condition  as  to 
the  completion  and  successful  working  of  the  first  installa- 
tion had  not  been  purified,  and  that  there  had  been  no 
further  issue  of  capital.  Therefore  he  rejected  these  claims. 
He  also  rejected  Laing's  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  con- 
dition had  not  been  purified.  Pitkethly,  Townsend,  and 
Henderson  have  called  upon  the  liquidator  to  concur  in  a 
rtference  to  an  arbiter,  or  to  have  the  questions  at  issue 
determined  under  section  138  of  the  Companies  Act,  1862. 
He  has  therefore  presented  the  petition  under  the  Act.  Their 
Lordships  ordered  intimation  and  service. 


Mestminster  Wtefcom. 


The  Companies  Bill. 

Mr.  Balfour  had  a  question  put  to  him  regarding  this 
measure  as  soon  as  the  House  reassembled  on  June  14,  but 
he  refused  to  say  when  the  second  reading  would  be  taken. 
It  is  now  down  for  Monday,  June  25. 

The  Vivisection  Reports. 

Hitherto  the  annual  report  under  the  Vivisection  Acts 
has  been  rather  tardy  in  publication,  and  Mr.  Ellis,  the 
member  for  the  Rushcliffe  division  of  Nottingham,  com- 
plained about  this  on  Friday,  June  15,  saying  there  was  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  presented  before  Easter,  and 
adding  that  many  years  had  elapsed  since  the  House 
discussed  the  administration  of  these  Acts,  and  a  further 
discussion  was  necessary.  Mr.  Collings  replied  that  he  had 
given  instructions  to  forward  the  preparation  of  the  return. 
The  return  was  ready  for  the  printer,  and  would  be  issued 
in  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Hospitals'  Rates  Committee. 

The  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Hospitals  (Exemption  from  Rates)  commenced  their  inquiry 
on  June  19,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  M.P.,  presiding,  at  which 
Mr.  A.  D.  Adrian,  legal  adviser  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  made  a  statement  concerning  the  present  law  on  the 
subject,  giving  a  summary  of  the  attempts  made  from  time 
to  time  to  bring  about  its  amendment.  The  exemptions  from 
rating  included  Crown  property,  parks,  some  barracks,  post- 
offices,  county  buildings,  churches  and  chapels,  buildings  of 
literary,  scientific,  and  artistic  societies,  reformatory  schools, 
voluntary  schools,  Volunteer  stores,  lighthouses,  &c,  and 
Sunday  and  ragged  schools,  at  the  option  of  the  rating 
authority.  The  London  Hospital  was  exempt  from  rates  by 
a  local  Act. 

Acetylene  as  an  Explosive. 

Under  the  Explosives  Act,  1875,  an  Order  in  Council, 
dated  May  15,  1900,  declaring  that  acetylene  in  admixture 
with  air  or  oxygen  gas  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  explosive 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Explosives  Act,  1875,  was  placed 
before  the  House  of  Lords  this  week.  The  following  are  the 
essential  particulars  of  the  Order  : — 

Acetylene  when  in  admixture  with  atmospheric  air  or  with 
oxygen  gas,  in  whatever  proportion,  and  at  whatever  pressure, 
and  whether  or  not  in  admixture  with  other  substances,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  an  explosive  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  Act.  Her 
Majesty  orders  and  prescribes  that  acetylene  in  admixture  with 
air  or  oxygen  shall  be  prohibited  from  being  manufactured,  im- 
ported, kept,  conveyed,  or  sold.  Provided  that  nothing  in  this 
order  shall  apply  to  acetylene  in  admixture  with  air  when  such 
admixture  takes  place  only  in  a  burner  or  contrivance  in  which 
the  admixture  is  intended  to  be  burnt,  or  to  a  mixture  of 
acetylene  and  air  which  may  unavoidably  occur  in  the  first  use  or 
recharging  of  an  apparatus,  properly  designed  and  constructed 
with  a  view  to  the  production  of  pure  acetylene. 


The  total  exportation  of  condensed  milk  from  Switzerland 
slightly  increased  during  1899,  Great  Britain  and  the  British 
colonies,  as  usual,  being  the  largest  customers,  though  their 
demand  shows  a  slight  falling-off  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.    The  value  of  the  exports  was  524,000/. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  arc  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


B  P.  Tinctures. 

SIR, — Under  the  above  title  there  were  published  in  your 
issue  of  June  9  (page  959)  some  laboratory  notes,  in  which 
Mr.  J.  C.  McWalter  referred  to  a  schedule  given  in  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  of  sp.  grs.  of  tinctures 
as  noted  by  me. 

So  that  the  observations  of  Messrs.  Barclay,  Lucas,  Pear- 
nmin,  and  Moor,  and  others  may  be  placed  in  contrast  with 
the  sp.  grs.  as  noted  by  me,  I  append  a  table  showing  these, 
as  well  as  the  figures  of  Mr.  McWalter. 

It  does  not  appear  quite  clear  to  to  me  whether  the  tinc- 
tures referred  to  in  Mr.  Mc Walter's  paper  were  actually  made 
by  him  or  his  assistants,  or  whether  they  were  tinctures 
purchased  by  him  from  pharmacists  in  Dublin. 

It  would  appear  that  the  workers  I  have  named  corroborate 
almost  entirely  the  sp.  grs.  of  tinctures  I  published;  and  it 
does  seem,  therefore,  desirable  that  Mr.  McWalter  should 
have  further  experiments  made, so  that  the  differences  in  the 
sp.  grs.  as  noted  by  him  may  be  revised  or  confirmed. 


Tincture       McWalter  Umney 


Tr.  aloes 

Tr.  camph.  co. 

Tr.  cinnamomi 
Tr.  cioci 

Tr.  cubebte  ... 

Tr.  kino 

Tr.  lobelia;) 

tether  J 
Tr.  lupuli  ... 
Tr.  quassiie  ... 
Tr.  tolutan  ... 


0953 

0927 

0-939 
0-940 

0-  861 

1-  022 

0-846 

0-961 
0-927 
0-878 


0-975 

0-915 

0-899 
0925 

0-846 

0-998 

0-816 

0-931 
0-942 
0-866 


Barclay  i  Lucas 


0-970 

0920 

0-904 
0-927 

0-840 

0  995 

0-816 

0-938 
0-946 
0-860 


0-975 
\  0-919 
i  0-916 

0-900 

(  0-845 
I  0-846 
0-998 

0-816 

0-931 
0  941 
0-867 


Pearmain 
and  Moor 


0-980 
0-917 
0  903 

0-847 

0-999 
0-818 
0-815 
0934 
0947 
0-867 


Southwark,  S.E. 


John  C.  Umney. 


Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  article  on 
tinctures,  in  your  issue  of  June  9,  by  Dr.  McWalter,  despite 
the  truly  Hibernian  recklessness  of  some  of  the  statements, 
and  the  appalling  differences  between  some  of  the  specific 
gravities  given  and  those  which  have  been  previously  pub- 
lished. With  regard  to  the  figures  in  the  fourth  edition  of 
my  "15.  P.  Synopsis,"  these  were  given  tome  by  Mr.  C.G.Moor, 
and  were  based  on  the  examination  of  a  number  of  samples. 
Both  Mr.  Moor  and  myself  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any- 
one who  may  have  taken  the  Lancet's  hint,  and  verified  or 
disproved  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  subsequent  work  has 
shown  them  to  be  substantially  correct.  I  append  a  few 
figures  recently  obtained  in  the  course  of  routine  laboratory- 
work  by  my  firm,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  they  approxi- 
mate much  more  nearly  to  those  I  have  previously  published 
than  to  those  obtained  by  Dr.  McWalter  : — 


"B.P. 
Synopsis  " 

McWalter 

Gadd 
(recent 
results) 

Tr.  aniicrc   

0-894 

0-885 

0-892 

„  camph.  co.... 

0-918 

0-927 

0-915 

„  lavand.  co.... 

0-838 

0-841 

0-836 

,,  lupuli 

0-933 

0-961 

0-932 

,,  quassitn 

0  946 

0-927 

0946 

Exeter,  June  19. 


I  am  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 


H.  Wippell  Gaud. 


Sir, — My  apologies  to  Mr.  Fletcher.  I  had  no  idea  lie 
considered  it  necessary  that  Lis  hydrometric  results  should 
in  every  case  be  carefully  checked  by  the  balance ;  but 
where  this  is  done  I  have  no  doubt  the  result  will  be  quite 
trustworthy. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  a  tincture  of  quassia  could  be  of 
greater  alcoholic  strength  than  the  spirit  used  to  prepare  it. 
A  wood  such  as  quassia  tends  to  absorb  water  rather  than 
alcohol,  and  does  this  the  more  readily  when  the  spirit  is 
weak.  It  is  generally  stated  by  distillers,  I  understand, 
that  spirit  stood  in  new  wooden  casks  becomes  of  greater 
alcoholic  strength. 

Finally,  I  have  no  intention  of  posing  as  such  an  authority 
on  tinctures  as  Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Umney,  or  many  another 
pharmacist.  But,  if  standards  are  to  be  fixed  for  tincture?, 
let  them  be  such  as  may  be  attained  by  the  ordinary  chemist, 
v  ho  has  no  special  skill,  special  experience,  or  special  plant. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Dublin,  June  16.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

False  Teaching. 

Sir,— A  gentleman  has  for  some  time  been  writing  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  over  the  signature  of  "  An  Ordinary' 
Pharmacist."    I  would  be  the  very  last  man  to  use  language 
of  discourtesy  towards  anyone  who  is  making  an  effort  to 
help  on  the  good  cause  which  we  all  have  at  heart;  but  if 
this  has  been  the  aim  of  "  Ordinary  Pharmacist,"  he  has 
surely  been  most  unsuccessful.    Sometimes  he  has  used  the 
page  placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
those  whom  he  imagined  to  be  opposed  to  the  Journal  oi 
Council,  sometimes  he  has  used  it  for  the  laboured  adulation 
of  these  institutions,  and  sometimes  he  has  used  it  for  the 
purpose  of  disburdening  his  mind  of  general  pharmaceutica' 
advice.    It  is  when  he  poses  as  an  adviser  that  he  is  most 
objectionable.    As  he  does  not  disclose  his  identity^  hf 
cannot  complain  if  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  he  is  £ 
chemist  in  business ;  and  as  he  is  evidently  inspired  by  a 
strong  spirit  of  partisanship,  and  does  not  appear  to  havej| 
a  very  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  ditticulties  of  ; 
chemist  in  business,  I  consider  a  doubt  justifiable.  This 
much  I  think  it  necessary  to  say  in  order  that  his  advici 
may  be  taken  at  its  probable  value.    In  last  week's  Journa 
he  speaks  of  chemists  as  if  he  thinks  they  engage  appren;, 
tices  and  underpay  assistants  in  order  that  they  themselve: 
may  become  bloated  millionaires.    He  has  a  great  deal  t< 
say  about  the  "cash-box  and  till"  and  the  "  main  chance, 
all  of  which   shows  a  lack  of  sympathy  with  ordinar 
chemists  and  a  desire  to  stir  up  ill-feeling  between  chemist;, 
and  assistants,  which  cannot  be  condemned  in  language  td  j 
severe.    No  statements  could  be  more  unjust  or  more  un 
sympathetic  to  chemists,  or  better  prove  "  Ordinary  Thar 
macist's  "  utter  ignorance  of  the  whole  case  and  his  inabilit 
to  give  advice  in  regard  to  it.    I  sympathise  profound! 
with  assistants  in  their  difficulties.    I  quite  recognise  tha ; 
the  examinations  are  out  of  all  proportion  too  severe  wnei, 
the  salaries  to  be  obtained  in  pharmacy  are  taken  mt 
account.    But  who  are  to  blame  for  the  gradual  increase  i 
the  stringency  of  the  examinations,  the  gradual  increase  l 
the  expense  of  qualifying,  and  the  gradual  decrease  c 
money  made  in  the  drug-business  by  either  assi-tants  < 
masters  1    Most  certainly  not  the  masters.    There  is  bardJ 
a  chemist  in  business  at  the  present  time  who  is  makir 
money  worth  mentioning,  and  if  any  man  doubts  this  It 
him  look  at  the  wills  of  deceased  chemists.    Nothing  cou 
better  indicate  the  state  of  the  drug-trade  or  make  moi 
pathetic  reading  than  these   wills.    Whilst  grocers  an 
drapers   can   leave   estates  which  run  into  hundreds  ( 
thousands,  a  chemist  hardly  ever  leaves  more  than  ale 
beggarly  hundreds,  and  yet  "Ordinary  Pharmacist  dan 
to  speak  of  him  as  a  selfish  man,  grinding  cheap  labour  o\ 
of  assistants  and  apprentices.    I  do  hope  assistants  wiH  si 
the  injustice  of  this,  and  I  also  hope  masters  and  assistan 
will  sympathise  with  each  other,  and  work  shoulder  i 
shoulder  in  an  effort  to  bring  about  a  state  of  matters  .< 
which  the  positions  of  both  shall  be  bettered.    lateen  as 
whole  chemists  are  neither  selfish,  sordid,  or  mean. 

On  this  extraordinary  page  "  Ordinary  Pharmacist  iai ; 
on  proceeds  to  tell  us  that  the  sale  of  certain  poisons 
confined  to  us  by  accident,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intensi 
of  those  who  framed  the  Pharmacy  Act,  nor  is  it  in  s 
public  interest,  that  the  sale  of  these  should  be  connnea 
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us,  That  we  should  wish  this  state  of  matters  to  continue 
13  picturesquely  called  "justifiable  selfishness,"  and  we  are 
advised  to  sell  our  accidental  right  to  retail  poisons  in  the 
highest  market.  The  price  suggested  is  the  confinement  of 
dispensing; to  us.  I  do  not  know  what  the  framers  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  meant  if  they  did  not  mean  to  confine  the 
entire  retail  traffic  in  scheduled  poisons  to  qualified  men. 
It  is  even  more  difficult  to  understand  "  Ordinary  Phaima- 
cist"  when  he  says  that  it  is  not  in  the  public  interest  that 
the  retail  sale  of  certain  poisons  should  be  confined  to 
chemists,  and  after  all  that  has  been  written  and  said  by 
many  men  regarding  the  pharmacist  and  his  functions  it  is 
most  difficult  of  all  to  understand  how  nonsense  of  this  kind 
comes  to  be  published  in  the  pages  of  the  official  journal. 
It  is  most  emphatically  necessary  to  the  public  safety  that 
the  retail  sale  of  all  scheduled  poisons  be  confined  to 
chemists,  and  any  legislation  which  gives  recognition  to 
the  use  of  the  word  "  poison  "  or  the  keeping  of  poisons- 
hooks  by  any  but  qualified  men  will  constitute  official 
murder.  The  people  do  not  respect  the  word  "poison" 
because  it  is  printed  in  red,  nor  the  poison-book  because  it 
can  be  shown  to  the  police;  but  they  respect  both  of  these 
because  they  are  confined  to  the  hands  of  men  who  know 
about  poisons.  Once  let  Dick,  Tom,  and  Harry  begin  to  use 
ihe  word  "poison"  and  to  keep  poison-registers,  and  the 
chemist's  power  to  protect  the  people  is  for  ever  gone.  At 
3resent  the  word  "  poison  "  means  "  hands  off  "  to  the  people, 
lecause  they  know  a  chemist  only  puts  it  on  when  necessary : 
find  when  a  chemist  takes  a  signature  the  people  at  once 
pake  the  matter  seriously.  Bat  men  who  have  bought  a 
icence  to  deal  in  poisons  can  never  command  this  respect, 
<md  they  will  destroy  our  power  to  safeguard  the  people  as 
well.  The  chemist  gives  cautions  and  information  which 
in  ordinary  dealer  never  can  give,  and  which  the  people 
ivould  not  respect  from  a  man  who  knows  as  little  as  they 
:now  themselves.  It  is  sufficiently  serious  that  arsenic,  &c, 
should  b3  carted  about  the  country  in  solution  or  powder, 
;ven  where  the  transaction  is  under  the  supervision  of  a 
[ualified  man  ;  but  that  these  deadly  poisons  should  be  dis- 
ributed  wholesale  amongst  the  people  without  proper  snper- 
ision  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  criminal. 
I  do  not  know  how  "  Ordinary  Pharmacist "  purposes  to 
ixchange  the  sale  of  these  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines, 
it  is  as  if  Brown  went  to  Jones,  and  said,  "  Look  here, 
fones,  I  have  a  mule  which  is  little  use  to  me,  but  Robinson 
las  a  mule  which  would  about  suit  me.    If  you  can  manage 

0  steal  Robinson's  mule,  you  and  I  might  swop."  As 
lobinson's  mule  is  known  to  be  a  kicker,  it  will  at  once  be 
een  that  Jones's  part  of  the  transaction  is  no  sinecure. 

Dumfries,  June  18.  James  Reid. 

"A  "Way  Out." 

Sir,— Since  the  rebuke  from  the  veteran  member  for 
Salisbury,  uttered  some  weeks  ago,  those  who  realise  the 
rorth  of  healthy  criticism  and  the  inestimable  value  of 
utside  influence  as  an  indirect  but  powerful  means  to  an 
nd,  have  been  in  danger  of  an  overdose  of  what  Mr.  Jas. 
teid  calls  "the  soothing  influence  of  a  temporary  calm." 
Jore  than  this,  too  long  a  silence  might  be  regarded  by 
lie  "do-nothing  party"  as  the  surrender  of  ignorance  to 
nactmty.  We  deal  with  real,  not  imaginary,  grievances, 
nd  therefore  do  not  prolong  the  game  of  throwing  stones, 
ti  justice,  however,  to  the  "fault-finding"  party,"  it  can 
ouestly  be  said  that,  so  far,  nothing  has  been  suggested 

1  an  exaggerated  nature,  and  in  view  of  a  tendency  towards 
better  state  of  things  at  the  Council-table  we  may  venture 

11  hope  that  those  who  still  waver  may  reconsider  their 
"*iticm  and  avail  themselves  of  another  chance.  With 
egard  to  the  policy  introduced  by  Mr.  Reid,  those  who  value 
itles,  and  earn  them,  would  scarcely  be  satisfied  with  such 

measure,  which  is,  or  should  be,  in  existence  already, 
''doubtedly  it  was  one  of  the  aims  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
at  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  framers  of  that  Act  never 
h  if?  that  titles  &ll0uld  be  transferable,  nor  that  there 
nould  be  a  "  way  out  "  in  connection  with  titles  not  speci- 

ti  \as  aPP!ied  by  companies,  meaning  the  same  thing 
,  .  ,  Pu°lic-  The  only  admissible  policy  therefore  is  one 
men  will  prevent  a  number  of  persons  from  doing  what  an 
uiividual  dare  not  attempt  either  in  practice  or  name. 

_  I  am,  Sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Penzance,  June  20.  Walter  H.  Keen. 


I?ela7  of  Grder3  through  Postal  Changes. 

Sir, — Some  explanation  is  due  to  the  trade.  Qwing  to. 
the  Post  Office  authorities  changing  the  general  sorting- 
uffice  from  St.  Martin's  le-Grand  to  Mount  Pleasant,  very 
yreat  delay  has  been  caused  to  a  large  number  of  orders 
received  by  us  this  week,  making  a  difference  of  a  full  day 
in  the  delivery  of  goods.  We  are  not  singular  in  thii 
matter:  we  hear  complaints  on  all  sides  from  different 
trades.  Letters  posted  within  five  minuted  walk  of  this 
place  took  twenty-four  hours  to  reach  us  to-day. 

Yours  faithfully, 

London,  E.G.,  .Tune  20.  May,  Roberts  ,^  Co. 

For  the  Defence. 

Sir, — Referring  to  my  sweet-spirit-of-nitre  case  reported 
in  your  last  issue,  I  think  it  only  right  for  mc  to  say  that 
the  Chemists'  Defence  Association  relieved  me  of  a  vast 
amount  of  trouble  and  worry  that  a  tiling  like  this  entails. 
The  masterly  way  in  which  the  Association  handled  the  case 
must  be  patent  to  everyone,  and  I  think  it  behoves  every 
chemist  in  business  throughout  the  country  to  join  this 
association,  and  strengthen  its  hands  so  that  they  in  their 
turn  may  withstand  these  vexatious  summonses  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  &c. 

197  Lower  Clapton  Roacl,  N.E.  SYDNEY  Love. 

Sir, — May  I  be  permitted  to  protest  against  honest  people 
being  fined  for  what  cannot  be  avoided,  as  proved  by  the 
cases  reported  in  your  C.  $>' D.  this  week?  If  the  Medical 
Council  cannot  produce  an  article,  spt.  irther.  nit.,  that  will 
keep  until  sold  by  the  ordinary  retailer,  then,  in  the  name 
of  justice,  let  us  abandon  all  blame  and  penalty  where 
innocence  is  proved — an  article  which,  by  the  way,  is  very 
rarely  used  by  the  medical  profession.  The  way  in  which 
inspectors  go  about  obtaining  samples  is  in  order  to  catch 
honest  people  ;  and  the  way  they  use  those  samples  is  nothing- 
loss  than  a  scandal,  and  is  eminently  calculated  to  bring  our 
Courts  ami  Magistrates  into  disrepute,  if  not  into  contempt. 

'l  ours  truly, 

Tepid.  (111/30.) 

A  Pharmaceutical  Phoenix. 

Sir, — I  noticed  in  last  week's  C.  4'  (Pa8'e  985)  a 
paragraph  in  which  it  is  stated  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
a  gentleman  to  start  a  new  assistants'  society  in  Dublin. 

I  do  not  see  the  reason  of  this  proceeding,  as  there  is 
already  a  society  established,  which,  I  feel  sure,  if  worked 
by  an  energetic  committee,  could  be  put  on  a  business 
footing  with  very  little  difficulty.  I  know  some  new 
members  elected  at  the  first  (and,  I  think,  only)  meeting 
this  session  who  have  not  been  asked  for  their  subscription 
at  all.  Yours  sincerely, 

Dublin,  June  18.  Patrick  Y.  Cosgrave. 

Degrees  in  Pharmacy. 

Sir, — A  degree  in  pharmacy,  like  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
is  not  to  be  won  except  after  some  trouble.  If,  therefore, 
pharmacists  want  it  on  anything  like  their  own  terms,  at 
least  they  must  ask  for  it. 

Now,  I  venture  to  think,  from  the  letters  which  have 
appeared  in  this  paper,  that  there  is  a  general  desire  that  such 
a  degree  should  be  available,  but  that  neither  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Societies  nor  the  Conference  will  take  the  matter  up. 
Hie  danger  is,  then,  that  with  the  conservatism  of  conduct 
which  characterises  the  British  (and  Irish)  pharmacist,  the 
matter  will  lie  dropped,  and  the  favourable  opportunity 
allowed  to  slip  by  merely  for  want  of  an  authoritative 
mouthpieee.  Therefore  I  venture  to  intrude  with  a  sugges- 
tion which  I  think  is  practicable,  and  certainly  would  not 
be  costly. 

Nearly  all  the  best  men  in  pharmacy  in  the  three  king- 
doms will  be  at  the  Conference  next  month.  Now,  if  a  few 
prominent  pharmacists  were  to  summon  a  meeting  for  some 
unoccupied  half-hour  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  a  resolution 
asking  for  the  establishment  of  the  degree  on  practicable 
terms  might  be  adopted,  and  a  petition  prepared  for  presen- 
tation to  the  Senate. 

It  is  conceivable  that  many  members  of  the  Conference 
would  take  sufficient  interest  in  the  matter  to  put  then- 
names  to  the  petition  if  they  were  pestered  into  it.  If 
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would  not  then  be  much  difficulty  to  get  the  petition  before 
the  Senate  of  the  Birmingham  University,  and  a  reply 
would  certainly  be  obtained.  Some  gentlemen,  well-suited 
to  take  part  in  such  a  proceeding,  have  already  expressed 
themselves  favourable  to  the  matter.  Perhaps  Mr.  Davis 
would  be  good  enough  to  organise  some  of  the  London 
brethren  into  working-form,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Ray  might 
vivify  the  Irish  contingent.  I  should  like  to  see  Mr.  J.  R. 
Hill  combine  the  forces  north  of  the  Tweed,  if  it  did  not 
interfere  with  his  official  position.  Of  course  there  are 
many  other  chemists  in  London,  like  Mr.  Tyrer,  Mr. 
Umney,  &c,  whose  aid  in  this  matter  would  be  invaluable. 
In  particular,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  could  be  of  incalculable 
service  in  organising  the  meeting.  I  know  that  gentleman 
is  always  overworked,  but  he  always  has  a  few  spare  moments 
at  the  Conference,  and  somehow  they  do  not  quite  agree 
with  him.  Besides,  in  his  new  capacity  as  councillor  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  he  should  bean  ex  officio  patron  of 
learning.  Yours  faithfully, 

Dublin,  June  13.  "  J.  C.  McWai.ter. 

Secret  Remedies  and  Things. 

Sir, — May  I  trespass  a  little  on  your  space  for  a  subject 
which  has  not,  to  my  knowledge,  been  recently  broached  in 
your  correspondence  columns? 

We  are  extremely  liable  to  be  too  reticent,  I  think,  upon 
certain  matters  yet  I  expected  to  see  some  comments  upon 
your  article  rc  the  recent  Frain  case.  That  evils  of  this 
and  kindred  natures  are  most  seriously  affecting  our  birth- 
rate and  the  moral  character  of  our  people  is  too  clearly 
apparent,  nor  is  it  merely  confined  to  the  congested  cities  of 
the  Old  Country.  Recent  statistics  compiled  in  Australia 
show  a  steady  and  rapid  decrease  in  the  birth-rate  sufficiently 
alarming  to  cause  much  serious  thought — and  this  in  young 
and  prosperous  countries,  where  life  is  easier  and  the  future 
of  the  individual  much  less  liable  to  hopeless  poverty  than  in 
England.  But  in  the  old  lands  or  the  new  the  matter  is  of 
most  serious  moment.  One  of  your  correspondents  recently 
remarked  that  if  the  public  are  to  appraise  the  pharmacist 
more  highly  he  must  first  set  the  example  by  so  valuing 
himself.  Can  he  look  for  their  respect  when  it  is  mainly 
through  his  hands,  and  to  benefit  his  banking  account,  that 
their  sons  obtain  what  no  man  warns  them  is  a  curse  to 
themselves  and  the  whole  Empire  they  are  so  justly  proud 
of  ?  How  long  can  we  hold  our  high  position  if  the  nation 
persistently  degrades  itself?  To  the  sacrifices  everywhere 
made  in  connection  with  recent  Imperial  needs  can  we  not 
add  a  little  more,  at  least  as  urgently  needed  for  the  State's 
welfare  as  war-fund  or  famine-fund,  and  ours  alone,  as  a 
class,  to  give  ?  There  are  none  can  do  this  for  us  :  we  must 
do  it  or  it  remains  undone.  Can  we  not  spare  this  share  of 
our  yearly  gain  and  use  our  influence  against  these  fast- 
spreading  evils?  Yours,  &c, 

New  Zealand,  April  12.  Far  Off.  (93/13.) 

Mr.  C.  E.  Perks's  Letters. 

A  subscriber  (103/57)  sends  us  a  begging-letter  which  he 
has  received  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Perks,  Liverpool,  with  a  bunch 
of  recipes.    Our  subscriber  remarks  : — 

Mr.  Perks  has  at  last  found  me  out,  as  I  am  now  in  busi- 
ness on  my  own  account.  He  wrote  to  me — the  very  same 
man  and  pitched  up  the  same  sort  of  tale — when  I  managed  my 
late  father's  business  in  1891.  I  believe  I  was  fool  enough  to  send 
him  5s.  then.  Not  so  now.  I  send  his  letter  on  to  you  ;  perhaps 
you  may  make  a  note  of  it  in  your  excellent  journal. 

Those  who  read  Mr.  Perks's  letters  of  December,  1899,  and 
March  23,  1900  (see  C.  $  D.,  April  21,  page  661),  may  be 
interested  to  compare  them  with  one  dated  June  9.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  send  me  5s.  6r7.  for  enclosed 
genuine  R's  ?  I  really  would  not  offer  them,  but  am  sorry  to  say 
am  in  most  reduced  circumstances.  On  account  of  the  firm  where 
I  have  been  engaged  being  closed,  have  been  thrown  out  of 
employ  some  time,  and  in  these  cutting  days  by  "  stores  "  and 
other  outsiders,  assure  you  a  situation  as  a  manufacturing  per- 
fumer is  not  easily  obtained.  With  my  large  family  don't 
know  how  to  turn ;  in  fact,  when  I  tell  you  it  is  often  very 
difficult  to  provide  sufficient  for  them,  you  will  understand  my 
reason  for  converting  R's  into  cash  for  their  immediate  benefit. 
I  should  add,  some  few  years  ago,  when  in  business  at  Hitchin, 
introduced  Perks's  original  celebrated  perfumes.    The  above  is 


not  a  very  large  amount,  but  just  now  so  acceptable.  If  you 
possibly  can  let  me  hear  on  Monday  night,  shall  indeed  be 
sincerely  thankful, 

C.  E.  Perks. 

In  this  case  Mr.  Perks  has  got  back  his  recipes  in  the 
addressed  and  unstamped  envelope  which  he  sends  with 
them.  That  is  a  trick  which  he  is,  perhaps,  accustomed  to, 
but  it  is  the  least  he  deserves. 


Dispensing  Notes. 


A  section  for  the  elucidation  of  difficulties  and  interchange  of 
views  on  dispensing-problems. 


What  is  "  Tr.  Valer.  "  ? 

Sir, — The  enclosed  prescription  was  handed  into  our 
pharmacy  to  be  dispensed.  What  tincture  valer.  should  be 
used  ?  Tr.  valer.,  B.P.  1885,  or  tr.  valer.  amnion.,  B.P. 
1898  ?— 

Tr.  valer  5ss. 

Ac.  hydrocyan.  dil.  (B.P.)   in. v. 

Ammon.  brom.   gr.  xx. 

Inf.  valer.  ad  ...    S9S' 

Ft.  mist. 


M. 


Bis  vel  ter  die  vel  p.r.n.  sd.  ex  aqua.    Mitte  f,vr. 

Yours  truly, 

MONTPELIER.  (90/60.) 

[The  1885  tincture.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  suppose  that  pre- 
scribers  have  forgotten  the  existence  of  the  simple  tincture.  In 
course  of  years  "  tr.  valer."  may  mean  the  tincture  official  at  the 
time,  and  the  B.P.  authorities  may  drop  the  suffix  "  ammoniata" 
from  the  title.] 

A  New  Zealand  Difficulty. 
Sir,— -Will  you  kindly  oblige  by  giving  your  opinion 
respecting  the  two  accompanying  prescriptions  ? 

Glycerini  c.  menthol.  5-per-cent  ...  Sj. 

Glycerin,  boracis  ad   5'j- 

M.    Ft.  applic. 

This  is  said  to  have  been  dispensed  perfectly  clear,  with 
no  deposit,  and  without  a  "  shake  "  label.  Our  method  was 
to  dissolve  the  menthol  in  a  few  drops  S.V.R.,  and  triturate 
gradually  with,  first,  the  glycerin,  and  then  the  glycerin  ol ! 
borax.  The  result  was  a  snow-like  floating  precipitate 
which  readily  shook  up,  forming  a  uniform  fluid,  with 
feathery  crystals,  so  small  that^to  the  naked  eye  they , 
looked  more  like  very  fine  oily  drops  thickly  dispersed 
through  the  liquid. 

Yours  truly, 

Ea.  (60/61.) 

[Menthol  is  not  soluble  in  glycerin  or  glycerin  and  borax,  there 
fore  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  it  could  be  dispensed  cleai 
The  method  adopted  by  our  correspondent  is  in  our  hands  satistac 
tory,  and  should  meet  the  wishes  of  the  prescribes] 

Paraffin  Sprays. 
Eas  other  difficulty  is  with  the  following :— 

Pilocarpine   0-037  milligram™ 

Vaselin.  liquid   7      grammes  I 

M. 

This  is  stated  to  have  been  dispensed  as  a  clear  liqm] 
not  requiring  shaking.  Could  this  be  done  with  the  alkaioi 
itself,  and  a  small  quantity  of  oleic  acid  ?  I  ask  the  que 
tion,  as  we  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  alkaloid, 
there  any  means  of  dissolving  either  the  nitrate  or  hy«r 
chloride  in  liquid  paraffin  ? 

Sir— Would  you  kindly  say  how  the  following  present, 
tion  should  be  dispensed  ?    I  am  unable  to  form  a  solution 

I  am,  &c, 

j.H.  (89/1) 

  ntvj. 

  gr.  x. 

  gr.ij- 

  gr. 1V- 

  gr.  j- 

  Isa. 


Eucalyptol.  ... 
Menthol. 
Morph.  pur.  ... 
Cocain.  pur.  ... 
Camphor. 
Paroeleini 

S.  et  M. 

Sig. :  For  use  in  the  atomiser. 
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[Paroleine  or  liquid  paraffin  prescriptions  containing  alkaloids 
id  their  salts  have  been  very  frequently  written  of  late,  and 
ive  given  trouble,  due  to  the  prescribers  probably  not  knowing 
lat,  with  the  exception  of  cocaine,  few,  if  any,  are  soluble  in  such 
bids.  Experiments  with  morphine,  codeine,  atropine,  apo- 
oi-phine,  and  others,  including  the  corresponding  salts,  prove 
inclusively  that  such  a  form  of  medication  is  undesirable, 
ocain.  pur.  is,  fortunately,  an  exception,  being  soluble  to  the 
:tent  of  about  1  per  cent.  The  difficulty  with  the  two  foregoing 
•escriptions  is  due  to  the  insolubility  of  the  alkaloids  in  the  fluid 
iraffin.  In  the  case  of  the  one  containing  pilocarpine,  it  may  be 
ated  that  the  salts  of  pilocarpine  are  only  used  in  medicine,  and 
ley  are  insoluble  in  liquid  hydrocarbons.  Oleic  acid  mixes 
;adily  with  liquid  paraffin.  The  eucalyptol,  menthol,  cocaine,  &c, 
reparation  cannot  be  dispensed  clear  for  the  same  reason.  The 
enthol  is  soluble  in  the  paroleine,  the  camphor  in  the  eucalyptol, 
id  the  cocaine  only  to  the  extent  of  1  part  in  100  ;  the  morphine 

insoluble,  and  this,  with  the  excess  of  cocaine,  is  the  cause  of 
le  dense  deposit.] 

Resorcin  in  Prescriptions. 

Sir, — The  following  prescription  was  handed  in  to  me 
-day. ,  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  how  it  can  be  dispensed 
solution  1   I  have  so  far  failed.    I  am  informed  that  it  is 
>pied  from  the  Practitioner : — 


Resorcin. 
Menthol. 
Eucalyptol. 
Benzoinol. 


gr.  20 

mio 


M,   Ft.  sol, 

To  be  used  from  a  nasal  spray , 

Yours  truly, 

B.  M.  (93/24.) 

[Dissolve  the  resorcin  in  1J  dr.  of  ether,  and  add  to  the  oil  in 
Inch  the  menthol  and  eucalyptol  have  previously  been  dissolved.] 

Sin, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  tell  me 
hy  the  following  mixture  when  dispensed  should,  after 
anding  some  hours,  turn  into  a  greenish  black.  The  mix- 
ire  was  twice  dispensed  quite   clear,  but   on  standing 

anged  its  colour  : — 


Resorcin. 
Liq.  bismuth. 
Tr.  nuc.  vom.... 
Aq.  aurant.  ad 


6iJ. 
Bj. 
5iss. 
Bvj. 


I  am,  yours  truly, 
Subscriber. 


(107/68.) 

[Resorcin  is,  like  pyrogallic  acid,  a  rapid  absorber  of  oxygen, 
id  the  absorption  is  accompanied  by  darkening  in  colour.  The 
isorption  takes  place  more  rapidly  in  presence  of  alkali,  which 
the  above  instance  is  provided  by  the  liquor  bismuthi.] 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

/e  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


76/19.  Ywrujcnff.— The  following  Cough-drench  for  a 
)rse  is  constructed  to  resemble  your  sample,  which  has 
•oved  itself  such  a  "  splendid  thing  "  :— 

01.  terebinth   ^ss, 

Pulv.  glyeyrrh   f)Sa, 

Pulv.  zingib   5ij, 

Potass,  nitr   5ij 

^■°P».   '•'  Sss. 

VI.  anisi   in.xx. 

Aq-ad  ,  OssV 

Rub  the  oils  with  the  powdered  liquorice,  ginger,  and  nitre  in 
mortar,  gradually  adding  the  water,  and  lastly,  the  laudanum. 

66/30.  C.  B. — Fistula-application  for  horses.— This  has 
composition  similar  to  the  following  :— 

Ac.  arseniosi  

Potass,  carb  

01.  terebinth  

Tr.  lavand.  co. 

Aq  ; 

^nlthei  ars??ic  and  potassium  carbonate  in  the  water,  and 
nen  nearly  cold  mix  with  the  tincture  and  the  oil.  Make  up  to 
oz.  with  water  if  need  be. 


gr.  iv. 
gr.  iv. 
5j. 
5ij. 
5v. 


95/31.  Sefton.  —  (1)  Books  on  Rupture.  —  Bennett's 
"  Clinical  Lectures  on  Abdominal  Hernia,"  8s.  6^.  (Long- 
man) ;  Wood's  "Hernia  and  its  Radical  Cure,"  4s.  6d. 
(Renshaw)  ;  Warren's  "  Practical  Treatise  on  Hernia,"  21s. 
(Churchill).  The  first-mentioned  book  is  of  more  recent 
date  than  the  other  two.  (2)  Books  on  Domestic  Medicine. 
—See  C.  $  I).,  March  24,  page  522. 

66/29.    &smM.-(l)   The  Powder  Weed-killer  is  a 

mixture  of  caustic  soda  (15),  carbonate  of  soda  (15),  arsenic 
(10),  and  indigo  (1).  The  figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  the 
approximate  quantities  of  the  several  ingredients.  (2)  The 
Soap  for  Glazing  Linen  is  curd  soap.  (3)  Your  sample  of 
red  Epsom  salts  is  coloured  with  Armenian  bole. 

102/60.  Rhasados. — Mist.  Tussi  Rub. — There  is  no  uniform 
formula  followed  for  this  in  London.  The  Brompton  cough- 
mixture  ("Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  559)  is  a  safe 
red  one,  but  you  may  with  advantage  modify  it  as  follows  : — 

Tr.  scilte   5iss. 

Liq.  morph.  hydrochlor   5iss. 

Syr.  tolutani   5j- 

Inf.  rosfe  ad  §vj. 

M. 

Dose  :  A  tablespoonful  three  or  four  times  a  clay. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


104/1.  Address  of  makers  of  Statham's  chemical- 
cabinets. 

26/90.  Evaporated  milk  in  powder  :  who  manufactures, 
and  where  obtainable  ? 


Business  Cbanges. 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Messrs.  Goldthorpe  &  Cook,  chemists,  Chatham,  are 
opening  a  branch  at  32  High  Street,  New  Brompton. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Innes  has  commenced  business  as  a  chemist 
and  photographic  dealer  at  High  Street,  Lossiemouth. 

Messrs.  E.  S.  Thompson  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists, 
are  opening  a  pharmacy  at  55  Morningside  Road,  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  E.  Dennis,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased  the 
business  at  113  Adnitt  Road,  Northampton,  lately  carried 
on  by  Mr.  W.  Griffith. 

The  chemist  business  carried  on  for  so  many  years  at 
Bridgend  (Glam.)  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  Lloyd,  has  been  taken 
over  by  Mr.  H.  Jepson,  18  Dunraven  Place. 

Mr.  James  Harley,  chemist,  Crieff,  has  assumed  a 
partner,  and  the  firm  is  now  Harley  &  Watts.  Mr.  Watts 
was  formerly  an  apprentice  of  Mr.  Harley's. 

The  Lincoln  Horse  and  Cattle  Medicine  Company 
have  removed  from  4  St.  Mary's  Street,  Lincoln,  to  more 
commodious  premises  at  26  Park  Street,  Lincoln. 

Messrs.  W.  Joseph  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists,  Tenby, 
contemplate  opening  a  restaurant  in  connection  with  their 
business,  the  premises  for  which  are  now  nearing  com- 
pletion . 

It  is  reported  at  Tenby  that  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited) 
propose  opening  a  branch  in  that  town.  The  normal  popu- 
lation of  Tenby  is  only  4,700,  and  there  are  already  three 
chemists  in  the  place. 

Mr.  W.  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  with 
Messrs.  Dakin,  Cruickshank  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Hong-Kong 
and  Amoy,  has  purchased  the  business  in  Castle  Street, 
Conway,  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Williams. 

Mr.  J.  Austin  Bayes,  late  manager  to  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Evans  &Son,  of  Stechford,  Birmingham,  is  aboutto  open  anew 
pharmacy  in  Aylesbury  Street,  Fenny  Stratford,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Mr.  W.  J.  Horton,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Woburn  Sands. 
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NOTICE  TO  EUYERS.-VThe  prices  given  in  this  section  arp 
tlior.e  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  cf  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  ti  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
litre  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  June  21. 

/  1KNERAL  dulness  continues  to  prevail  in  the  drug  and 
"  chemical  markets,  and  the  half-yearly  stocktaking,  now 
about  due,  reduces  transactions  to  current  requirements.  At 
the  cinchona-auctions  on  Tuesday,  an  advance  of  5  per  cent, 
was  recorded,  and  this  has  given  a  slightly  firmer  tone  to 
the  quinine-market ;  but  little  business  has  been  done  this 
week,  speculators  being  indisposed  to  operate,  notwithstand- 
ing the  favourable  statistical  position  of  bark  and  quinine. 
All  kinds  of  Eastern  produce  have  stiffened  in  price  (notably 
oil  of  star  anise)  on  account  of  the  disturbances  in  China. 
Ergot  of  rye  has  been  in  more  inquiry,  and  prices  have 
advanced  about  6'/.  per  lb.  Persian  galls  are  also  consider- 
ably dearer,  and  it  is  reported  that  there  is  litile  more 
expected  to  arrive  this  season.  Cod-liver  oil  has  a  drooping 
tendency,  the  Eergen  market  being  about  2.v.  lower  this 
week.  The  following  are  the  principal  changes  of  .the 
week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cinchona 

Klemi 

Ergot 

(ialls  (Persian) 

Linseed 

Oil,  anise,  star 

Oil,  camphor 

Oil,  linseed 

Pepper,  black 

Sarsaparilla 

Quinine 
Wax,  bees 

i  Jam. ) 

Buchu 

Aloes,  Cape 
Ammonia 

sulphate 
Cannabis 

indica 
( 1  uaiacum 
Iodol 

Ipecacuanha 
Oil,  cod-liver 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  June  15  to  20,  both  inclusive  : — London. 
Agar-agar,  50  ;  aloes  (at  Havre),  £9  ;  aniseed  (Buss.),  40;  arrow- 
root, 724;  belladonna-root,  14;  camphor,  520;  cannabis  indica, 
11;  cardamoms,  83  ;  caraway-seed,  250  ;  cassia-fistula,  25  ;  castor- 
oil,  (E.I.)  100;  cinchona,  (Ceylon)  81,  (at  Amsterdam)  85,  (E.I.) 
1033;  chiretta,  17 ;  dragon's-blood,  5  ;  eucalyptus  oil,  1;  ginger 
(Jam.),  36 ;  glycerin  (at  Adelaide),  188  ;  gum  arable  (at  Suez),  288  ; 
honey,  (N.Z.)  90,  (Jam.)  21 ;  ipecacuanha  (Rio),  119;  jalap,  48; 
kino,  22;  lemon-oil  (at  Calicut),  12  ;  mix  vomica,  (at  Mangalore) 
260  bags,  (at  Bombay)  137;  oils,  essential  (Chin.),  30  ;  oil,  anise, 
star,  30;  opium  (at  Calcutta),  60;  rhubarb,  34;  sandalwood,  138; 
senna,  (Tiny.)  50,  (Alex.)  1  ;  turmeric,  (R.I.)  674  ;  vanilla,  17  ;  wax, 
bees',  (Jam.)  5,  (Aust.)  19,  (at  Port  Natal)  388 ;  wax,  Japanese, 
100.  Liverpool. —  Castor  oil  (Fr.),  155;  fennel-seed,  334  ;  gentian, 
6;  gum  arabic  (Trieste),  3;  liquorice-root,  6;  manna,  1;  mix 
vomica  (at  Bombay),  40;  oil,  palm,  77;  opium,  43;  wax,  bees,' 
(Aust.),  8.    Hum,.  — "  Drugs,"  17 ;  stavesacre,  10. 


Linseed  and  Rape=seed. 

In  consequence  of  the  defective  harvest  the  quantities  of  linseed 
and  rape-seed  available  for  export  from  Rostov-on-Don,  Russia, 
are  very  restricted,  and  notwithstanding  a  good  demand  and 
higher  prices  only  6,205  tons  more  of  rape  seed  than  in  the 
previous  year  were  shipped,  whilst  in  linseed  there  is  a  falling-off 
of  3,510  tons.  The  average  prices,  compared  with  those  of  1898, 
show  an  advance  of  4s.  9(7.  per  quarter  for  linseed  and  Is.  5d.  for 
rape-seed.  About  half  the  quantity  of  linseed  shipped  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  rape-seed  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  balance 
being  taken  by  Germany. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

[Th?$e prlcse  an  for  market-centres  oth.sr  than  London!] 

On  the  whole,  business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  continue", 
to  be  satisfactory  at  all  the  principal  centres.  The  general  demand 
for  export,  although  not  so  brisk  as  could  be  wished,  is  heavier, 
and  stocks  are  not  very  large.  Home  trade  requirements  are  not 
very  heavy  just  now.  Values  show  little  change,  but  are  generally 
steady  and  well  maintained. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  is  steady,  but  scarcely 
moving  quite  so  quickly.    Demand  for  caustic  soda  and  soda  | 
crystals  continues  very  active,  but  there  is  no  change  in  quotation?. 
Ammonia  alkali  and  bicarbonate  continue  steady  and  are  moving 
well.    Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  in  fair  request,  and  price  for  best  i 
Lancashire  makes  is  steadily  maintained  at  8(7..  to  Sid.  per  lb. 
Saltcake  dull.    Chlorates  are  quiet  and  lower.    Potash  4^(7.  to 
$hd.  per  lb.,  and  soda  4i(7.  per  lb.    Hyposulphite  of  soda  in  good  i 
demand  and  steady  at  late  rates. 

South  Durham  Salt  in  heavy  request,  and  price  is  steadily  . 
maintained  at  lis.  3(/.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Tees. 

Lead  Salts  are  in  better  inquiry  and  tend  toward  firmer  prices. 
Present  figures  are  :  sugar  of  lead,  white,  24/.  10s.  per  ton,  less  • 
2£  per  cent.  Glasgow;  brown,  2C7.  per  ton,  less  2h  per  cent. 
Glasgow.    Nitrate  of  lead  25/.  5s.  per  ton,  less  2i  per  cent.  Glasgow.  ! 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes  are  well  maintained  in  price, 
but  demand  is  not  very  heavy.    Linseed  95  per  cent,  pure  87.  5s, 
to  8s.  10s.  per  ton.    Oil-Cakes  7/.  5s.  to  77.  10s.  per  ton.   Cotton- 1 
cakes,  best  makes,  4?.  10s.  to  4/.  15s.,  and  seconds  4/.  5s.  to  4Z.  10s.  s 

SuLrHATE  of  Ammonia  is  dull  and  a  shade  lower. 

Sal  Ammoniac,  39?.  and  377.  per  ton  for  firsts  and  seconds 
respectively. 

Green  Copperas  in  steady  demand  at  unchanged  rates.  Be 
Lancashire  makes  42s.  to  43s.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Liverpool.   Welsh  13s. I 
to  14  s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bulk. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  June  20. 

Castor  Oil.— The  Whitsuntide  holidays  have  left  their  mark  j 
upon  this  article,  as  the  demand  for  good  Calcutta  seconds  lias 
been  very  meagre.    Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  price  has  been 
very  firmly  maintained  at  3$d.  in  face  of  the  recent  arrivals. 
Little  or  nothing  is  offering  to  arrive  from  Calcutta.    First  and 
second-pressure  French  is  held  at  3^(7-  and  3^(7.  per  lb.  respec- ; 
tively,  but  the  French  producers  are  now  asking  higher  prices 
forward.  First-pressure  English  is  selling  at  Z\d.  Sulphur  French  ; 
3(7.  per  lb, 

Quill aia-b ark  is  very  firmly  held  at  137.  7s.  6(7.  to  137. 15s.  per 
ton,  as  in  quality  and  quantity.    A  sale  of  3  tons  is  reported  at  j 
137.  7s.  6(7. 

Ginger,  African.— The  market  has  been  practically  cleared  of  , 
good  sound  Sierra  Leone.    For  the  only  available  parcel  267.  per 
ton  is  asked.    Sales  have  been  made  in  quantity  during  the  week  t 
at  this  figure. 

Canary-seed.— Sales  have  been  made  at  32s.  6(7.  per  qr.  for 
good  bright  Turkish,  and  there  is  a  disposition  now  to  offer  the 
new  crop  for  September-October  shipment. 

Beeswax.— Sales  are  reported  of  good  bright  Chilian  at 
77.  10s.,  but  for  prime  pale  yellow  77..  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Gran.  Parad. — A  small  lot  recently  arrived  has  been  sold  in 
part  at  80s.  per  cwt.  ;  75s.  would  be  taken  to  clear  the  remaining 
few  bags. 

Turps  is  easier  at  39s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  34s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  i 
for  July  to  December  deliveries.  1 

Honey.— Sales  are  reported  of  Pile  1  Chilian  at  24s.  6(7., 
and  Pile  2,  23s.  6(7.;  No.  Pile,  20s.  per  cwt.  The  stock  of  toe 
Califomian  is  practically  exhausted,  and  good  pale  yellow  is  held 
for  4?.s.  6(7.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  It  is  reported  that  the  coming  crop 
will  be  exceedingly  short,  and  very  high  prices  are  being  fiotea 
by  shippers  for  first-grade  quality.  Eighteen  cases  new  import 
Jamaican  were  offered  at  auction,  for  which  no  bids  were  made. 

Copaiba. — A  small  lot  of  Maranham  just  arrived  was  offered  at 
auction— Is.  Ud.  per  lb.  was  bid,  which  the  owners  declined  to 
take.    The  parcel  was  afterwards  sold  on  private  terms. 

Spermaceti.— Twenty-seven  cases  and  15  cases  offered  ■ 
auction  and  brought  forth  a  bid  of  Is.  per  lb.,  but  holders  decline 
to  consider  anything  under  Is.  3(7.  . ,  , 

Quassia-logs.— Four  and  a  half  tons  are  reported  sold,  m 
37.  15s.  per  ton.  _ 

Fenugreek-seed.— Very  large  quantities,  indeed,  ot  new  ck> 
are  reported  sold,  to  arrive  in  the  neighbourhood  ot  M. 
per  ton.  , 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  firm,  at  247,  17s.  6(7.  to  257  per  ton. 

Gum  Acacia.— Five  serons  Ghezirah  are  reported  as  navn  g 
changed  hands  at  40s.    At  auction  34  cases  of  fine  Soudan  soi 
were  offered,  and  5  serons  sold  at  85s.  per  cwt.    Further  busme* 
has  been  done  in  fine  Soudan  sorts. 
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German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  June  19. 

Our  drug-market  in  general  is  quiet,  and  there  are  only  a  few 
articles  which  meet  with  interest  from  the  buyers. 

Balsam  Peru  is  very  quiet  at  12m.  to  12Jm.  per  kilo. 

Camphor. — Refined  shows  a  quiet  market,  with  second-hand 
sellers  at  475m.  to  470m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  firm  at  300m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  quiet  at  66m.  to  65m.  per  100  kilos.,  while  new 
crop  for  July-August  shipment  is  quoted  56m.  to  55m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Caraway-seed  is  very  firm,  as  holders  in  Holland  are  asking 
high  prices. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  in  better  demand,  and  has  again  suddenly 
advanced.  Holders  ask  considerably  higher  prices  to-day — viz., 
410m.  per  100  kilos,  for  good  sound  quality. 

Kola-nuts  are  easier  at  38m.  to  ST^m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  dull  at  17m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  quiet  but  steady  at  45m.  per  kilo.  ;  second-hand 
holders  appear  to  be  almost  sold  out. 
Star-anise  Seed  is  quiet  and  lower  at  175m.  per  100  kilos. 
Japan  Wax  is  firm  at  59m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  quiet  and  lower — grey  at  145m.  to  185m. 
per  100  kilos,  for  yellow  quality. 

Oils. — Castor  is  quiet  and  without  demand;  first-pressing  in 
harrels  is  worth  62m.  per  100  kilos.  Linseed  oil  for  spot  delivery 
is  dearer. 

Essential  Oils.— Star-anise  is  firmer  at  Yihm.  per  kilo.  Clove 
oil  is  also  firm.  Citronella  quiet  at  220m.  per  100  kilos.  Pepper- 
mint is  quiet;  HG-H,  5m.  per  lb. ;  Japanese  ditto,  7Am.  per  kilo. 

American   Drug  Market. 

Ni'7v  York,  June  12. 

The  market  is  quiet,  and  but  little  business  of  importance  is 
passing,  sales  being  mainly  confined  to  supplying  actual  wants. 

Aloes,  Curacao,  are  in  somewhat  light  supply,  and  values  are 
firm  at  3Jc.  to  4c.  per  lb.    Cape  are  steadily  held  at  6c.  to  6^c. 

Buchu-leaves. — The  demand  is  very  light,  and  quotations  are 
easy  at  12c.  to  14c.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Coca-leaves. — The  spot-market  is  firmer  owing  to  advices  from 
South  America  reporting  an  advancing  market.  Supplies  are 
still  obtainable  at  20c.  for  Truxillo,  and  32c.  for  Huanuco. 

Chamomile-plowers  are  firmer  owing  to  unfavourable  reports 
regarding  the  new  crop.  German  flowers  are  steady  at  15c  to 
25c,  according  to  quality,  and  Roman  are  held  at  18c.  to  21c 
per  lb. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis).— Old  is  quiet  at  52c.  New  spring- 
dug  root  is  offered  at  45c  per  lb. 

Opium  is  inactive,  but  quotations  are  firm  at  $3.12£  to  $3.15  owing 
to  the  reports  from  the  growing  districts  regarding  the  new  crop. 

Quinine  is  quiet,  and  only  small  amounts  are  changing  hands 
at  31c.  per  oz. 

Senega-root  is  selling  at  38c.  per  lb.  for  export. 

Senna-leaves  are  firmer,  and  the  market  is  hardening.  Tinne- 
velly  are  held  at  7c.  to  14  c.  per  lb.,  and  natural  Alexandrian  at 
10c.  to  12c. 

Sebpentaria  Rhizome  has  declined  to  28c.  per  lb. 
Soap-bark  is  active  at  3ic.  for  whole,  and  5£c.  for  crushed. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  June  21,  10.38  a.m.  :— Ergot  is  firming  and 
480m.  per  100  kilos,  is  now  quoted.  Camphor  is  quiet  and 
turpentine  easier,  at  79£m.  per  100  kilos. 

Bergen,  June  21,  11.5  a.m.  :— This  week's  Finrnarken 
fishing  shows  the  falling-off  which  always  precedes  the 
close,  and  to  date  the  total  catch  of  the  season  is  35,959,000 
cod,  compared  with  32,342,000  last  year,  equal  to  a  yield  of 
26,646  barrels,  against  28,640  barrels  in  1899.  Business  on 
the  market  is  slow,  and  the  price  for  refined  medicinal  oil  is 
now  70s.  per  barrel  f.o.b.  Bergen. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  June  21,  2.56  p.m.  :— This  market  is  dull  and 
lifeless.  Curacao  aloes  is  easier  at  3ic.  per  lb.  Western 
oil  of  peppermint  in  bulk  is  dull,  at  80c.  Cubebs  have 
advanced  to  8c.  per  lb.  Jaborandi  is  scarcer  at  15c,  and 
bjeswax  is  in  a  strong  position  at  29c.  per  lb.  Ergot  is  in 
a  shifting  position,  to-day's  price  for  German  being  50c. 
per  lb.    Senega  is  38c,  and  declining. 

*  k  *  * 

Smyrna,  June  20,  5.20  p.m.:  Old  crop  current  taleqnale 
has  declined  to  the  equivalent  of  8,s\  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
United  States  buyers  have  purchased  50  cases  this  week, 
f  here  is  little  opium  offering  at  the  moment. 


London  Markets. 

Acid  Oxalic. — Unchanged  at  3d.  to  3$d.  per  lb.  net 
delivered  London. 

Agar  Agar. — For  Japanese  strips  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  has 
been  paid  this  week. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  quoted  20s.  6d.  to  22s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f., 
according  to  quality,  and  Spanish  at  34s. 

Arrowroot  continues  depressed.  A  catalogue  of  St. 
Vincents  was  bought  in  on  Wednesday  at  1\d.  to  3^.  per 
lb.  for  ordinary,  and  3hd.  for  good. 

Borax. — Steady  at  17s.  per  cwt.  for  crystals  and  18s.  for 
powder.    Boric  acid  is  26s.  and  28s.  respectively. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  quiet  and  unchanged.  In  Japanese 
crude  there  has  been  business  at  187s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot,  but  the  market  is  also  quiet. 

Advices  from  Kobe,  dated  May  5,  report  that  some  90,000 
catties  of  crude  camphor  were  sold  to  Messrs.  Faber  &  Voigt, 
Oppenheimer  Frcres,  and  another  firm  in  Kobe,  by  the  Suzuki  and 
Ikcda  Shotcn,  at  the  price  of  93.50  yen  to  95.50  yen. 

Ceresin. — Double  refined  white  is  quoted  62s.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.  :  prime  white  60s. :  half  ditto  55s.  6d.  :  orange  or  lemon 
colour  54s.,  and  natural  yellow  53s. 

Chamomile. — Advices  from  the  Continent  report  that  the 
harvest  has  begun  and  that  supplies  from  Hungary  have 
already  been  obtained,  although  prices  have  not  yet  been 
definitely  fixed.  Growers'  ideas  for  picked  flowers  vary  from 
110m.  to  130m.  per  100  kilos,  delivered  at  Budapest.  German 
chamomiles  of  new  crop  are  also  offering  at  from  150m.  to 
200m.  according  to  the  district.  The  general  opinion  is  that 
the  harvest  will  be  extremely  good,  and  that  lower  prices 
than  the  above  will  rule  later. 

Cinchona. — Tuesday's  auctions  comprised  a  somewhat 
larger  quantity  of  bark  than  has  been  offered  for  some  time, 
the  offerings  running  to  twelve  catalogues,  which  were  not 
disposed  of  until  3.45  p.m.  There  was  a  good  demand,  and, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  larger  proportion 
sold,  an  advance  of  about  5  per  cent,  being  paid  on  the  last 
London  sales,  the  average  unit  obtained  for  bark  containing 
quinine  being  from  lfd  to  2d.,  while  for  cinchonidine  de- 
scriptions a  higher  average  was  paid.  In  the  drug-auctions 
six  serons  of  guayaquil,  thin  brown  quill  and  broken,  sold  at 
6d.  per  lb.  for  sound,  and  b\d.  for  damaged.  For  another 
lot  of  37  bales  flat  Calasaya  5^7.  was  refused,  the  limit 
being  6d. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  original  packages 
offered  and  sold  :  — 

Offered.  Sold. 

East  Indian  cinchona   3,422       ...  2,916 

South  American  cinchona     ...  585       ...  199 

Ceylon  cinchona    379       ...  358 

Java  cinchona   254       ...  184 


4,640 


3,657 


The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark  pur- 
chased by  the  principal  buyers  : — 

Lbs. 

The  Brunswick  factory   ...  ...221,484 

The  American  and  Italian  factories    142,741 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons  141,846 

The  Frankfort-on-Maine  and  Stuttgart  factories  103,070 
The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories         ...  94,018 

The  Imperial  factory    69,470 

The  Paris  factory    6,248 

Druggists,  &c   40,286 


Total  quantity  sold 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn  ... 

Total  quantity  offered 


..  819,163 
..  171,570 


990,733 


The  prices  paid  for  sound  bark  were  as  follows  : — 
South  American. — 311  bales  of  soft  Colombian  barks,  im- 
ported in  1882  and  1883,  were  bought  in  at  5d.  to  5£<7.  per  lb.,  no 
bid  being  made  for  them,  and  184  bales  of  Cuprea  were  also 
bought  in  at  2%d.  to  3k7.  Of  Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya  199 
bales  offered  and  sold  at"8-|(7.  to  8^.  per  lb.  for  flat;  quill,  5^(7. ; 
good  ditto,  8f<Z.  to  %d.    and  very  rich,  10^7.  to  ll\d.  per  lb. 

Java. — Ledgeriana,  good  to  fine  stem  chips,  8§<7.  to  Is.  0^7. ; 
branch,  Id. ;  and  root,  5^c7.  to  5|<7.  per  lb. 

m  Ceylon. — Ledgeriana,  ordinary  stem  chips,  1^(7. ;  renewed  ditto 
2^d. ;  hybrid,  chips  and  shavings,  3/,(7.  to  4^7. ;  Snccirubra,  good 
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stem  chips  and  shavings,  4.W.  to  5;,</-  ;  ordinary  to  fair,  2$d.  to 
4(/  ;  fine  renewed  ditto,  l;.d.  ;  brancli  and  chips,  3:j(/.  per  lb. 

East  Indian. —  Ledgeriana,  original  stems,  4jrf  to  6jrf. ;  re- 
newed ditto,  9%d. ;  branch,  7c/.  to  Ikd.  ;  stem  and  branch,  Ih.d.  to 
8((?. ;  root,  8j(Z.  to  lO-^d. ;  red,  original  stem,  ljd.  to  4^d. ;  renewed 
ditto,  2$d.  to  4<7. ;  root,  3d.  to  4f.r/. ;  Crown,  original  stem,  2kd.  to 
8^(7.  per  lb. ;  renewed  ditto,  3:jr/.  to  8.W. ;  original  quill,  S^d.  to 
9Sd.  ;  renewed  ditto,  8£</.  to  10$d. ;  branch,  3d. ;  renewed  branch, 
6i/. :  hybrid,  original,  9^d. ;  and  root,  5^d.  to  6<1.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  May  28  were 
26,082  lbs.    From  January  1  to  May  28  they  were  :— 

1900  '  1899  18E8  1897 

Lbs....     220,592  391,908  317,281  333,383 

The  shipments  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  this  month  were 
300,000  Amst.  lbs. 

Cocoa-butter. — The  auctions  to  bo  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  July  3  will  consist  of  80  tons  Van  Houten's,  tons 
Helm,  and  5  tons  De  Jong :  while  on  the  same  date  at 
London  40  tons  Cadbury  will  be  offered  in  auction. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Steady,  at  24/.  10.".  to  25/.  10s.  per 
ton  spot. 

Eruot  is  considerably  dearer,  Russian  having  advanced 
about  6c/.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  holders  now  ask  2s.  The 
offers  from  Hamburg  are  said  to  have  been  withdrawn,  and 
there  is  little  to  be  had  at  that  port.  The  United  States  are 
said  to  have  been  buying  of  late,  up  to  1*.  10  V/.  per  lb.  net, 
London  terms,  having  been  paid  for  their  account.  To-day 
it  is  reported  that  2s.  Id.  c.i.f.  has  been  paid. 

Fennel-seed  is  quoted  at  32*.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  French, 
and  19s.  for  Syrian. 

GALES. — In  blue  Persian  a  considerable  business  has  been 
done  at  about  5s.  per  cwt.  advance,  up  to  95s.  having  been 
paid  on  the  spot ;  green  have  also  changed  hands  at  80s. 
[Supplies  of  Persian  are  now  much  reduced,  some  holders 
having  withdrawn  their  stock,  and  now  ask  100s.  for  blue 
and  85s.  for  green.  It  is  said  that  there  is  little  more  of 
any  description  of  Persian  to  come  forward.  In  the  drug- 
auctions  20  bags  of  sea-damaged  Persian  sold  at  90s.  to 
92s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

GUM  Arabic. — So-called  Persian  insoluble  sorts  have  been 
in  good  demand,  business  including  300  bags  worked  sorts  at 
20s.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  In  the  drug- 
auctions  23  cases  of  Ceylon  gum  of  Pondicherry  character 
sold  at  50s.  for  good  pale  picked  ;  32s.  6d.  for  reddish  ditto  ; 
and  16s.  to  17s.  6c/.  for  mixed  qualities. 

Gum  Tragacaxth. — In  moderate  demand  at  steady 
prices,  the  business  chiefly  being  in  thirds  and  fourths, 
which  are  now  scarce.  Firsts  arc  quoted  14/.  5s.  to  14/.  10s. ; 
seconds,  12/.  5s.  to  13/.  10s.  ;  thirds,  10/.  15s.  toll/.  10s.  ;  and 
fourths,  8/.  to  10/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Henbane-leaves. — Offers  of  new  crop  are  made  from 
Trieste  at  60s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. — a  high  figure. 

Iodol. — The  makers  have  reduced  their  quotations  by  10s. 
per  lb.,  and  now  quote  37s.  for  2-lb.  lots,  with  reduction  for 
larger  quantities. 

Lycopodium  is  firmly  held  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Menthol. — There  is  no  actual  change  in  value  although 
the  tendency  is  firmer  in  common  with  other  Eastern  pro- 
duce. Most  holders  ask  8s.  per  lb.  spot,  but  7s.  9d.  would 
probably  buy  a  5-case  lot.  In  the  drug  auctions  5  cases 
good  white  crystals  sold  at  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  the  remainder  of 
the  parcel  being  bought  in  at  8s. 

According  to  a  British  Consular  report  the  exports  of  menthol- 
crystals  from  Yokohama  during  1899  amounted  to  51,899  lbs. 
(16,945/.)  against  24,287  lbs.  (7,694/.)  in  1898. 

OIL,  Anise,  Star,  is  about  3d.  per  lb.  higher,  a  moderate 
business  having  been  done  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot. 
The  trouble  in  China  is  said  to  be  responsible  for  increased 
demand,  which  is  of  a  mostly  speculative  character. 

Oil,  Caraway. — B.P.  quality  is  firm  at  6s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Quiet,  although  considerably  higher  figures 
are  being  asked  for  parcels  to  arrive — viz.,  3s.  3d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  for  80  to  85-per-cent.  oil.  This  is  on  account  of  the 
disturbances  in  China.  In  the  drug-auctions  5  cases  of  78- 
per-cent.  oil  sold  at  3s.  per  lb. ;  for  a  parcel  of  oil  containing 
73-per-cent.  cinnamic  aldehyde  2s.  lQd.  was  refused,  the 
limit  beina:  3s. 


Oil,  Castor. — The  tendency  is  firmer.  Hull  make  is  H\j 
per  lb.  in  cases  for  medicinal,  and  31/.  10s.  per  ton  in  barre' 
lor  first-pressings.  Best  medicinal  Italian  is  worth  40s.  t 
42s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  holder.  French  in  cast 
is  quoted  38s.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Citronella  — Ton-lots  in  drums  have  been  sold  pr 
vately  at  lOd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Hamburg,  for  June-Septembf 
delivery. 

The  exports  from  Colombo  and  Galle  from  January  1  to  May  < 
have  been  :  — 

1900  1899  1898  1897 

Lbs.     ...    515,139        617,782        591,058  514,908 

Of  the  amount  shipped  for  the  first  five  months  of  1900,  the  U.l 
received  155,539  lbs.  and  the  U.S.A.  337,949  lbs. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — There  is  little  or  no  inquiry,  the  quot; 
tion  for  best  medicinal  oil  being  nominal  at  about  75s.  p< 
cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Bergen,  June  16. — The  fishirjg  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Fii 
marken  during  the  past  week  has  been  very  good,  and  if  fa 
weather  continues  we  may  yet  hope  to  gain  quite  a  considerab 
increase  in  the  total  catch  before  the  end  of  the  season.  Tl 
market  has  on  that  account  grown  somewhat  weaker,  and  Lofote 
non-congealing  oil  is  about  2s.  per  barrel  lower,  there  being  selle 
at  70s.,  f.o.b.,  Bergen.  The  exports  to  date  from  Bergen  a; 
3,560  barrels  against  5,801  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Olive. — The  following  are  current  prices  c.i 
London  :  Finest  Leghorn  cream,  68'.  10s.  per  ton  ;  exti 
superfine,  61/.  15s.,  and  sublime,  47/.  15s. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Quiet,  with  sellers  of  American  HG 
at  5s.  2d.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot,  according  to  quantity. 

Oil,  Turpentine,  has  been  declining  daily  by  fraction 
although  holders  are  reported  to  be  firm  :  37s.  per  cwt.  is  tl 
spot  price  for  American. 

Opium. — Fine  Persian  is  much  wanted,  but  there  is  nothir 
to  be  had  on  the  spot ;  13s.  6d.  per  lb.  would  be  paid  the: 
is  also  an  absence  of  offers  of  stuff  "to  arrive." 

Smyrna,  June  8. — This  week  we  have  had  some  heavy  rain 
which  is  rather  prejudicial  to  the  opium  harvesting  in  the  lo 
countries.  The  quotations  for  old  crop  are  still  maintained 
from  8s.  5d.  to  9s.  2d.  per  lb.  as  to  quality,  but  new  1900  stuff  hi 
changed  hands  at  8s.  Id.  for  current  talequale.  The  sales  of  o. 
amount  to  7  cases,  and  new  to  9  cases  for  prompt  delivery.  Tl 
arrivals  to  date  amount  to  24  cases  against  22  cases  at  the  sam 
time  last  year. 

Constantinople,  June  15. — New  crop  has  commenced  to  arnv 
but  as  yet  no  sales  have  taken  place  as  holders'  views  are  sti 
high.  When  goods  begin  to  come  down  more  freely  we  expei 
prices  will  open  at  about  7s.  6c/.  per  lb.  There  have  been  rains  i 
some  districts,  but  as  yet  the  damage  to  crop  is  small. 

Orris. — The  following  are  current  quotations,  c.i 
London  : — Picked  Florentine,  54s.  6c/.  per  cwt. ;  sorts,  51s.  6c/ 
and  small  white,  52s.  6c/.  In  the  drug-auctions  sever; 
parcels  were  bought  in  at  nominal  values.  Ten  bales  ( 
Verona  sold  "  without  reserve  "  at  29s.  per  cwt. 

Potash  Salts  are  unchanged  at  the  following  prices:- 
Bichromate,  3\d.  per  lb.    Prussiate,  English  make, 
Beckton,  7fd. ;  chlorate,  4fcZ.  per  lb.  net  for  powder  or  crysta 
spot ;  4Jcl  to  4|f/.  f.o.b.  Liverpool  in  5-ton  lots. 

Quinine.— At  the  close  of  last  week  there  was  moi 
demand,  about  50,000  oz.  changing  hands,  including  sp< 
delivery,  at  Is.  3\d.,  August  at  Is.  3hd.,  and  October  Is.  3< 
to  Is.  3}d.  per  oz.  Since  then  the  bark-auctions  have  give 
a  slightly  firmer  tone  to  the  market,  but  altogether  tl 
demand  has  been  quiet,  transactions  being  mostly  1' 
October  delivery  at  from  Is.  4c/.  to  Is.  4^/.,  the  latter  figui 
being  paid  on  Wednesday.  On  the  spot  there  are  buyers  ; 
Is.  3\d.,  but  few  sellers.  On  Thursday  business  was  done 
Is.  3\d.  spot  to  Is.  3\d ,  and  October  Is.  4§<Z. 

The  exports  from  Java  during  March  amounted  to  118  case 
102  of  which  were  shipped  to  New  York,  6  to  Holland,  2  to  Japa: 
and  8  to  Singapore.  From  July  1  to  March  31  (nine  months)  W 
exports  have  been  : — 

1899-1900     1898-9  1897-8 
Cases      ...      1165  209  119 

The  quantity  of  quinine  produced  by  the  Bandong  factory  in 
was  about  700,000  oz.,  of  which  the  bulk  was  shipped  to  Lonac 
and  the  United  States.    A  small  quantity  was  consumed  locai 
and  a  part  found  its  way  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  Unna,  ai 
other  Eastern  markets. 
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Quicksilver.— The  official  quotation  is  unchanged  at 
9/.  10s.  per  bottle,  although  last  week  the  importers  sold  at 
91.  7s.  Qd.,  which  led  to  the  impression  that  the  price  had 
been  reduced  officially. 

Saffron  is  quiet  and  unchanged  a?  from  39s.  to  40s 
per  lb.,  less  2^  per  cent,  for  best  Valencia. 

Shellac  is  firmly  held,  but  demand  is  quiet  with  small 
spot  sales  at  steady  rates.  For  August  delivery  TN  has 
been  sold  at  61s.  per  cwt. 

Soda  Salts.— Bichromate  is  quiet,  at  2|ri.  per  lb.  Caustic, 
70  per  cent.,  101.  15s.  to  111.  per  ton  spot,  and  60  per  cent., 
9/.  15s.  Nitrate  is  8s.  9i.  per  cwt.  for  refined  and  8s.  3d.  for 
ordinary.  Bicarbonate  is  11.  6s.  per  ton  landed.  Soda 
crystals  arc  60s.  in  barrels  and  57s.  Qd.  in  bags. 

Spices.— Singapore  black  Pepper  is  dearer  owing  to  small 
shipments,  and  a  good  business  has  been  clone  during  the 
week,  but  the  market  is  now  quieter,  with  sellers  at  Q\d. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  6^.  for  August-October  steamer. 
Other  spices  have  been  very  slow,  but  without  change  in 
value.  Zanzibar  Cloves  have  been  neglected  ;  the  quotation 
for  August-October  delivery  is  3fd  per  lb.  At  the  public 
sales  on  Wednesday  a  parcel  of  cut  Cochin  Ginger  was 
bought  in.  There  was  no  rough-washed  offered,  but  privately 
sales  are  being  made  at  31s.  to  33s.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quality.  Jamaica  in  good  supply  met  little  demand,  and 
only  a  few  lots  sold  at  recent  rates.  Bengal  sells  privately 
at  27s.  Qd.,  and  Japan  at  25s.  per  cwt.  Capsicums  were 
bought  in  at  35s.  per  cwt.  for  East  India  cherries,  and  at  32s. 
for  long  red  pods.  Pimento  slow  ;  a  few  bags  of  ordinary 
leafy  sold  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Strophanthus. — About  55  bags  of  green  Kombe  seed 
have  just  arrived  on  this  market,  a  portion  of  which  has 
been  sold,  it  is  said,  at  about  4s.  per  lb.  For  brown  Hispidus 
Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  on  the  spot.  The  market  is 
reported  to  be  bare  of  both  descriptions. 

Valerian. — From  Trieste  this  drug  is  offered  at  from 
52s.  Qd.  to  65s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  as  to  quality. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

After  an  interval  of  a  month  the  drug  sales  were  resumed 
to-day,  when  "  new  and  old  "  goods  were  offered  by  nineteen 
brokers.  Some  of  the  catalogues  were  fairly  lengthy,  but 
the  bulk  of  the  offerings  was  bought  in  as  usual.  There 
were  plentiful  supplies  of  all  kinds  of  aloes,  benzoin,  nux 
vomica,  cardamoms,  honey,  beeswax,  and  fine  dragons'-blood. 
The  following  table  shows  the  business  done  publicly,  the 
.figures  referring  to  original  packages  : — 


Offered  Sold 


Albumen    10 

Almonds,  bitter  ...  4  . 

Aloes  (Cape)    49  . 

Curacao   347  . 

E.  African    64  . 

Socotrine    61  . 

Zanzibar    18  . 

Mocha    20  . 

mbergria    2  . 

Annatto-paste   20  . 

Annatto-seed    44  . 

Anise,  star    5  . 

Aniseed    20  . 

Antimony   40 

Areca-nuts    164  , 

Asafetida    344  . 

Asphaltum    59  , 

~ilsam,  copaiba  ...  11 

Tolu    is 

Bavichi   10 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    166 

Siam   44 

Sumatra    241 

Bird  lime   15 

Buchu    gg 

Calumba    380 

Cannabis  indica  ...  166 

Canella  alba   10 

Cantharides   2 

Cardamoms    652 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  150 

Cascarilla   57 


0 
0 

29 
347 
0 
0 
1 

20 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

14 

30 
0 
8 
0 
0 

5 

15 
,  23 
,  0 
.  6 
.  251 
.  4 
.  0 
.  0 
.  286 
.  0 
.  9 


23 

25 

46 

1 

52 

5 

Cocculus  Indicus.. 

216 

23 

66 

38 

108 

Cuttle-fish  

30 

Civet  

12 

20 

38 

6 

13 

Galls  

23 

30 

22 

272 

.  4 

Honey — 

.  55 

17 

124 

.  316 

.  12 

.  10 

Ipecacuanha — 

.  39 

(Rio)   

Offered  Sold 
23 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
21 
0 
0 
30 
0 
0 
14 
0 
0 
20 
0 
13 
23 
4 

0 

0 
0 

281 
0 
0 

17 
11 
0 


Offered  Sold 

Kamala   11  ...  0 

Kino    2  ...  0 

Lemon-juice    28  ...  8 

Lemon-peel    8  ...  0 

Lime-juice   34  ...  0 

Liquorice-powder  20  ...  0 

Liquorice-root   40  ...  0 

Menthol   20  ...  5 

Mastich   19  ...  0 

Musk  (skins)   3  ...  2 

Myrrh   42  ...  0 

Nutmeg-paste    2  ...  0 

Nux  vomica  1654  ...  0 

Oil,  anise,  star   12  ...  0 

bay   6  ...  0 

bergamot    6  ...  4 

bigarade   1  ...  0 

camphor    500  ...  0 

cananga   9  ...  0 

cassia   20  ...  5 

cinnamon   18  ...  0 

citronella    14  ...  2 

eucalyptus    45  ...  3 

lemon.   13  ...  0 

lemongrass    4  ...  0 

limes    3  ...  0 

nutmeg   4  ...  0 

orange    1  ...  0 

rose   20  ...  2 


Offered  Sold 

Orange-peel    50  ...  11 

Orris    53  ...  10 

Otto  of  rose    5  ...  0 

Pareira  brava    2  ...  0 

Pistachio  kernels...  10  ...  0 

Quillaia   5  ...  0 

Rhatany    26  ...  0 

Rhubarb    157  ...  23 

Saffron    1  ...  0 

Sarsaparilla    77  ...  17 

Scammonium    21  ...  0 

Senna — 

Alexandrian   113  ...  0 

Mecca    79  ...  0 

Tinnevelly   308  ...  255 

Senega    6  ...  0 

Sesame    6  ...  0 

Soy    90  ...  0 

Squills    28  ...  16 

Sticklac   15  ...  0 

Stramomium    3  ...  0 

Tamarinds    37  ...  37 

Tonka-beans    7  ...  3 

Tragacanth    10  ...  2 

Turmeric    554  ...  10 

Vanilla    16  ...  1 

Wax  (bees')    1298  ...  60 

Japanese    50  ...  0 


Aloes.  — Cape  was  in  moderate  supply  and  suffered  a 
decline  of  about  Is.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Fine  bright  hard  sold  at 
26s.  6d.  to  27s.  Qd.,  good  seconds  at  25s.  Qd.  to  26s.  Qd.,  and 
overheated  ditto  at  24s.  Another  parcel  of  20  cases,  mostly 
good  seconds,  was  bought  in  at  28s.  to  29s.  per  cwt.  Twenty 
cases  of  common  hard  black  and  stony  Mocha  sold  at  34s. 
(6  cases),  and  25s.  for  not  so  good  (14  cases).  Of  Curacao, 
a  parcel  of  28  boxes,  partly  capey,  sold  at  18s.  Qd.,  and  ditto 
drossy,  14s.  Qd.  Another  parcel  of  31  boxes  imported  in 
1876,  of  mixed  quality,  was  forced  off  at  23s.  to  24s.  for  fair 
brown  liver  ;  mixed  capey  and  drossy,  16s.  to  17s. ;  and  com- 
mon black  and  drossy,  13s.  Qd.  to  15s.  per  cwt.  No  Socotrine 
was  sold ;  the  limit  for  good  is  75s.  per  cwt.  A  case  of 
Zanzibar  in  skins,  fair,  sold  at  65s. 

Ambergris. — Two  tins  were  offered  and  sold  at  85s.  for 
3  oz.  of  genuine  grey  of  weak  flavour,  and  at  35s.  for  17  oz. 
of  heavy  black  undeveloped. 

Aniseed. — For  Spanish  25s.  per  cwt.  was  the  limit. 
Areca. — For  slightly  wormy  Ceylon  seed  14s.  to  15s.  per 
cwt.  was  paid.    Sound  was  held  for  20s. 

Asafetida. — Large  supplies  were  catalogued  for  auction 
to-day,  but  only  30  cases  sold,  consisting  of  a  recent  import 
from  Bunder  Abbas.  The  following  prices  were  paid  : — 
Good  almondy,  slightly  darkish,  part  loose,  and  part  blocky, 
62s.  Qd.  to  72s.  Qd.  Iper  cwt.,  the  lowest-priced  lots  being 
relatively  cheaper  in  comparison  with  the  quality  ;  rather 
rough  almondy  block  sold  at  from  47s.  Qd.  to  56s.  per  cwt. 
Values  were  reported  to  be  full  up. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — For  a  package  of  thick  cloudy  Mara- 
caibo  Is.  3^d.  was  paid. 

Benzoin. — Slow  of  sale,  no  fine  Sumatra  being  sold,  the 
demand  being  chiefly  for  the  cheaper  grades  at  Ql.  to  6/.  15s., 
which  figures  were  paid  for  fair  seconds,  partly  false  packed. 
Palembang,  fair  seconds,  barky,  in  tins,  sold  at  55s.,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  offerings  was  bought  in  at  this  figure  ;  common, 
in  block,  was  bought  in  at  from  30s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  Siam  : 
15  cases  sold,  including  dull  bold  loose  almonds,  at  1QI.  10s. ; 
small  to  medium  ditto,  8/.  15s.  to  101.  ;  sittings  in  block, 
6/.  ;  mixed  sittings,  pea  size,  75s.,  and  dull  sittings,  55s. 
per  cwt. 

Bird-lime. — For  Japanese  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  was  wanted. 

Buchu-LEAVES  were  again  freely  offered,  but  only  a  few 
bales  found  buyers  at  slightly  easier  rates  compared  with 
those  paid  at  the  last  public  sales— namely,  5f d.  per  lb.  for 
good  green  round  leaf.  A  bale  of  dull  long  leaf  brought  4fr7. 
per  lb.  ;  privately  lower  prices  had  been  refused  previous  to 
the  auctions. 

Calumba.— About  200  bags  of  ordinary  brown  natural 
sorts  sold  at  16s.  to  16s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  and  a  parcel  of  common 
rough  dark  ditto  realised  14s.  to  14s.  Qd. 
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Canella  Alba. — For  good  bold  quill  40s.  per  cwt.  was 
wanted. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Holders  seemed  to  be  slightly  easier  in 
their  views  to-day,  when  Is.  2d.  would  have  been  accepted 
for  greenish  tops  and  lQd.  for  sittings ;  but  no  sales  were 
effected.  A  parcel  of  4  bales  very  ordinary  tops  sold  with- 
out reserve  at  9f  e/. 

CANTHARIDES. — Fine  bright  green  Russian  flies,  previously 
offered,  were  again  limited  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms  sold  at  full  np  to  about  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb. 
dearer  rates  in  some  instances,  while  occasionally  they  were 
easier.  The  following  prices  were  paid : — Ceylon-Mysore, 
good  bold  long,  2s.  8c/.  to  2s.  9d. ;  medium  long  pale,  2s.  3d. 
to  2s.  8d.  ;  bold  dull  long,  2s.  Bd.  to  2s.  Id.  ;  medium  ditto, 
2s.  to  2s.  Id. ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8c/.  ; 
small  pale,  Is.  bd.  to  Is.  Bd. ;  very  small  pale,  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  2d.  ;  long  lean  brown,  Is.  to  Is.  3d. ;  small  ditto.  Is.  to 
Is.  Id.;  brown  and  split,  Is.  to  Is.  3c/.;  speckv,  Is.  Id. ; 
bold  pale  undipped,  2s.  Bd.  to  2s.  Id. ;  medium  and  small 
ditto,  Is.  9d.  Ceylon-Malabar,  small  brown,  Is.  bd.  to  Is.  Id. 
Mangalore,  bold  (1  case),  2s.  Bd. ;  medium  to  bold  brownish, 
2s.  Id.  Seed  realised  Is.  Bd.  to  Is.  11c/.  Native  wild  Ceylon 
brought  2s.  6c/.  The  exports  from  Ceylon  for  the  week 
ending  May  28  were  5,837  lbs.  From  January  1  to  May  28 
they  were : — 

1900         L899  1898  1897 

Lbs.    ...    267,918      228,884      208,622  222,858 

Casoarilla. — For  good  bold  quill,  country  damaged,  50s. 
per  cwt.  was  paid  (2  bales)  ;  stringy  and  lean  quill  (2  barrels) 
sold  at  37s.  Bd.,  and  4  bales  ditto,  "without  reserve,"  38s. 
per  cwt. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Good  long  thin  to  bold  pod,  part  rattly, 
realised  20s.  per  cwt. 

Castor-seed. — A  bag  realised  4  s.  per  cwt.  if  pay  charges. 

CoLOCYNTH  was  offered  by  one  broker  only,  who  had  sold 
eight  cases  privately  ;  the  remainder,  small  dullish  apple, 
partly  broken,  were  bought  in  at  Is.  Bd. 

Croton-SEED.— Dull  shelly  and  mixed  seed  from  Bombay 
offered  without  reserve  and  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Cuttlefish. — Good  bold  white  bone  from  Trieste  realised 
l\d.  per  lb. 

Dill-seed  from  Bombay  was  held  for  8s.  per  cwt. 

DRAGON'S  Blood. — Quite  neglected;  fine  lump  was  in 
large  supply,  and  slightly  easier  prices  would  ihave  been 
accepted.  The  only  public  sale  was  a  case  of  fair  seedy 
lump,  slightly  damp,  which  realised  8/.  15s.  per  cwt.  ; 
10  cases  of  very  common  reeds  were  put  up  without  reserve, 
and  apparently  sold  at  6/.  7s.  6c/.  to  6/.  17s.  Bd.  per  cwt. 
Privately,  good  quality  is  worth  9/.  15s.  to  10/. 

Elemi  still  realises  extreme  figures,  245s.  per  cwt.  being 
paid  to-day  for  good  white  Manila  gum. 

Gamboge. — Two  parcels  were  offered;  the  first  lot  (20 
cases)  were  fair  blocky  pipe  of  orange  fracture  for  which  8/. 
per  cwt.  was  wanted.  The  second  lot  of  10  cases  was  bought 
in  at  8/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacum. — Fine  bold  loose  drop  was  about  Bd.  lower, 
compared  with  the  previous  sales,  2v.  being  paid  for  small 
to  bold  pebble  ;  fair  green  resiny  block  sold  at  Is.  4c7.  to  Is.  Bd. ; 
drossy  ditto,  10c/.  to  Is  ;  chips  at  3d.,  and  dust  at  l^d 
per  lb.  Another  lot  of  four  barrels  of  low  drossy  and 
woody,  partly  blocky,  gum  realised  Iff/.,  without  reserve. 

Honey. — Jamaica  was  in  heavy  supply,  and  sold  at  fully 
previous  rates,  good  pale  set  bringing  26s.  to  30s.,  fine  amber 
liquid  27s.  to  27s.  Bd.,  fair  ditto" 24s.  to  24?.  Bd.,  and  dark 
amber-coloured  liquid,  23.v.  6c/.  to  25*.  per  cwt. 

IPECACUANHA. — Previous  to  the  auctions  there  had  been 
small  sales  of  both  Rio  and  Cartagena  root  at  12  s.  6c/.  and 
8s.  6/.  per  cwt.  respectively.  In  auction,  however,  there 
u  as  a  decline  of  about  3c/.  to  4c/.  in  Rio  root,  a  few  bales  only 
selling  at  12s.  to  12s.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  2  bales  of  sea-damaged 
at  lis.  11c/.  to  lis.  9c/.  per  lb.  Cartagena  was  about  Is. 
lower.  Seventeen  bales,  of  common  quality,  which  had  been 
rejected  by  the  United  States  Customs  appraiser,  were  sold 
at  7s.  6c/.  per  lb.  The  s.s.  Thames  from  Monte  Video  has 
brought  119  packages  of  Rio,  which  no  doubt  accounts  for 
the  easier  feeling. 


Jalap. — In  auction  common  small  to  medium  tuber  was 
bought  in  at  B^d.  per  lb.  A  small  sale  of  good  sound  has 
been  made  this  week  at  l\d. 

Lemon-juice. — 8  half  pipes  of  new  crop  sold  at  Is.  M. 
per  gallon. 

Musk-skins. — Two  tins  sold  at  Is.  and  2s.  6c/.  per  oz. 

Myrrh. — Neglected,  no  sales  whatever  being  made. 
Small  to  medium  pale  picked  tear  was  bought  in  at  51. 10s.  ■ 
small  to  bold  native  picked  was  held  for  75s.,  a  bid  of  65s. 
being  refused. 

Nux  Vomk'A. — Excessive  supplies  were  offered  to-day, 
but  not  a  single  transaction  was  recorded.  For  good  bold 
silky  seed  from  Bombay  10s.  to  12s.  was  wanted,  and  for 
small  Calcutta  ditto  9s.  Bd.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Bergamot. — Four  half-coppers  of  oil  catalogued  as 
"  commercial  "  solrl  "  without  reserve  "  at  5s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Camphor. — Refined  Japanese  was  offered  in  con- 
siderable quantity,  but  there  were  no  buyers,  the  limit  being 
40s.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Cananga. — A  newly-imported  lot  of  9  cases  was 
limited  at  Is.  Id.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Three  drums  of  Collin's  Malle  brand 
realised  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Winter's  brand  was  offered,  but  had 
been  sold  privately. 

Rhubarb. — There  was  no  improvement  in  the  demand 
to-day,  in  spite  of  the  trouble  in  China;  in  fact,  several 
parcels  sold  cheaply.  The  following  prices  were  paid  :— High 
dried,  good  bold  flat,  9d.  to  9\d.  (6  cases) ;  medium  ditto, 
9c/.  (3  cases).  Another  lot  of  2  cases  medium,  and  bold, 
poor  fracture,  realised  8|c7.,  subject ;  and  a  case  of  common 
flat  brought  B\d.  Small  round  Shensi,  part  trimming  root, 
three-quarters  pinky  and  one-quarter  dark  fracture,  sold  at 
Is.  4c/.  per  lb.,  subject.  Canton,  fair  small  round,  part  rough, 
Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Sarsapaeilla. — All  kinds  were  dearer  in  auction  to-day 
especially  Jamaica,  which  was  held  for  Is.  lOci.  per  lb.,  but 
nobody  was  willing  to  pay  this  tigure.  The  advance  is  said 
to  be  due  to  a  revolution  in  the  districts  where  the  Lima- 
Jamaica  and  Jamaica  roots  are  gathered.  Three  bales  of 
Lima- Jamaica  sold  at  Is.  for  first-class  damages,  but 
the  bulk  of  this  description  was  held  for  Is.  bd.  to 
Is.  Bd.  per  lb.  Pale  red  and  yellow  native  Jamaica  was 
also  dearer,  Is.  3d  to  Is.  4c/.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  sound 
and  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  for  country  damaged.  Honduras,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  slow  of  sale. 

Senna. — Common  qualities  were  full  up,  while  other 
grades  were  unchanged.  The  following  prices  were  paid : 
Tinnevelly,  goo<  1  bold  green  leaf  Bd.  to  B\d. ;  fair  medium 
green,  2§e/.  to  3d. ;  and  common  to  medium  ditto,  1(1.  to  2/1,, 
very  low.  Pods  sold  at  bd.  A  bid  of  l\d.  was  refused  for 
pale.    Alexandrian  senna  was  not  in  demand. 

Sesame-seed— Six  bags  sold  without  reserve  at  6s.  per  lb. 

Squills.— 2e/.  per  lb.  was  paid  for  fair  dry  white  without 
reserve. 

Tonka-beans.  —  Of  a  parcel  of  5  cases  frosted  Para, 
3  apparently  sold  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees'.— Jamaica  was  in  demand  as  usual,  everything 
offered  being  sold;  good  hard  red  and  yellow  to  brown 
realising  11.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  per  cwt.,  or  2s.  Bd.  dearer  ^ni  f 
sales-rates  ;  Zanzibar,  6/.  to  6/.  15s. ;  Mozambique,  61.  lis.  M. , 
and  dark  brown  Madagascar,  6/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japanese.— The  parcel  offered  has  been  partly  sold 
privately,  the  remaining  lots  were  bought  in  at  33s.  per  cw  . 


Amsterdam  Bark=auction. 

The  cinchona  bark  auction  to  be  held  on  July  12  will  con- 
sist of  720  bales,  188  cases,  15  baskets  Succirubra,  2  875  bale  w 
cases  Ledger,  Officinalis,  Hybriden,  while  the  supplement;  as  ia 
as  is  yet  known,  will  consist  of  500  packages.  The  stock  in .tan 
hands  at  Amsterdam  consisted  on  July  20, 1900, of  1,928  parages 
Government  bark,  5,200  packages  private  bark,  including 
quantity  put  up  in  the  auction  to  be  held  on  July  U- 
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